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do it, and I think there are lots of others in
the same ease. The penalty provided in Clanse
93 is altogether too severe. Instead of it
being fixed at £50, I think it should read ‘‘not
exceeding £50,’'

lon. W. Kingsmill: That is what it means.
It is the maximum, I think you will fied it
in the Interpretation Aect.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: T am glad
to hear that. Then we find that if the owner
does not do certain things the inspector ean do
them and charge the owner with the cost. So
I suppose the owner will have to pay the
fine and, in addition, pay for the work being
carried out. Then comes the question of
poisoned wheat and grain on small farms, It
seems to me there is nothing to prevent valu-
able stock from eating this poisoned grain.

Hon. (. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):

Tf a man does not lay poison for the rabbits,

he will not be able to carry stock,

Hop, W. Kingsmill: And if the stock eat
the poison, there will be ne stock left, so
where are we?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: On small
farms there are pigs, pouitry, and valuable
sheep, all exposed to the danger of eating the
poisoned grain. It is a point worth consider-
ing. Clause 104 provides that no person shalil
drive any cattlc along a rabbit-proof fence.
In my opinion the owner of the land adjoin-
ing the rabbit-proof fence onght to be exempt,
beczuse very oftem it happens that his only
way out is by following the fenece. T know
many instances in which it is impossible for
tho owners adjoining the fence to get out in
any other way. Clause 109 deals with the sale
of rabbits, I am perfectly open to convie-
tion, but I eannot help thinking that it would
be a good thing if we could arrange for the
trapping of rabbits in large quantities and the
sending of the carcases to market. I will sup-
port the seeond reading.

On motion by Hon. V., Hamersley debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.

Tegislative Hasembly,

quuesday, 16tk Qctober, 1918.

The SPEAKER
p-m,,

took the ('hair
and read prayers.

at 4.30

[For *‘Questions on Notite’’ and ‘' Papary
Presented?? see ‘“Votes and Proceedings.’’]

BILL—PRISONS ACT AMENDMENT
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.
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MOTION—GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.
The PREMIER (TIon. H. B. Lefroy--
Moore} {4.40]: T move—

That on Wednesday, 23rd October, and
on each alternate Woednesday thereaftar,
Government Dbusiness take precedence of
all notices of wotion and Orders of the
Day, as weill as on Tunesdays and Thars-
days.

It is customary at this stage to restriet the
time allotted to private members’ business, and
as we have been sitting for two months T
find it necessary to snbmit this motiou It
will mean that on next Wednerday Goveren-
ment  business will take precedence of all
uotices of motion and Orlers of the Day,
and that members’ business will be taken un
the following Wednesday and every scooud
Wednesday afterwards.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—ESTATES RECLASSIFICATION
AND REPRICING.

Mr. MALEY ({(Greenough) [4.42]: Since 1
gave notice that it was my intention to move
for the production of the papers in connee
tion with Ahe reclassification and repricing
of the Narratarra, Oakabella, and Bowes re
purchased estates, I have invited the Minis
ter for Lands and Jepartmental officers tc
visit Geraldton for the purpose of apain going
into the question of the reclassification of
these estates. A very large deputation of the
gettlers met the Minister on Friday last and
the question was then reopened. If T now
move for the production of the papers, the

matter may be delayed. Therefore, T ash
leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.
MOTION—RAILWAY PROTJECT, AJANA

TO GERALDINE.

Mr. MALEY (Greenuugh) [4.44]: T move—
That in the opinion of this House, the
immediate congtruction of a railway line
from Ajana to the Geraldine mines is war
ranted in order to encourage profitable de-

velopment and produetion,
In submitting the motion, T desire to say that
T am sorry I am not in a position to invite
the members of Cabinet to dinner and pro-
vide the comforis which usually attach t¢
that sort of thing, and which assist in cre
ating a feeling which would have the effecl
of inducing the Government to grant the re
quest. T feel, however, that the justice of
the request will meet with their approval
without my having to resort to such a practice
I do not wish to recount the various leases
and shows which have heen developed ir
Geraldine, because T had an opportunity on o
former oceasion, perhaps against your wish
Sir, of pointing ont the amount of develop
ment that is proceec‘ling in that area. ]
have noticed in the Geraldton papers fron
day to day fresh applications being adver
tised for the taking up of nmew mineral lease:
in this area and also, in addition, that the
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representatives of some of the old Imperial
freehold grants are entering inte negotia-
tions with the prospectors to develop some
of the old mines, particularly the old Gerald-
ine mine, The return, supplied to me in con-
nection with the notice of motion which |
tabled previously, for the period of six
months ended 31st July last gave. approxi-
mately the total tonnage railed during that
time from Ajana to Fremantle as just on
1,000 tons. The whole of that ore has been
won from development work. There has becn
no hreaking down of stopes to gain that pro-
duction, and the development of this area
has only commenced practically within the
past six months. This ore has had to be
carted from Geraldine to Ajana, a distance
of some 12 miles by road. The cost of cart-
ing varies approximately from 18s. to 20s. a
ton. The larger parcels go at the smaller

rate of 181, and the smaller pareels from -

prospectors and others go at a rate of £1 per
ton to the railhead. There are two roads
being utilised@ from the mines to Ajana. T do
not wish to be hypereritical of the Govern-
ment in connection with the assistance they
have given to the mines in that particular
area, or with regard to the assistance they
have Ttendered to the Northamption roads
board in the construction and maintenance
of their roads. I have on  varjous
oceasions approached the Minister for Mines
on deputations for assistance for the repair
of these roads but have been invariably un-
suceessful, The Minister for Mines has said
that there was nothing in connection with the
Mines Development Vote by which he could
possibly assist prospectors up there in this
matter, and has always passel me on to his
colleague, the Minister for Works,

The Minister for Works: T met you with
sympathy, did 1 not?

Mr. MALEY: The Minister has met me
with a lot of sympathy, and has always de-
finitely stated one way or the other what he
intended to do. T eomplain, however, that the
Minister, before advancing even £100 or £150,
made it a condition that the prospectors in
that area should also make a contribution. The
Minister took the stand that the Northampton
roads board should have given pound for
pound towards the construction of these roads.
This development, however, is new, and the
Northampton roads board is in such a finan-
eial position that it conld not possibly econ-
tribute 1s. towards any Government subsidy.
Although the Minigter for Works granted
£150 he stipulated that two of the prospectors,
namely Messrs, Green and Morton, should also
put up £50.

The Minister for Works:
late that.

Mr. MALEY: T admit that we got some
assistance from the Government, but it was
not commensurate with the requirements of
the distriect or of the mining people there.
With the amount of ore which is going to he
carted over these roads, it will cost the Gav-
ernment a congiderable sum of money to keep
them in a proper state of repair.

The Minister for Works: The obligation is
not on the Government to repair these roads.

I did net stipu-
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M. MALEY: The obligation is on the
(iovernment to assist any industry in the
State which is producing. If the Government
make the people repair these roads them-
selves and give no assistance whatever, they
will be giving no encouragement.

Hon. I°, Collier: What is the length of the
road?

Mr. MALEY: Tt is from nine to 12 miles.
The output of the Surprise Mine, which is the
show place of the distriet, although it is only
one of a dozen other mines, is approximately
130 tons a week. This ore has to be carted
from Geraldine to Ajana over these roads.
The Premier knows that the roads in this
distriet are the worst in the State. The ex-
tension of the railway line will only mean a
length of railway of nine or 10 miles, Thera
are already in sight on the Surprise mine
alone practically 50,000 tons of ore, and with
the extension of this railway it will bring
down the cost of production on a reasonable
basis 153, a ton, that is taking into eonsidera-
tion the cost that has to be incurred at pre-
sent of taking the necessary supplies, such as
explosives, anil other goods from the railhead
out to the mine. That 15s. will mean a saving
to the Surprise mine of £3%,5000. These
figures speak plainly, and T think the exten-
ston of the railway is warranted on this score
alone. T do not wish the House to run away
with the idea that the Surprise mine is the

- only mine in the district, for there are many

others, and fresh shows are constantly being
taken up and developed. We hope at some
future date that the railway will eventually
get into the electorate of the member for Gas-
coyne (Mr. Angelo).

Hon, P. Collier: You want to start out on
the long, long trail

My, MALEY " T think it is time the North
was given some consideration in the way of
transport facilities.

Hon. T. Walker: What about the South?

Mr, MALEY: The South is partienlarly
protected by the motion which the member for
Kanowna sicceeded in getting through this
House.

Hon., T. Walker: We are not protected at
all. No notice is taken of it.

My, MALEY: Then the motion will not
be a stumbling block in the way of this rail-
way. The resolution which was carried in this
House with regard to the Esperance line was
that the line should take precedence over any
line authorived up to that date. T take it that
the resolution does not affect any future rail-
ways that are anthorised on the score of ur-
gency. T do not think that if the Esperance
line was built it would bring in production as
quickly as would be effected Ly the extension
of the line T am aldvocating.

Hon, T. Walker: You are mistaken there,

Mr, MALEY: TIn what way?

Tfon, T. Walker: The production is almost
unlimited in the South, as are its possibilities,

Mr. MALEY: T have no reason to deubt
that eventually the hon. member’s assertion
will prove to be correct, but T ean emphatie-
ally state that at present the production in
the area T wmention is an absolute certainty
and is immediately available for the use of
the line. The need for the line is undoubted,
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(£ it 1s the opinion of the Government that
preduction is o cssential, it is equally essen-
tial that the Government should grant this ex-
tension, | have pleasure, therefore, in moving
the motion standing in my name.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [4.38]: I have
pleasure in supporting the motion. Through
the courfesy of the Minister for Mines I had
the privilege of visiting this area last January.
I was astounded to see the wonderful pros-
peets that had opened up for the development
of these lead mines. It is not a pocket or a
small field here in connection with these lead
mines.  We drove for miles, and for at least
20 miles alony the river and towards Northamp-
ton we were shown new lead mines that were
opening up in various centres. The principal
mine mentioned by the member for Greenouph
(Mr, Maley) is an exceedingly rich ome. |
think the lead ore was something like 13 feet
in width, and carvied up to 90 per cent. of
lead. When, on the 27th February, the member
for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) brought for-
ward his motion that the Esperance railway
ahould be the first construeted, I voted against
it, giving it as my reason that between the time
the promise wns made and the time when the
tiovernment would be in a position to build the
railway, some field might come into prominence,
such ag this field is now apparently deing, and
warrant a railway being constructed there im-
mediately. 1 am glad to hear, not only from
the member for Greenough but %rom otherg who
are disinterested in the matter, that thege mines
are opening up cven better than was antici-
pated. For that reason alone I have no hesi-
tation in supporting the motion. There are,
however, several other features 1 would like
to bring forward. This railway would only be
about 12 miles in length. At the present time
the terminus of the railway ends practically
nowhere, but the addition of this 12 miles
will take it to a definite point, pamely, the
Murchison river. TImmediately north of the
Murchison river, and between that point and
Hamlin Pool, there are at least three million
acres of good pastoral country which have not
even been taken up.

Mr, SPEAKER: Is that matter eovered by
the terms of this motion?

Mr. ANGELO: It is one of the reasons why
I consider this line should be constructed. In
these pastoral areas two or three lead mines
have already been discovered, and it is believed
that others will be found later. I feel certain
that if the railway is taken there. this pastoral
country, which has been reported as excellent
sheep-carrying country, will be taken up; and
the rent from that area alone would amount
to about £3,000 per annum, which wonld help
materially to pay the cost of construction and
working of this proposed railway., It would be
one of the conmecting points for a new stock
route from the (lascoyne to Perth.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! T do not think the
hon. member is in order in discussing under
this motion a line of railway teaching the Gas-
coyne.

Afr, ANGET.Q: The Murchison will he one
of the stations on that railway when completed.
At present T am advoeating that the line should
a@o g far as the Murchison, with, a view, later,
of its being continued further north. T men-

tion fthese features merely to show that the
propesed railway, if econstructed, will benefil
not only the lead mining industry but alsc
assist the pastoral industry by opening up vasi
areas of new ecountry at present not ever
toached.  The line now is unpayable, and thi
proposed extension would help to make it e
payable projosition. 1 have great pleasure ix
supporting the motion,

Mr, WILLCUCK (Geraldton) {5.3]: During
this session we have had several discussions o1
the lead mines in the Northampton district, and
as the mover has said, the House is pretty wel
aware of the possibilities of those wines. In
supporting the motion, I desire to point oul
that but for the existence of the lead mines
the railway ronning from Northampton t¢
Ajana would he an absolutely unpayable propo
sition. It is due solely to the existence of those
mines, and the working of them, that whai
would have been one of the most absolutely
ghastly failures of our railway system has been
turneil into something which, if not profitable
at least is paying working expenses now, [i
additional railway facilities were afforded
there, hy means of this further eight or nine
miles of construction, it would mean a largely
increased tonnage over the whole line. Al
present it does not yay to send ore to Fremantle
on acconnt of the cost of railway transport
about 17s. 6d. per ton, and £1 representing
cost of cartage, With the proposed extension,
it would be procticable to ship such ore. That
has an inportant bearing on the situation of
that railway as it stands {o-day. T agree with
the member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) that
the district has not merely one mine, but that
there are many mines which will be opened up
in the distriet. Details of the mining situation
there have heen given to the House already. If
it should be impossible to conatruet & railway
as snggested, perhaps something in the nature
of a tramwav might he built cheaply, say at a
enst of £10,000, and thns save £4,000 annually
of eartage now being paid by the lead miners.
On those grounds T think the House shonld
earry the motion,

The Miniater for Works: Toes the cartage
amwount to £4.00D0 per annum?

Mr. WILLCOCOK: Certainly.

The Minister for Works:
of ore cost £4 nper ton to cart?

Mr. WILTLOOCK: There in an outpnt of
130 tons per week from one mine alone. At
£1 per ton cartage, that output wonld repre-
sent over £4,000 per annum. T am caleulat-
ing that the railway freight wounld be equi-
valent to about one-eighth of the cost of
eartage. Those are the savings which would
be effected by virtue of the extension of the
existing railway as suggested by the motion,
which T have much pleasure in supporting.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
G. George—Murray-Wellingten) [5.7]: This
motion is framed in sueh terms as might be
applied to almost any line of railway pro-
jeeted in this State. The Government are
not adopting & position of opposing the con-
struction of a line of this kind. They are
not prepared to take the position of opposing
any railwayv construetion which ean be
shown to be of value to the people who

Do 1,000 tons
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have to get their living here. No Qovern-
ment would be justified in doing that out of
a mere spirit of oppoesition.

Hon. T. Walker: What about the Esper-
ance railway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But the
(tovernment are compelled to take the view
that the immediate construction of this rail-
way, or of any other railway, except the
Isperance railway, cannot be proceeded with,
in view of the resolution passed by this
House last session, of whieh lhon, members
are well aware. That resolution has  the
effeet of bloeking this or any other line from
being constructed immediately. Apart from
that, a pumber of railways are already au-
thorised and surveyed, but their eonstrue-
tion is not in hand. There is the Esperance
Northwards railway, in which the member
for Kanowna is very strongly interested.
There is the Nyabing-Pingarup line, in which
the member for Katanning #s interested.
Then there are the Dwarda-Narrogin, Bus-
selton-Muargaret River, and the Kondinin-
Merredin line. The last-named railway at
present stops at Fmu IIiIL

Mr. Maley: Did the construction of any
of those railways weigh with the Government
when they built the Bullfineh line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T was not
in the House when the Bullfinch line was
authorised, I do mot wish the mover to
think that I am antogonistic to his pro-
position. But 1 do wish the House to under-
gtand the situation. If any of these new
railways are to be built promptly, the
Hmse will have to take some action to
relicve the Government from the effect of
that resolution of last session. The arguments
of the mover in favour of this railway simply
come (own to this: there are lead mines
in the district, in which mines he believes;
and the Government are not prepared to dis-
pute that therc is a big probability of a
large gnantity of lead being produced in the
Northampton district, thus affording a wide
avenne for employment and for the produe-
tion of wealth in Western Australia.  The
mover points ont, as doer also the memher
for Geraldton (Mr. Willeoek), that the work-
ing of these mines ig seriously handieapped
by the cost of cartage. By way of illustra-
tion, I may point out that owing to the stop-
page of the Kondinin line at Emu Hill the
farmers in that district are handicapped to
the extent of 180 miles of railway ecarriage,
which they have to pay extra in order to get
their produce to market. TFurther, those
farmers, unless they cart over a distance of
23 miles, are handicapped to the extent of
nearly 130 miles of railway hanlage in get-
ting their stores and supplies from DPerth.
Those are fairly heavy haundicaps for a very
worthy class of men.

Mr. Maley: But has wot a proposition
been put before the Minister?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, That
proposition has been discussed now for about
two years. But in the face of the resolution
to which I have refarred, it is impossible for
the Government to give those farmers the re-
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lief they necd. From personal cxperience
and knowledge, having visited the distriet, L
ean assure hon. members that there are prob-
ably 200 or 300 farmers settled in that arca
and handicapped to the extent I have stated.
Moreover, we have the following surveys
authorised but not even started: the Won-
gan Hills railway extension to junction
with  Mt., Marsball, the Mt. Marshall
to XNewcarnie railwey, and the Armadale
Dwarda railway extension. Those are all
railway works which have been authorised by
previous Parliaments, and which have not been
carried ont, Unless the redolution passed last
session is vescinded, there is absolutely not
even ‘‘Buckley’s show’’ of getting a survey of
the line proposed by this motion, notwith-
standing that the Government may be in full
sympathy with the preject. In the eircum-
stances, to pass a resolution of this nature is
utterly useless. 1t would amount to merely
a pious wish of hon, members, which cannot
be carried into effect. The mover was good
enough to refer to the faet that a deputation
waited upon me as Minister for Works in con-
nection with road construction. I gave the
deputation some assistance, I gave them what
1 thonght was o fair thing. When the mine
owners voluntarily, without any persuasion on
my part, offered to give £50 or £60, I looked
upon the offer an an instance justifying the
proverb about those who help themselves, 1
thought that as Minister for Works T might
be aillowed to help them if they were prepared
to help themselves; and T did help them. Let
me inention that wany roads beards in this
State are now finding money for works apart
from their rater, and are asking the Govern-
ment to help them with a pound for pound
subsidy. TIn such cases T am prepared to help
so far as the means at my command will allow.
Moreover, T know that if ratepayers furnish
money in that way they will take care to seo
that the work is done economieally and well.
(in the evidenee brought before me as Min-
ister for Works, T eould not do more than
give a small sum towards the cost of roads.
I could not do as mueh as I would have liked
to o, on acrount of the war. There is a diffi-
eulty regarding the survey of this proposed
railway extension; and the next diffienlty,
and tho biggest difficulty, is that we cannot
get rails. Of the 60 miles of rpils whieh the
Scaddan Government had the foresight and
the Tuck to order hefore they went out of office,
wa have up to date received 15 miles; and yet
all those rails should have been delivered over
18 montha ago. That is the position as re-
gards rails. Tn order to get rails to earry out
the sidings required by the Wheat Scheme, T
almost landed myself in Fremantle gaol,

Hon. W, C, Angwin: ‘There shounld be no
fear of that, seeing the prices rharged the
farmers for those rails,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am quite
satisfied that tho farmers do not care whether
T go to gaol or not, if only T ecan honse their
wheat. However, we could not get the rails
at the present time, and T do not see what ad-
vantage the hon, member will obtain if he
carries the motion, except that he ean then show
to hiz constitnents that he has ereated a disens-
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sion and so brought the matter prominently
forward. :

Hon, P. Collier: That is an imputation,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nothing
of the sort. If it is regarded as such I will
withdraw it.

Hon, P. Collier: Tt is unworthy,

The MINISTER FOR WORXS: I ouly say
that the hon. member ean show his constituents,
which is quite laudable, that he has done his
best, I can assure the hon. member that there
is no intention to cast any imputation. He will
have an opportunity of showing his constitu-
ents that he has had the matter discussed, even
although it is a hopeless casc.

Hon, P. Collier: That he has brought for-
ward a hopeless case for the purpose of pleas-
ing his constituents!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do nct
think there is oceasion for me to say anything
further.

Hon. T. WALKER (Eanowna) [517]: I
do not wish to cmbarras the Government in
any senge of the word, but I desire to em.
phasise the necessity for ecarrying out pro-
promises as old as constitutional Government in
this State. We have a railway commenced
at Esperance, but which hag been stopped. I
was surprised to hear the Minister for Works
say to-day that it is not within the province
of the Government to object to the construc-
tion of railways. In the ecase mentioned,
tley not only opposed a railway, but stopped
a railway actoally in the course of conmstrue-
tion.

The Minister for Works: That was another
Government, not this one.

Hon, T. WALKER: The hon. member was
Minister for Works at the time, and re-
peatedly said that he took the rcsponsibility
for it. And he told us then fthat as soon as
the Royal Commission reported, he counld
gtart work within a fortnight.

The Minister for Works: Those were not
my words. I said that as soon as I got in-
structions to go on T eould start. So T eould.

Hon. T. WALKER: We have heard noth-
ing of proceeding with that line. It is scan-
dalous that we shonld now hear a half pro-
mise that there shall be other railways built
while that part of the State is ahsolutely
lnngnishing. A great wrong has been done,
for which no complete reparation can be
made., I decidedly object to the comatruction
of the proposed line whilst the TEsperance
line is left untouched. At the same time T
fully admit the justice of the ease the hon.
member has put up for this proposed railway.
Some efforts ought to be made, and if the
rails can he found for other purposes, these
necessary works should be  undertaken.
There is no reason why T shonld not vote
for the proposed new line, providing that it
is to be placed amougst the others that
ought to be constructed; there is nothing to
prevent my line having its proper precedence
if T vote for this proposed new line. It is
a necessary work, and ought to be under-
taken at the earliest onportunity. Tt is cer-
tainly not of the Bullfinch railway order, ae-
cording to the evidence given. T will support
the motion. At the same time I trust that
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cven these nine or ten miles of railway will
not be built until T get nine or ten miles at
Esperance.

Mr. Pickering: What would be the use of
nine or ten miles at Esperance?

lHon, T. WALKER: It would be somec-
thing.

Mr. Maley: It would be a step in the right
direetion.

Hon. T. WALKER: That iz so. People
now unine miles away from s railway are not
in a very difficult position.

Mr. Maley: Even on a mining proposition?

Hon. T. WALKER: BEven on a mining pro-
position that distance from a rajlway is not
an insaperable disadvantage with lead at the
present high price. When the war is over
and lead comes down to normal, there will be
cven more foree in the argument for.the im-
mediate condtruction of the lne. I wish to
emphasise the fact that a wrong has been
done to the Esperance district and that the
urgency for the building of that line ia al-
ways present in the minds of the people of
the distriet. Tf it came to the actual build-
ing of this proposed new line, I would have to
take my stand and comnsider whether the cir-
cumstances warrant the building of this
line in precedence to the Esperance railway.
At the present time I shall not oppose the
motion.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.23]: I am
in the unfortunate position of ropresenting a
distriet that for the last 60 vears has lam-
guished for a railway. While I am prepared
to support the motion, I am not prepared to
concede that my distriet should be deprived
of its railway for one moment longer than
is necessary.

Hon, T. Walker: Is not Busselton dead?

Mr. PICKERING: No, it is very much
alive.

The Minister for Works: Where is Buasel-
tont

Mr, PICKERING: When we consider that
this railway in the South-West was one of
the first to be promised

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing in the
motion about a railway in the South-West.
The hon. member must deal with the motion
for the Ajana rajlway extension.

Mr. PICKERING: But the member for
Kanowna dealt with the Fsperance railway,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member re-
ferred to a railway that was authorised by
Parliament and has been actually in con-
struction. But we cannot discuss all railway
rropositions under this motion.

Mr, PICEERING: This railway in my dis-
trict has been passed by Parliament. T
think there should be an addendum to the
motion that all promised railways should be
construeted in their order of precedence. The
railway in my electorate should have been
built many years ago, and probably would
have been but for the brutal treatment it
reccived at the hands of past Governments,
awl which it is now endeavoured ta extend
by poiting uther roilways in priority to mine,
I may agree with the member for Gresnough
that this proposed new line is necessary,
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but  certainly it is not more neces-
sury than is the railway in my district.
The PREMIER (Hon. H, B. Lefroy—Moore)
|5.23]: 1 cun realise with the member for
Greenough the importance of the lead mining
industry in the Geraldine district. I visited
the district myself, and I know that there is
much wealth already visible there, while I fully
believe that there is a very large amount of
wealth still hidden in the earth, We have great
wealth in that distriet, but of course lead cén-
not be worked unless the cost of production
iz made as low as possible. That has been the
trouble in the past at Geraldine, namely, that
although the lead was there, the cost of get-
ting it to market was so great that it did not
pay at the prive then obtainable. At the pre-
gent time, onwing to war conditions, the price of
lead has gene up, and people have been en-
couraged ' to again engage in that industry. [
am pleased to think that some important dis-
coveries have been made in that distriet, be-
eanse it gives hope that we shall have greater
developments there in future. We have now
one or two mines newly opened, and there is
evidence that a great deal of prospecting is
going on through the district. We have one
mine in operation at Narratarra, where the
residents number about 150 souls, and it is
encouraging to see the cxcellent way in which
that mine i8 being worked under modern
methods. T know that the railway to Ajana
cannot stop there, but sconer or later must be
extended further north. At the present time
the State is in such a position that it cannot
engage in the building of new railways., |
think the railway to Ajana is warranted on the
present development, if only the country were
in a position to build it. Ajana is about 50
miles from Geraldton, and about another 12
miles would bring the railway into the heart
of the mining district. But we are surrounded
by 2 good many difficulties, and T am somewhat
surprised at the wording of the motion, in view
of the position the hon. member took up in re-
gard to a motion moved by the member for
Kanowna on the 27th February last. The House
will remember that the motion moved by the
member for Kanowna was g follows:-—
That in the opinion of this House the
first railway to bhe comstructed in pursuance
of the programme of railway construction
authorised by Parliament should be the Fs-
peranee Northward line.
Of course if onme desired to be hypereritical,
one might read that to mean that it should only
apply to railways already anthorised; so if the
House proposed to authorise a new railway,
that new railway could he comstructed forth-
with in the face of this motion moved hy the
member for Kanowna. The hon, member for
Greenough (Mr. Malev) i not satisfied with
that. An amendment was moved hy the member
for Williams-Narrogin (JMr. Johnston) to add
the following words to the motion of the mem-
her for Kanowna, **That all railways should
be built in order of their precedence as they
were anthorised by Parliament.’’ That would
Iny down a distinct rule that 21l railways shonld
he built in the order of precedence as they were
authorised hy Parliament. T pointed out at
the time that difficulty would arise if we allowed
that amendment to pass, and after some little
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discussion it did not pass, but the member 10r
Greenouph with six other members of the
House supported the amendment. The hon.
member supported the proposal that all rail-
ways should be built in their order of pre-
cedence as they were anthorised by Parliament.
In view of that amendment which was sup-
ported hy the hon, member for Greenongh, hut
which the Houge objected to, the hon. member
cannot now well come and ask the Hounse, after
only eight months, to really upset the amend-
ment which he supported at that time. This
vailway 1 believe is warranted, and if the Gov-
ernment were in a position to build a railway
to the Geraldine mining district and there was
money it might be built. There are many rail-
ways in Western Augtralia that are warranted
at the present time. There are railways which
have already been authorised by $his House.
I know myself of a distriet in the Eastera
wheat area north of the goldfields line, in the
Yorkrakine district, where thers is a Jarge num-
bLer of settlers pining for a railway, men who
have been doing well opening up the country,
not a few, but a large number of settlers who
have been doing splendid work. These men are
carting up to 25 miles to a railway. These are
the people we should assist if we possibly can.
These men have gone out and in spite
of difficultice which they have had to sur-
mount, have endeavoured to open up the
country under the promise that a railway would
be construeted—I can svarcely put it that
way but there was an understanding given
that a railway would be construeted there in
the course of time.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: T had something to
do with that: I know something abhout it. The
railway was built but was put further ont in
consequence of the action of a pressman.

The PREMIER: Tt is diffienlt to know
what is geing to happen year by year in a
country like this. A few years ago one would
not have thought that the present develop-
mental work would be going on in the Ger-
aldine distriet, There is only one real going-
concern oprened up there at the present time.
No doubt the argument might he used that
there is great diffienlty in transport and that
there is not sufficient encouragement for fur-
ther work heing done, That is a good argu-
ment, still it is doubtful whether the Govern-
ment are justified in immediately constructing
this railway te Geraldine in view of the fact
that s0 many railways have already been
authorised hy the Houge in order to encourage
the production from the soil. Produetion in-
eregres with work on the land and does not
diminish an it does in the production from a
mine, and consequently under the rciream-
stances T am sure the hon. member will not
endeavour to press his motion in the terms in
whieh he has moved it. If the hon. member
azked the House to say that a railway to
the Geraldine distriet—an extension of the
Ajana line—was warranted in order to en-
courage proper development and production,
T do not think the House would seriously ob-
ject to it. T think it is no doubt warranted
and if the eountry was in a position to bnild
the railway, it might dc so, but the eountry
is not in a position at the present moment
unless some further development takes place
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there. I told the people in that district whei
1 was there a short time ago, and when the
question of extending the railway from Ajana
was brought before me, that I was sure when
development took place in the distriet which
warrgnted the construction of a railway, the
Government of the day, whatever that Gov-
ernment was, would be prepared to huild a
railway if the country was in a pogition to
do so. That was the proper position to take
up and any Government desiring the de-
velopment of this country when they find
that by the econstruetion of a short line like
this that the country can be developed and
encouraged, would be prepared to build the
line. At the same time, I think the hon. mem-
ber in view of the opinion expressed by his
vote only eight months ago would not be
justified in asking the House to agree to the
motion in the form in which it now stands.
He could not merely ask the House to say that
in its opinion the immediate constroction of
the railway line from Ajana to Geraldine
was warranted, We can scarcely say that.

Hon. T. Walker: You say you could not do
it,

The PREMIER: We are not in a position to
do it now. We might scrape the money to-
gether somehow but it would not be fair to
other parts of Western Australia.

Hen, T. Walker: You conld not get the
rails,

The PREMIER: Even if we could I do not
think we should do it at the present moment,
if we could find money. I think the money
could be spent in a more profitable way than
in extending this railway. There are many
industries in this country which ought to be
encouraged in every possible way., I hope
the hon. member will amend the motion in a
way in which it will be aceeptable to the
House. I do not wish to throw cold water
on the motion so far as to expréss the view
that a railway to Geraldine will never be war-
ranted, for T hope the time is not far distant
when it will be warranted. If the railway
was extended another 12 miles it woeuld bring
abont a preat deal of Jevolopment work in
the lead mines and also the copper mines,
because there is a considerable amount of
copper there as well as lead whieh would be of
great advantage to the country. Tn the pres-
ent form [ cannot accept the motion and [
trust the hon. member will be able to submit
it in sueh a form that it will be aceeptable
to the House.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Pre-
mantle) [5.40): After listening to the Pre-
mier and the Minister for Works, I agree that
the motion requires amending and I move an
amendment—

That the word ‘‘immediate’’ in line 2 be

struck out.

The Premier has told us that the railway is
warranted, though it is only 10 miles from
the present line. Tf this was in the Old Coun-
try they would never dream of building a
railway for one mine nor for a dozen mines.
In the district T came from there were 20
mines 10 miles from a railway aod all the
hanlage had to be done by horses. T ghax-
antee there are a dozen mines in that distriet
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to-day, but when we come to this country
where there i3 a two-penny half-penny show
employing half a dozen mnen, at once there is
an outery for a railway. 1 wish merely fo
point out to members that no soomer do men
dig o hole in the ground than they want a
railway to it, The Premier has visited the
distriet and he told us that the prospects war-
rant the construction at some time of a rail-
way when the money is available and when
the railway material is available,

The Premier: And more development.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: TFor the reasons 1
have stated I move the amendment.

Mr, LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.421: I am
absolutely against the carrying of this mean-
ingless otion, a motion apparently designed
to deceive people. I have in mind the fact
that the Premier jast year met a very repre-
sentative depuation on the goldfields relating
to another railway which has been urged by
the member for Kanowna. If at that time
the Premier was sincere, and undeubtedly he
was sincere, he led the deputation to believe
that when the rails were available Esperance
would be connected with the Eastern gold-
fields by rail. I do not know whether the
Premier at that time rogarded his promise in
the same light as he desires to regard this
amended motion, but I spy it would be in-
finitely more honest and stroightforward and
decent of the House if members turned down
a motion of this deseription instead of amend-
ing it to humbug the people. The Premier dis-
tinetly promised the deputation on the Eastern
goldfietds that the Esperance Bay railway
would be constructed as soon as the rails were
available.

Hon. W. C,
warranted?

Mr. LAMBERT:
that it is warranted.

Hon. W, €. Angwin:
able?

My, LAMBERT: I do not know, but the
Premier was sineere in the promise made, or
T hope he was, T have no desire to discount
the claims put forward by the member for
Greenough, but I say at the earliest possible
date, if the Government have any regard for
the mining industry of this country, they will
connect the Eastern Goldfields with Esperance
Bay.

Mr, Harrison: This is a mining railway too.

Mr. LAMBERT: I quite know that, and [
am quite in accord with the member for
Greenough in his desire to assist the metal-
liferons mines in khis loecality, hut his proposal
is insignificant in comparison with the build-
ing of the link hetween the Eastern golifields
and Esperance.

Mr. Harrison: What traffic would you pet?

Mr. LAMBERT: We have at the present
timte the Transcontinental Railway in compe-
tition with our own State railways, and I do
not think we are getting that benefit from the
extension of that line eastwards that we shoukl
he recciving. We would, however, derive
greater Dbenefit by the opening up of more
territory of value to the State if the Govern-
ment realised the importance of connecting up
Fsperance by rail and carried out that work,

Angwin: Do you think it is
I am absolutely confident

Are the rails avail-
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I am quite with the member for Kanowna in
stressing that point.

Mr, SPEAKER: We¢ are not discussing the
Ksperanece railway.

My, LAMBERT: If the carrying of this
motion implies that the railway asked for by
the member for Grecnough will be built be-
fore the Msperance line, you, Mr, Speaker,
will bear with me when I contend I am in
order in putting forward the claims of a rail-
way the construetion of which has already
been authorised. The Premier will frankly
admit that he has promised to link up the
Esperance distriet with the Eastern goldfields.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the motion; I cannot
allow him to allude to the Eastern Goldfields.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the carrying of this
motion implies that the suggested railway will
be Luilt before the others which are already
authorised, or which may be more necessary,
I will eertainly wvot support the motion or the
amendment. If the motion is amended on the
lines suggested by the member for North-East
Fremantle it will only have the effect of hum-
bugging the people in the Geraldine district.
It would be more straightforward on our part
if we turned down the motion altogether. [
would prefer to see the member for Green-
ough persevere with his motion without the
amendment and then, if the House should turn
it down, the people interested will know the
attitude of hon. members towards the pro-
posal. But if it is going to carry an implied
promise that to-morrow, or the day after, or
in a century hence, the railway will be built,
it will be dishonest and distinetly unfalr to
the people there. It will also be unfair to the
people of the Eastern Goldficlds becanse of
the promise which was made, apparently sin-
cerely hy the Prewier, that when raila werg
available the work of constructing the Esper-
ance line would be put in hand. I hope that
the first railways to be built will be those
which are nrgently required, and if the im-
portance of those lines is taken into eonsid-
eration, there will not be the slightest doubs
about the work of constructing the Esperance
line being put in hand.

Mr. MALEY {Greenough—on minendment)
[5.580]: I am prepared to aceept the amend-
ment moved by the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon, W. G, Angwin). [ cannct
understand the logic of the member for Bus-
sex (Mnr. Pickering) in urging that the con-
atruction of a railway to the Margaret River
Caves, or somewhere there, for pienicking
purposes, is of greater importance than a
short railway which will have the effect of
helping in the development of the State.

Mr. Pickering: On a po'nt of order, is the
hon. member justified in referring to the
Busselton-Margaret River railway in such
terma?

Mr,
order.

Mr, MALEY: The Premier has requested
me not to press the motion. On the other
hand, his colleague, the Minigter for Works,
wag uneharitable enough to make an impu-
tation against me, but having withdrawn it,

SPEAKER: There is mo point of
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it would not be good form on my part to
dilate on it. I absolutely detest anything
of that nature. With regard to the Geral-
dine mines, 1 desire to say that they are
of & wonderfully high average value, The
Premier made some remarks about the mines
at Baddera and XNarratarra. 1 may state
that thesc mines are working ore, averaging
14 per cent. I would point out that a fair
average of the mines at Geraldine is from
40 to 60 per eent. taken right across the ore
channel, In the future, when the price of
lead must go down after the termination of
the war, of course only the higher grade
mines will succeed, and the mines at Geral-
dine will therefore have to be provided for.
The residents of this State some 40 years
ago were cner@etic enough to build the
Northampton railway. At that time the
population of Western Australia was only
14,000 souls, and that line was the first
built in the State, the object of its construe-
tion being to encourage the lead industry at
Northampton. If the people of Western
Australia were cnergetic enough in  those
days to construct such a short line of rail-
way, and if an additional nine miles now
will assist to make that and other lines pro-
fitable, the work should be undertaken. If
the Government do not agree to the motion
they have no cnterprise left in them. They
are calling out for production; here is one
avenue by which they ean encourage it.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [553]: T
have no wish to throw cold water on the
aspirations of the hon. member who hav
moved the motion, but the House would not
be justified in seriously declaring that the
construction of a railway ia warranted to the
distriet in question upon the information
which we have before us. Has the House
been given sufficient facts and figures re-
garding the present development, and the
proapective development, of the Geraldine
district to cnable us, as a set of common
sense business men, to say that the construe.
tion of a line is justified, T will not say that
a railway is not warranted, but I do say
that the House shounld have more informa-
tion before deliherately declaring that the
Yine should be built. It would be wrong, teo,
if the House, in an offhand fashion, raised
what might prove to be the fulse hopes of
the people in that distriet. We know that
in the list read out by the Minister for
Works there arc several hundred miles of
railways authorised, and that the authorisa-
tion in some eases goes back several years,
and also that thare is no possible chance of
the construction of these lines in the mnear
future. To pass’ a motion such as that
moved by the member for Greenough wounld
have the effeet of conveying an impresgion
—and not only an impression but it would
also be an assuranee—to the people of the
Geraldine distriet that the outcome of the
passage of the motion meant that the line
would Dbe congtructed, when we know full
well that such would not he the case. To
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pass the motion would be decidedly unfair
to those other distriets which have beeu
waiting for authorised railways to be built
for some years past. [ am not making any
complaint with regard to the hon. member’s
action; lie has made out as good a c¢ase as
he is in a position to present to the House;
but I do say that the case as submitied to us
i3 not sufficient to justify our taking action.
Before a Government decides that a railway
must be constructed in a particular district,
it is the practice to send out responsible
officers of the Lands Department to report
upon the area, and the value and the qual-
ity of the land to be served by the propesed
railway. Investigations are also made by
competent engineers as to the cost, and
other aspects of the question are taken into
congideration. The railway advisory board
reports upon the matter, and then after the
Government have received the fullest pos-
sible information from all those sources
C'abinet decides whether the facts are suffi-
cient to justify them in asking Parliament
to pass a Bill for the construction of the
line. Something like that should be done in
this ease. I do not wish to vote against the
wotion, T may be doing the district an in-
justice. I am not in a position to judge
upon the matter but the hon, member, T take
it, has attained his end by ventilating in this

House the need for this particular line. He.

has bronght the matter forward prominently
under the notice of the Government and I
take it that the neccssary inquiries will now
be made, Having done that he shounld not
press the motien; at least he should consent
to an adjournment of the debate.

On motion by Mr, Piesse debate adjourned.

PAPERS— ‘ULYSSES’’ STRANDING
INQUIRIES.
Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [6.0]: I
nmove-—
That there be laid on the Table of the
House all papers relating to the stranding
of the *‘Ulysses'’ and subsequent inquiries
dealing with the ecase of Pilot Williamson.
[ understand there is no objection to these
papers being laid on the Table of the House
and therefors there is mo meed to make any
lengthy remarks. Everybody is aware of the
matter to which reference is made. It was
of considerable interest at the time and I un-
derstand that Pilot Williamson is not satisfied
with the treatment he has received since the
inquiries, that is to say, the original inquiry
and that conducted by the Royal Commission.
The ‘‘Sunday Times’’ of the 22nd September
published a statement which was made by
Pilot Williamson and that in itself is soffie-
ient justification for hon. members being
placed in possession of the facts, It is not
more than is sought for in the motion. I
will content myself with moving the motion
standing in my name.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOOD (Honorary
Minister) [6.0]: The Government offer no ob-
jection to these papers being laid on the Table
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and have had the pleasure of aailing with

hini on the same ship. I always found him

a very good and attentive officer, and have

10 intention of opposing the motion.
Question put and passedl,

MOTION—LARBOUR BOARD, BUNBURY,
TO DISALLOW REGULATION,
Mr, MOXNEY (Bunbury) [6.2]: I move—
That Reguiation 104a of the Bunbury Har-
bour Board, laid upon the Table of this
House on the Sth October, be disallowed.
The regulation in question is one purporting to
be made under the powers given by the Bun-
bury Huarbour Board Aet of 1909, By that
Act and by the Interpretation Aet of 1898 it
is necessary that such regulation shall be pub-
lished in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ and with-
in 14 days laid upon the Table of the House,
This particular regulation is on the Table ot the
House new, and L am taking the earliest oppor-
tunity of bringing the matter before the House
to show cause why this Chamber should dis-
allow jt. The regulation reads as follows:—
His Excellency the Governor-in-Council
has been pleased to approve the following
vegulation made by the Bunbury Harbour
Board, with effect from the 27th September,
1918:—'¢104a. Owing to conditions brought
about by the European war all wharfages
(inwards and outwards), port dues, tonnage
and herthage dves, are subject to a special
war surtax of 20 per cent. upon the amounts
of the dues or charges which may become
payable under the headings mentioned. This
surtzx shall continue in operation during the
eontinuance of the war, or as circumstances
dietate in the diserction of the members of
the board.?’
I will deal firstly with the wording of the regu-
lation before dealing with the merits of the
case. [ think the Honse will fully appreciate
the necessity of any regulation of this nature
being perfectly definite, so that any person
reading it may understand what it means and
what it purports to enforce. The regulation
says—
This surtax shall continue in operation dur-
ing the continuance of the war,
I submit that had the regulation stopped there
woe would all have understood exactly how long
it would be enforeed, but by the nddition of
the words—

Or ag circumstances dictate in the disere-
tion of the members of the board.

Ne one can have any idea for what period the
regulation will be enforced. Does it mean that
the membera of the board may enforce it for
a shorter period than the period of the war?
Does it mean that members of the board may
add a period to the period of the war, and
enforee it for a certain time after the war,
or does it mean that the regulation will be
there for all time, subject to the wishes of, or
diseretion which may be exercised at any time
by, the members of the board? Tf it is not
intended that the period of the war shall he
the period poverning that in which the regu-
lation shall be in operation, then for the regu-
Intion to be good that period of the war could
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as the period of time during whick the regula-
tion should be in existence. On the other hand,
if it is intended that the period of the war
shall be the stated period during which the
regulation shall be in force, the latter part of
it should be cut out entirely, and that should be
the definite time in which the regulation should
be in operation. 1 am sure that on the grounds
of indetiniteness alone, as to the meaning of
the latter portion of the regulation, this should
be suflicient for it to be disallowed by the
House. Wi are responsible when these regu-
lations are laid before us, for their wording,
and [ am sure no one in the Chamber would
desire a regulation of such indefiniteness and
uncertainty to go forward as having been
passed by uws, Furthermore, when these regu-
lations are passed by Parliament they have
the same effect as an Act of Parliament, and
it is therefore necessary that they shonid be
sent forth in clear and unmistakable language.
I anticipate that the Minister may be plad to
have this repujation disallowed in order that
it may be cleaved of its present indefinite ehar-
acter, With regard to the wmerits of the regu-
Iation, I wouid like to remind the House that
the profita of the Bunbury Harbour Board in
the past have heen made entirely from the dues
that have been paid by the exporters of the
Bonth-West, T mean in particular the timber
exporters. Not only have these exporters paid
in dues the necesgary working expenses of the
hoard for some time prior to the war, but they
have in addition paid the interest and sinking
fund on the capital expenditure, and further,
have paid a very considerable amount into the
Consolidated Revenue of the State. This is in
fact a very good business proposition for West-
ern Australia. T am satisfied that in the futnre
not only will it he as good a husiness proposi-
tion as it has been in the past, but that when
the war is over it will far execed any husiness
which it has done in the past. In spite of all
that has been paid inte the Bunbury Harbour
Board, they are now asked hy this regulation
to pay an extra duc of 20 per cent. in the form
of a surtax.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They have not paid
much during the Iast two or three vears.

Mr, MONEY: T spoke of what had been
naid hefore the war. For the five vears prior
to the war we paid into Consolidated Revenue
no less than £49,000, which is a very consider-
able sum,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: How much of that was
interest?

Mr, MONTEY: T mention this to show that
we have heen good enstomers to the State in
the vears hefore the war. T am speaking now
nf the timber industrv of the Seuth-West. This
industrv has not only made the South.\Waest,
Tat T am not sure that it has not half made
the State as a whole. The mement that this
industry was unable to sopply and feed the
raitwave with its products the revenme of the
reilwave eame down to sueh an extent that
this circumstanee has heen given as an explann-
tion in part of the financial position of West-

ern Anstralia to-dav. T need neot. there-
fore, dilate too wmueh on  an  industre
the immnortance of which we all fully

annreciafe Althouoh we have done so mneh for
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more than apy other single industry in
Western Australia is being hit through the
absence of shipping in the required tonnage
at our ports. This has necessitated the clos-
ing down of manyv of our mills, and the ces-
sation of business, Ts it wise, therefore, to
hit us harder and to inerease our losses by
imposing upon us at this stage this surtax
of 20 per cent.? Seecing that we have paid
su muech into Consolidated Revenue in the
past, surely the Consolidated Revenus ecan
help to bridge the Bunbury Harbour Board
over the period of the war, without its being
necessary for such an impost to be inflicted.
Tt we had not paid that large amount inte
Consolilated Revenue in the past, there
might have been some argument in favour
of the impost, Had the amount which has
gone into Consplidated Revenue been put
into a reserve fund, as shouid have been the
case, we should then have kmown what re-
lict we could have looked for in these times ~
of stress when we required a little monetary
assistance,

Mr. O'Loghlen: The revenue would suffer
very mueh if it were all earmarked in this
wav, There must he some dopartments ghow-
ing a profit in order to make up for the losses
in Consolidated Revenue in other directions.

Mr, MONEY: We know that the momney
hias gone into Consolidated Revenue, and wr
are therefore entitled, as it were, to draw to
some extent on our reserve, and to look upon
that money as a reserve fund. T take it it
ia undenied that the {imber industry to-day
is at a low cbbh. 1 mention that to show the
reasonableness of the plea that the timber
industry shoulil receive fair treatment. The
timber export contracts that are in existence
to-day are made as a rule four or five months
ahead. This surtax of 20 per cent. haa been
imposed without any prior notice whatever
exeept the publication in the *‘Government
Gazette'' of 27th September, and comes into
foree immediately.

The Minigter for Works: How mueh per
lond does it represent?

Mr. MONEY: Approximately 6d. per load.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

M. MONEY: Before tea T was mentioning
the fact that this surtax of 20 per cent. was
imposed by publication in the ‘‘Government
Gnzette™' of the 27th September and came
into cffect immediately. TIf it is not retros-
pective legislation it is almost equal to it.
Tt horders so closely on retrospection that it
is equally bad and detrimental and unjust to
those affected by it, in this way: if I had
heen left to suppose that for the next three
ar feur months a law would be in operation,
T shonld quote aceordingly and make my
econtracts, and if my supposition is wrong
and the law is altered sooner than the three
or four months, then as far as I am con-
corned it is equal to restrospection.  From
past experience in the House we know that
memhera have cntirely rejected legislation
of a retrospeetive mnatnre or legislatinn that
works harshly to those whom it affects, Tt
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paid by the timber industry, but that the
surtax is wharfage., L am informed by those
voncerned in the industry that their eon-
tracts are to place the timber free on board,
and in many cases the timber companies char-
fer vessels, and are actoally shippers. I
have also been reminded that this tax
is the same as that at Fremantle. That
may be perfectly correct, but Fremantle is
not affeeted in the same way as the ports of
the South-West. The ports of the South.
West are entirely dependant for their re-
venue on the export of timber—I say that
approximately—and I think the Minister will
agres with me that, if a mistake has been made
at Busselton by having a tax imposed there,
the Minister will see that the tax iy re-
moved.

Hon. R. H. Underwond (Honorary Minis-

ter): It was never on.
Mr. MONLY: 1 accept the DMinister's
statement. It only shows the House how

rmuch the timber has suffered because the
Minister says that at ome port it does not
matter how much the tax is, because they
do not notice it. it shows the smallness of
the trade, If the industry is suifering that
is all the more reason why we should relieve
it, instead of increasing the burdens, In
reference fo this retrospective legislation, if
it has the slightest idea of retrospection, 1
may point ont that 13 or 14 years ago it was
decided to incrcase treights om timber ear-
rigdd in Western Australia, It was  then
pointed ont that there were existing eon-
tracts, and, immediately it was recognised by
the then Government that the increase was
affecting  the contracts in existence, all
the timber which was gsnpplied to the
existing contracts was exempt from the
increase in freight. There i3 ne differ-
ence between an increase in  railway
freights in one case and an inerease in har-
hour dues in the other. It is exactly the same,
whether an increase of railway freights or
harbour dues. T remember, when dise¢nssing
the Land and Tnecome Tax Bill, what a ery
there was when it was suggested that there
shonld be a retrospeetive tax, and it must
be within the recollection of the House that
one tax was abandoned and another repealed
becanse it was supposed to be wrong in prin-
ciple. In a case like this, where there is a
recognised hardship, I cannot see how any
Government—and T do not think the present
Government intend it—ean desire to impose
a tax of this natvre if it will work a hard-
ship and where it works an injustice to the
people concerned. Tt wmay not be a large
matter, it may only affect 15,000 or 16,000
Ioads of timber, yet if the prineiple is right,
and if we desire to do right, T am satisfied
the House will not allow a regulation that
works a hardship in any shape or form to
stand. Reverting to what I said in opening,
that it wonld be wrong for the House to pass
legislation, beeause this is equal to legisla-
tion—I submit, on reading this regulation,
especially that portion that refers to the
period of time during which it shall be in
existence, T venture to state there is mnot a
member who can say how long it will be in
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existence. There is an attempt made to be
definite, but it ends up by being very inde-
finite, It is wrong in principle and in every
shape whatever. [ think I have said sufhi-
¢ient to prove to the House the necesaity for
the regulation being disallowed.

My, O'LOGHLEXN (Torrest) [7.40]: In
view of the financial position that exists in
the State, I take it that all members are re-
luetant to take any action that will deprive
the Treasurer of revenue, but I think the
Treasurer in his finanecial methods is desirous
that we shall sceure as much reévenue as pos-
sible and at the same time be just.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: There is justice in
this.

Ar., O'LOGHLEN: That may be the
opirion of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle, but I think the member for Buubury
has made out an excellent ease, I am not
going to challenge his opinion as to the retro-
spective character of the regulation; I deo
not know how it can be retrospective, but he
Ias o better knowledge of the definition of
terms than I have.

Mr. Nairn: T think the hon. member meang
the effect on contracts.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: There is a vital dif-
ferenee between =an taxation measure and a
regulation, Taxation that is injurious and
that will affect existing business iz fore-
shadowed, and in the various readings of the
measure and the subsequent passage there is
some indiention or warning given. Take as
o parallel case those engaged in the liquor
trade.  Those people know for a definite
period ahead what is the proposed law, and as
a consequence they enter into their contracts
accordingly.

Hen, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : 'This has been in cxistence at Fremantle
for years.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It may he in existence
at Fremantle, but if the Minister had inti-
mated that it was going to come into force
at Bonbury, there would have been an ele-
ment of justice about it. All the hon. member
asks is that some should be allowed in regard
to future contracts. I do met think the Min-
ister, however keen he may Dbe to pet rev-
enne, desires to be unfair in bringing in a
new impost.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : This was held up for a Tong time,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the shippers had no
knowledpe on entering into existing contracts
and those contracts are subject to the surtax,
then T claim they had no warning.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Whoe pays the tax?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The general assumption
is that the consumer at the other end of the
world pays, but that dees not apply in this
cage. The hon. member knows that this prim-
ary industry hag had a severe trial.

Member: Do you think you will get your
shipping freights any cheaper?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I know one man en-
gaged in the timber industry who occasionally
is able to secure a small order from South
Africa to enable him to keep going in the
smallest possible way, and I know how diffi-
enlt it ig for him to get those oceasional ship-
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ments to keep his plant at work. If he can
secure higher prices from overseas, then let
those overseas pay fer it. I have never stood
in the way of people operating in this State.

Hor, J, Mitchell: They pay less in South
Australia,

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: I am not dealing with
Nouth Australia; 1 am dealing with people
overseas.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
Australia,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: 1 do not think it does.
T think the whole position has been altered in
the Bastern States. There has been during
the last six months something approaching a
famine in the Eastern States and the prices
have gome up on two occasions, At the pre-
sent time there i3 2 keen demand for what
timber can he shipped away, but the ships are
%0 scarce. Still I believe the biggest company
operating in the State has secured two sailing
vessels to call at Bunbury. I know one con-
tractor who ocvasionally gets a small ship-
ment away; he has received no warning as
to the imposition of this regulation, I put it
to the Government that no serious result will
acerue to the Treasurer by giving the required
10 or 12 weeks' notice before the regulation
shall take effect, Instead of operating from
the 27th Scptember, why should it not coperate
from the lat January next, then those enter-
ing into contracts overseas will know they
are going to be loaded with the additional im-
post and make provision for it. I believe any
man of busines would say that that was only a
fair proposal,

The Attorney General: Is the timber solid
f.o.h. Bunbury?

Mre, O'LOGIHLEN: Yes. The member for
North-East Fremantle, of course, will say that
this ropulation obtains at TFremantle. That is
quite true. But the bulk of the timber ship-
ments from Western Australia go through the
port of Bunbury. That port has been praeti-
rally dead as regards shipping.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But it is the ship that
pays those charges.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There is no shipping of
any consequence going on at Bunbury. Tn
fact, there are very few ships available to lift
timber at any of our ports.

Mr, Pickering: Some timber is being shipped
{rom Buasselton.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The regulation will not
affact the port of Busselton to the extent of
£40. But, as regards the port of Bunbury,
tho imposition of such a regulation without
notice is utterly unfair. The men engazed in
the shipment of our timber know pretty well
what tonnage they will be able to secure dur-
ing the next 12 montha, Tt me point ont
that the timber industry has had the hardest
row to hoe of all indnstries in this State. T
am not pleading for timber shippers further
than this, that if the new taxation ia to he
imposed the Government should, in all fair-
nesy, give some notiece or warning, in order
that provisien may be made by shippers for
the increased imposta. One counld deal exten-
sively with the disabilities of the timber in-
dustry. Tt would have paid the mill owners,
when the war broke out, to shoot dead a thou-

But this affects South
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sand horses, a thousand of the finest horses in
this State, which, in the belief that the war
would not last more than 12 months, the mill
owners sent to the Murchison to be paddocked.
Absolutely it would have paid the mill owners
to shoot those horses. ‘I'rue, the position of
the industry bas improved; but I do not think
the Government should impose further bur-
dens on an industry which has suffered so
mueh, Therefore, [ say it would be a good
principle not to impose regulations such ag this
without notice. 'Why was not this regulation
made at Bunbury simultaneously with Fre-
mantle?

Hon., R. M. Underwood {Honorary Minis-
ter}: Beeause the Bunbury larbour Board
«id not recommend it.

My, O'LOGHLEN: What do they say now?

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister) :
They recommend it.

Mr. O'LLOGIILEN: Then I do not think
they sre recommending it in the best interests
of the industry affected.

Hon. R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minister) :
The timber industry is comparatively infinitesi-
mal, so far as this inerease applies.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: If the amount involved
with respect to the timber industry is so in-
sipnificant, why oppose the motion; why re-
fuse three moiths' notice of the new regula-
tion? The amovnt may be insigrificant to the
Treasurer, with his gaping deficit; but it may
he very important to those working on the very
narrewest margin of profit in getting an oc-
vasional shipment away.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honerary Minister) ;
Some of the stuff handled by the Bunbury
Harbour Board pays Gs. per ton, while timber
pays about 104.

Mr. O'LOGTILEN; Notice of the regulation
should undoubtedly be given, and I shall be sur-
prised if the board do not recommend that
notice he given.

Hon, R. . Underwoed (Honorary Minister)
The Government intend to go into the matter
again,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Could not the Govern-
ment aeeept the mover's suggestion, namely,
disallow the regulation and then make a new
regulation ¢

Hon. R, H. Underwood {Henorary Minister) :
T intend to move the adjournment of the de-
bate. T want to think the matter over,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The matter is so simple
that it should not require mueh thinking over.
[ am not desirous of preventing the Treasurer
from gatting a little more revenue wherever
he ean, provided he lets ns know where and
when he ia going to get it, No taxation mea-
surg comes inte foree hefore it is gazetted, In
this case, the remunlation comes inte force im-
mediately it has heen made, without any notice
heing given.

Hon, J. Mitchell: How do prices f.o.b. at the
m'es;nt day compare with prices hefore the
war

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T dare say there has
heen a decrease in prices, for the reason that
competition has eut the trade to the bone, com-
petition entered into with a view to keeping
going. Bome firms have complained that in the
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matter of prices they have been almost aani-
hilated, and that it is utterly impossible for
them to show a profit, although they have kept
their mills at work in order to hold their men
together and employ their plant. I know that
the tendeney everywhere is to pnt up prices,
but in this connection I am speaking of the
neccssity the firms are vuder to retain their
oversea markets. ‘T'he mill owners have a few
vessels coming, and they have contracted at
small margina of profit in order to fill those
boats. Therefore, any further impost wounld
he entirely unfair,

Mr. Teesdale: Diid not the mill owners know
of the regulation when making those eontracts?

Alr. O’LOGHLEN: No. Those contracts
now to be shipped were made as long as six
months ago. Consequently, I trust the Gov-
ernment will consent to the disallowing of this
regulation, and in the interests of fair play
avcept the substitution suggested by the mem-
ber for Bunbury, I have pleasure in seconding
the motion.

Resolved: that motions be continued,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN ({North-Bast FPreman-
tle) |7.50]: Last sesgion 1 dealt with a motion
somewhat similar to this one. The difference
between myself and the mover, however, was
that I had no objection te the surtax, but
that 1 objected to the discretionary power of
the Fremantle Harbour Board as regards the
duration of the surtax,

Mr, Money: We do not objeet to this sur-
tax after a certain date.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I then pointed out
to hon. members that this House could not
get o certain taxation measure passed through
another place withont the insertion of a de-
finite date. Sueh imposts are always subject
to disallowance by members of this Parliament.
We have power to disallow charges sent here
by the Governor. For my part, I object to
the latter portion of the new regulation, which
sets forth that the surtax is to continue until
the end of the war, and, at the diseretion of
the board, thereafter. T certainly object to
that. There should be no difterentiation in the
matter of harbour dues and wharfage charges.
Throughout Australia the port authorities have
found it necessary to impose a swrtax during
war time. [Fremantle did it some time ago, and
it has been done elsewhere. During the last
three or four years several hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds have been spent at Bunbury.

Mr. Money: And interest and sinking funrd
was paid on that expenditure up to the war.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The interest and sink-
ing fund have to be met, TIn 1916-17 a rev-
enue of £10,000 was expected from Bunbury,
but the aetual reeeipts were £6,000,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Who made the estimate?
The man who made it had no idea of the de-
presaion in the timber industry.

Hon. W, 0. ANGWIN: The estimate was
made by the Bunbury Harbour Board, who
shonld have known what was likely to take
place. Three or four years ago the interest
hill of the Bunbury Flarbour Board on canital
expendituire was between £8,000 and £10,000.

Mr. Money: They paid that, and had a
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Hon., W. ¢, ANGWILN: What is the use of
going baek 10 or 12 years to look tor a sur-
plus? 'Lhe same thing applies to the Bunbury
Harbour Board as to the Kailway Department.
‘I'he revenue received by the Bunbury Harbour
Board in 1917-18 was £4,750, The Comsoli-
dated Revenue bad to find the balance re-
quired for interest and sinking fund,  Thia
year the Treasurer expects to get £6,000 from
the board. Then the board will again be short
of the amount they require for interest and
sinking fund. Again, if a tax is imposed in
one port, it should be imposed in all the ports.

Mr, Money: We do not object after the lst
January, after notice.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: The mover and the
seconder stated that contracts were made six
months or more ago. Can any member believe
that ehipping arrangements for those con-
tracts were made six months or more age!

Mr. O’Loghlen: Yes, certainly.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: [ guarantee that the
Minister for Works has timber now lying at
Big Brook and Manjimup for which orders
were taken before the war.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That supports our argu-
ment.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: By no means. The
cost entniled by this regulation is charged to
thae ship., The eharges for machinery and every-
thing else used at Bunbury is debited to the
ship, as part of the operation of loading the
cargo.

Mr. Money: But when timber is delivered
f.ob.?

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: When a ship uses
the harbour board’'s machinery in lien of its
own, it has to pay for that.

Mr, Money: 1 am assured the shippers pay
wharfage.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T do not take so much
notice of the shippers, The member for Sub-
iaco (Mr. Brown)} ean bear me out in the
statement that these charges are paid by the
ship. 'What does it mean? There may be a
ship, or a counple of ships, eoming into Bun.
bury during the next three months: and this
motion asks us to place the port of Bunbury
in a position of advantage to the extent of
20 per eent. over other ports of this State for
the next three months.

Mr. 0O’Loghlen: Did not Buﬂbllry have that
advantage before this regulation was gazetted?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The corresponding
regulation came into force at Fremantle im.
mediately it had been made. Do the Federal
Government let us know heforchand when Cua.
toms duties are raiged?

Mr. O’Loghlen: But yon provided for 10
years’ mnotice to the lquor trade.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. T provided 10
years for compensation, which at that time I
considered just and right.

Mr. O'Loghlen: T agree with you there.

Hon. W, (), ANGWIN: But in this case
we are faced with the fact that the Consoli-
dated Revenue, which is at present almost
bankrupt, has additional interest and sinking
fund to meet in respect of the Bunbury har-
bour. Tt is necessary that that inercased in-
terest and sinking fund should he met, nad the
increase is due to exvenditure which is taking
nlace or has taken nlaca a+ Runhbhnre
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-.
ter): There are heavy dredging charges.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Therc has been a
new breakwater built there and there is a
demand for uew berths at the end of the
wharf. Who is going to pay the interest?
Are the people in the State to pay it, or
those who use the harbour?

Mr, O'Loghlen: It will be paid when times
are normal.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: It will make mno
differenve so far as the timber trade is con-
cerned. If we are going to give the timber
trade a bonas, we may as well give it
straight out, but not in this way.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It has not had a bonus
et.

Y Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T did not say it
had, but the Minister for Imilustries said so
tho other night,

The Minister for Works: [ suppese yon
know they are paying extra railage.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: That has oothing
to Qo with the shipping. I think the Minis-
ter should agrec to alter the regulation by
striking out the words ‘‘at the discretion of
the board.’”” That should Dbe a matter for
Parliantent to decide,

Hon., R. H. Underwood {(Honorary Minis-
ter): If the words are left out it will vome
to tho same thing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. If the charges
are fixed to a ceortain date, at the end of
that time they automatically cease, and in
order to continue them there must be the
approval of Darliament. In this regula-
tion, although it is aset out ‘‘to the end
of the war,'’ there is also stated ‘‘or at
the discretion of the board,’’ and that is
what I object to. T raised a aimilar objee-
tion in conncetion with the Fremantle re-
gulations, aand the Minister agreed to an
alteration hoing made. I hope he will
do the same here, but T would ask
hon. members whether they can expect the
country to go on expending money in the
manner that is being done at Bunbury to.
day, and@ has been done for a considerable
time pust, without the people who use the
harbour contributing towards the interest
and sinking fund on that expenditure?

Mr. O'Loghlen: We are not disputing
that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: To do that we
must cover the whole period of the war.

Mr. Money: We are only asking for threc
montha,

Hon, W,C. ANGWIN: The hon, member says
that it affects the timber industry. It does
pot affect timber, it affects shipping. Even
if we do knoek thia off, I do not believe that
the timber industry will get anything out of
it or that the shipping rates will be reduced
one penuy. The berthing charges will go
on to the ship.

Mr. Money:
the losses.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: I do not know
that there is any loss to-day. Do hon. mem-
bers mean to tell me that when the State
fixed the rates to Port Said at £13 a ton for

If it is left it will increasa
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the ‘‘Kangaroo'' they took inte considera-
tion the harbour charges there?

The Minister for Worka: Of course they
did.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They never
thought of it; they would not worry about
the rates at the present time. When these
were low, about 333, a ton, the question
might have heen econsidered, but when we
have to pay £13 as we are paying to-day, no
consideration whatever will be given it. I
would ask hon. memhbers whether they think
it advisable to reduce this surtax whieh is
paid in other ports, and indeed all over Aus-
tralia, when we realise that we have to face
a considerable inerease in the payment of in-
terest and sinking fund.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon. .
J. George—>Murray-Wellington) [8.5]: I have
very little to say on this quection, but I
would point out that the bulk of the timber
which ja shipped from Bunbury at the pre-
seut time is timber which in ordinary ecir-
cumstanees is difficult to get away, that is
geantlings. This timber goes to Adelaide and
Melbourne, aml I hope it  will also go to
Hydney. It goes to those places in competi-
tion with timber from other parts. Although
the impost on it may not be very large, at the
same time all these thinps have to be con-
sidered in making vwp the price at which the
timber c¢an be sold. When it comes to a
question of fixing freights, I kuow from my
own cxperience in chartering vessels that all
these points, such as harbour charges, are
taken fully into account. T rvemember many
years ago when the railway freights on the
carriage of timber were increased by the Gov-
crnment, of the day, it was recognised as an
aet of justice that where it could be proved
the tunher companiea had taken orders at
prices governed by the old railway freights
they should be allowed te have that timber
varried at such freights. Thaf was done,
There was some little difficuity, of course, but
that was overcome in & manner which was fair
to the State and fair to the parties intereated.
I could say a good deal about this question
as it affects my cleetorate considerably, but
I am somewhat hampered by my Ministerial
position,

Mr. PICEERING (Sussex) [8.8]: T did not
anticipate when the motion was introdueed
that the port of Busselton would be referred
to in the course of the debate. A certain
amount of shipping has gone from Busselton
sinee the war started, slecpers having been
loaded there for South Afriea, and latterly
to the Eagtern States, but of course not
nearly so much as we would have desired. Tt
wad news to me that Busselton had been lab-
ouring under this disability of 20 per cent.
The position seems to me to be that only
those ports that are controlled by a harbour
trust can get the advantage which is deriveil
by the port of Buwmbury. The Government
seem to have the power to impose this extra
disadvantage on the port of Busselton with-
out the people eoncerned having the right to
appeal, by reason of their not being protected
by a harbour trust.
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My, Money: The members of harbour boards
are nominees of the Government.

Mr, PICKERING: They have some voice
at any rate in looking after their own port,
whereas a port like Busselton ia controlled by
the Government direct. There are conly two
points we have to conzider in regard to the
motion moved by the member for Bunbury,
and those relate to forward contracts and the
limitation of this particular regulation. So
far as forward contracts are concerned, they
cannot be of a very important nature, as
illustrated by the orders coming forward.
With regard to the limitation of the regula-
tien, I think if it is made to apply to Bun-
bury, the same consideration should be cx-
tended to every- other port which hag not the
advantage of a harbour trust. I do not de-
gire to take any undue advaniage of the port
of Bunbury, neither do I desire that Bunbury
should take an undue advautage of Bussel-
ton. I will support the motion if the limita-
tion only applies to forward contracts, and
if it is made to apply to Busselton as it is te
Bunbury.

On motion by Hou. R. H, Underwood (Hon-
orary Minister) debate adjourned.

MOTION — PARLIAMENTARY REPRE-
SENTATION, REDUCTION OF MEM-
BERS, '

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.11]: I
move—

That in the opinion of this House the
time has arrived when it is expedient to re-
duce the number of members of the Legis-
lative Assembly to thirty-five, and of the
Legislative Council to twenty.

I do not know whether hon. members in ap-

planding me as they have just done are doing

g0 ironieally or whether they are sincera.

However, T will give them an opportunity of

showing whether they are sincere when the

motion is put. In submitting the motion to
the House T do so for several reasons. The
first is that T am pledged to a reduction in
the nnmber of members of Parliament. Dur-
ing the last gencral election this was one of
my planks, and I feel that I would be wanting
in my duty if T did not endeavour to ecarry
it into cffeet. My sccond reason for sabmit-
ting the mation ig that T honestly believe
that the country desires to see a reduction
in the number of members of Parliament, and

if we brought that about there would he a

consequent reduction in the cost of adminis-

tration. T also desire to give members an
opportunity of directing the Government as
to their wishes, because a reform of this
nature cannot come about unless it be by dir-
cction of the House. T honestly believe that
we have too many legislators in Western Ans-
tralia.

Mr. Harrison: How many would you have?

Mr, THOMSON: If the hon. mémber will
read my motion he will see. If the House in
its wisdom desires to bring about a greater
reduction than the number I have suggested,
an amendment can he moved. T consider it
is costing too much
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Mr. SPEAEKER: The hon, member canoot

anticipate the next motion, which deals
with the cost of administration. The
hon. member must confine his remarks to

the motion he is now moving—that there is a
necessity for a reduetion in the number of
members of both Houses.

Mr. THOMSON: Surely I am entitled to
submit reasons why I belicve we 'should re-
duce the number of members? 1 was going to
say that we have a very large deficit.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
defer those remarks until he moves the next
mation.

Mr. THOMSON: I submit I will not be
able to denl with that aspeet of the gquestion
on the next motion. If we are going to re-
duce the number of members by 25—15 in one
House and 10 in the other—the reduction
must lave a beneficial effect on the deficit.
[ am quite serious in my motion, and T am
sorry hon. members are treating my remarks
with levity, becanse I believe the country
sincerely desires that the mumber of members
should be reduced.

Hon, T. Walker:
wiped out altogether.

Mr, THOMSON: Perhaps it could well do
without us for a little while. In reducing the
number of members, we would not be running
any risk of overwork. The Legislative Coun-
cil last session sat on 38 days for a total of
12414 hours, or an averge of three honrs ten
minutes per sitting, while the Assembly sat on
50 days with a total of 365 hours, or an aver-
age of seven hours 18 minutes per gitting,
Therefore I do not think we are likely to be
overburdened with work, even if the motion is
carried, for I think we shonld still be able to
give cfficient legislation, In respect of the
Couneil, the State is subdivided into 10 pro-
vinces, each returning three members. My
proposal is to reduce the representation by
one member in each province. Seeing that the
hulk of the work is done in the Assembly, T
think those 20 members left in the Couneil
would be able to carry out effectively the
work placed hefore them. And by reducing
the Assembly to 35 members, we should get
just as efficient work as under present condi-
tions, and would save considerable cxpense in
the vost of Parliament, In New South Wales
there arc 142 members of Parliament, or one
member for every 13.024 of population. Of
course not all the 13,024 are adults, for T am
going on the popuiation basis, and not on the
basis of electors.

Mr, Nairn: How many members are thers
to the square mile?

Mr. THOMBON: I am not aware that we
consider the mileage at all. If we were to do
that, the metropoltan area would not have as
many members as it has to-day. Tf hon. mem-
bers are prepared to take the question of
mileage into consideration, I am quite willing
to do all in my power to have that standard
set up. Tf my clectors are not satisfied with
e, they can have their remedy at the next
eleation. Tn the meantime I am pgoing to
ecarry my election pledges into effeet. In
Guesngland there are 110 members of Parlia-
ment, or ane member to every 6,189 of popu-

1t may desire to see us
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lation. South Australin has 66 members, or
one member to every 6,570 of population, Tas-
mania has 48 members, or one to every 4,165
of population.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Tasmania is only about the size of one
of our sheep runs.

Mr. THOMSON: Yet we have a consider-
ably smaller average of population to each
member of Parliament than they have in Tas-
mania.,  Vietoria has 99 members, or one to
every 14,121 of population. In Weatern Aus-
tralia we have 80 members, or one to every
3,860 of population. We have the largest
State in respect of area, but also we have the
largest representation in Parliament. If my
motion were agreed to, it would simply mean
the inercasing of the average of population
per member from 3,860 to 5,616, practically
an addition of 1,756.

The Minister for Works: Have not we a
larger proportion of adults in our population
than is to be found in any of the other States?

Mr. THOMSON: Whether or not that is
so, I sincerely think we have a superabund-
ance of membera of Parliament. T am not
in any way decrying the Legislature of West-
ern Aunstralia, becanse I belicve it is equal to
any in the Commonwealth. Tf other hon. mem-
bers are afraid of losing thelr scats, at all
events it doees not worry me.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Some lose their deposits at
times.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 am not ashamed of the
fact, if the hon. member is jeering at ine.
There are many good men in this State who
lost their deposits, but there are others who
did not lose them, and whose election to Parlia-
ment was rather a discredit to the constitu-
encies which returned them,

Hon. P, Collier: You are a popular ehap!

Mr. THOMSON: As 1 have said, my motion
would inerease our average of population per
membher from 3,860 to 5616, We would then
he ahead of Tasmania by 1451 per member,
but would still he below Queensland. For that
reason the member for Forrest ought to sup-
port me, .becanse T have heard him refer to
Queensland as the ideal State of the Common-
wealth.  We would still be below South Aus-
tralia by 945, .

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Yom motion, if carcied,
wonld mean a reduction in the nomber of
conntry members,

Mr. THOMSON: That would be a matter
for adjustment. A few minutes ago members
wanted to know the mileage. If there is to
be any shearing off, some of the metropolitan
members would have to take on a little larger
area than they represent at present. If my
motion were carried it would mean a saving in
salaries to the extent of £7,500, and if my
gecond motion also is carried it will mean a
total saving of £9,290. In all seriousness I
say we are pledged to economy, and I think
we could with justice to the State reduce the
number of members of Parliament as 1 sug-
geat, T will not debate the question any
longer, but will leave it to the wisdom of the
House. If hon. members will but vote as I

Tnlinerna 4ha antintry docieran +hom 0 vnta T
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motion will be carried by an overwhelming
majority.

Mr. TEESDALE ({Roebourne) [8.27]: I
second the motion. It is about the only thing
1 promised my congtituents. Therefore I will
support the motion, and I do not care what the
result may be.

Mr., MONEY (Bunbury) ([8.28]: During
the lact clection, so far as I am aware, every
candidate in my constitvency was in favour of
redueing the number of members of Parlia-
ment. [ was one of them. I wag speaking
then as one of the people; I am speaking now
as a member of the House, and I am still of
opinion that we could do with fewer members
of Parlinment. My election pledges in this
regard and, in fact, on any other question of
Parliamentary reform, will be earried out, as
far as lies in my power, I do not know exactly
about the numbera mentioned in the motion,
but in the absence of any amendment, I will
support the motion.

Mr, LAMBERT {Coolgardie) [8.20]: I was
very pleased to hear the high note of sincerity
struck by the member for Katanning, It has
heen popular for seme time that people outside
of Parliament should belittle Parliament. Ap-
parently it is now becoming the customn inside
the House also to belittle Parliament.

My, Thomson: | did not belittle it. All I
did
Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon member

has spoken.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt is also popular at
present npon every platform in ‘Western Aus-
tralia, and possibly throughout Aunatralia
itself, to favour reform in the political ma-
chinery of the country.

Hon, P. Collier: Who said this was re-
form?

Mr., LAMBERT: Tt is economic reform,

Mr, Smith: It is retrenchment,

Mr. LAMBERT: T would urge members
to vote with the member for Katanning upon
this subject. Tn matters of a popular nature,
coming bhefore this House, particularly in
motions of an ahstract character carrying
with them & good deal of popular sympathy,
T fancy he has had a fair monopoly. To be
fair to ourselves, as well as to the country, it is
only reasonable that we too should claim a
fair proportion of that popularity, irrespee-
tive of whether the motion is likely to be car-
ried or not.

Hon. P. Collier: Let ws all be in 3t

Mr. LAMBERT: Let us all get up as one
furious body in Parliament. Speaking seri-
ously, T venture to say the member for Katan-
ning knows, or should kuow, that it is praec-
tieally impossible to earry this resolution into
effeet. 1n the first place, Western Australia
is a State of large dimensions, For my part I
find my own constituency quite hig enough to
look after without having some other constit-
uency hooked on to it. I am also of opinion
that members of TParliament are low enough
paid at present.

Mr. Thomson: We are net discussing that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can dis-
cuss that question on the next motion.

Mr., LAMBERT: I only desire to deal in-

atdeantally with +he ceonomie aida nf this omnaa-
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tion. The hon. member knows, if he knows
anything at all—

Mr. Munsie; And that is cdoubtful.

Mr. LAMBERT: That constitutional re-
form is required in our legislature, Possibly
our own constitution requires a great deal of
reconstrnction, but certainly not on the lines
that will merely pander to the very selfish de-
mands of an element which makes itself ap-
parent in every eommunity, partieularly at
clection time. Whilst T am just a desirous as
any other member of having constitutional re-
form, which will not only make for economy
but efficiency as well, I will not, even at the
saerifice of my seat in Parliament, pander to
that element. The hon, member would have
been better advised if he had gone on the lines
of reforming the Constitution in a direction
which is far more necessary than the one he
proposes. We have another branch of the
legislature, which is a standing disgrace to the
intelligence of the people. It should not be
tolerated for one day.

Mr. Smith: 1t is a democratic House.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt is particularly demo-
eratie. 1 will adinit that this House is pos-
sibly not as usefn! as it might be, and that
possibly some of its members are not as use-
ful as they might be, but I do think they do
some little work for the money they reeccive
from the State. That is more than one can
say of a large proportion of the members of
another place. T should like to hear members
express a definite, logical, and reasonable
opinion npon constitutional reform in that
direction. The people of Western Australia
are rveady for it. T have still sufficient faith
in the people to belicve that they do not sub-
seribe to pandering to the apparently popular
idea, which is generally put forward at elec-
tion time by men who have no knowledge of
Parliament, of the work that has to be done,
or of the expense which has to he ineurred in
the representation of the people in Parlia-
ment. Tt is to be regretted that members,
like the member for Bunbury and the mem-
her for Roebourne, are so ill advised as to
rush in without having the slightest know-
ledge, and vpon the slightest pretext, and
promise almost anything when standing for
Parliament.

Mr. Teesdale: T only made one promise
to my electors, and that was it.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the hon. member had
added a promige that he would not interrupt
in Parliament, he would be an ideal member.
Many of these motions arise beeause of the
ahsence of knowledge on the part of the
people concerned of the expenses that are in-
volved in taking a seat in Parliament, and the
sacrifices that often have to be made by mem-
bers, particularly those representing the far
flong constituencies of the Sfate, to get round
which requires much travelling and the ex-
penditure of a good deal of money. If mem-
hera were not so ready to make these pro-
mises, these barren, wuseless, and stupid
motions would not be brought forward.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.25]: Although
I sympathise to a certain extent with the
motion I cannot support it at present.

oy
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Mr. Teesdale:
mind to-night.

Mr, ANGELO: TIn Western Australia ana
possibly throughout the Commonwealth we
have too many politicians. In thiz State we
have one politician to about 4,000 inhabit-
ants, In the Commonwealth we have one to
about 6,000 inhabitants, but in England
there is only one politician to 45,000 inhab-
itants.

Hon R, H.

You have to make up your

Underwood (Honorary Min-
ister): How many are there in Chinaf

Mr. ANGELO: In Java with 36,000,000
people the whole of the legislature of that
wonderful place contains only five men,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Let us go to Java,

Mr, ANGELO: The present is not =«
favourable opportunity fer bringing a mat-
ter of thia kind forward.

Hon. P. Collicr: The time is mot oppor-
tune.

Mr. ANGELO: Npo, for this reason. If
members will only look round the country
electorates they will find that a great num-
ber of our people have come to the city. The
wage earnera of these families are away
fighting for them, and those who are left be-
hind find it cheaper to live in the eity. Later
on when the war is over, and the wage
earners return to their proper eentres, and
the homes that are now vacant are filled
again, it will be a good opportunity te bring
forward this motion. At present I cannot
support it.

Mr. BROUN (Beverley) [8.37]: I support
the motion, because I have always been an
advocate for the reduction in the number of
members of Parliament. If the discussion
has done nothing else it has inc¢rcased the
roll call of members of this Chamber very
considerably to-night. It is one of the few
occasions when 1 have seen a really large
number of members in their seats.

Mr, Mumnsie: Particularly on the Gov-
ernment side of the Housge.

M;. BROUN: They are al] interested in
seeing what is going to happen, and if any-
thing should come about to deprive them of
their seats. In my opinion half the number
of members of Parliament could do the same
amount of work, The electorates would be
somewhat larger, but would be represented
by divisions instcad of, under the present
method, by single electorates. If the rum-
ber of members is reduced to 30 we could
have the State divided into six divisions,

" eemprising a Goldfields division, metropoli-

tan division, 8 Sonth-West and agricultursl
division, a North-West division, and a sub.
urban division. If the people were repre-
sented in this way under the proportional
repregsentation system we should have every
elass in the community represented in the
House.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
nice representation from
area.

Mr. BROUN: There will be quite as much
repregentation as there is now. T consider
that would be the only method to adopt if
we brought about a reduction in the num-

There would be a
the metropolitan



662

ber of members. It is proposed to reduce

the number of members in the Legislative
Couneil.

Mr. Munsie: We eould do without any
there.

Mr. BROUN: The ecost of Parliament in
this State is somewhat excessive. In New
South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland the
members of the Councils are nominece mem-
bers und receive no payment. In some in-
stances the members are there for life, and
in the case of Victoria for six years. Here
we have payment of members in both Cham-
bers. As stated by the member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert} there are members in
the Legislative Couneil who have very little
work to do, but receive the same remuncra-
tion as members of this Chamner.

Mr. SPEARKER: The hon. member must
not deal with that point on this motion.

Mr. BROUN: In my opinion many mem-
bers of anotber place are not required, and
vould be considerably reduced in  number.
The representation of metropolitan eleeto-
rates is easy. Any member in the metropoli-
tan area ean walk over his electorate before
breakfast. It is only an appetiser for him
to do so. .

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
try my clectorate.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BROUN: -In the case of country elee-
torates it takes at least tem days of solid
travel to traverse them.

Mr. Lambert: It takes a fortnight.

Mr. BROUN: 8o far as I am concerned
I consider that T could equally well look
after two such electorates as I could look
after one, and the same thing must apply to
metropolitan members.

Mr. Hardwick: And say ‘‘good-morning’’
to jthe sheep.

Mr, BROUN: If sueh a system were
adopted the number of members of Parlia-
ment could readily be reduced. So far as the
work inside the Chamber is concerned, if the
number of members was reduced by half the
work ecould be done as well, if not better
than, it is now being done. Many discus-
sions and much c¢ross firing take place, which
lead to further discession and to a consider-
able amount of time being taken up. Mem-
bers speak on almost every subject with the
resuli that hours are spent umnccessarily in

T would like you to

that way, and very little buainess is
done, If the number of members
was reduced it would avoeid a good
deal of that, and save expenditure to
the State.

Mr. O’Loghlen;: Why not wipe out the lot
on that score?

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.42]: T move
an amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘House’’ in the
serond line be struck out and fit is ex-
pedient to reduce the number of members
of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative
Couneil’! be inserted in Heu.

The reason T desire to strike out the words
‘“that the time hns row arrived'’ is becanse
T helieve the time has not arrived. As stated
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by the member for Gaseoyne (Mr. Angelo),
the abnormal conditions under which we are
living have displaced our electors, This must
be taken into consideration in deciding the
question on a population basis. The gquestion
of aren must also be taken into account. In
spite of what has been said to the coatrary [
hold that any member who desires to retain
hig seat in a country electorate must attend
to every portion of it. [t is with the greatest
possible diffieulty that T can cover my elee-
torate during the year. I was one of those
who promiseldl te work for a reduction in the
number of members in %he Legislative As-
sembly.

Mr, O’Loghlen: T know three people who
voted for you on that acore, and the majority
was two.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 am quite of the
opinion that there is room for reduction, but
I'am not prepared to say that the House is at
this moment in a position to declare that 15
represents the right reduction, Whether the
nomber is 15, 20, or four, is a question which
should be decided by a proper authority, and
not or a motien submitted by the member for
Katanming. No doubt the member for Katan-
ning has proposed this in the hope of gaining
popularity. As stated hy the member for
(loolgardie (Mr. Lambert), the hon. member
knows very well that there is no possible hope
of the motion being carried in its present
form. But at least he will gain, by moving it,
the kudos after which he is seeking,

Mr. Thomson: You ought to talk like that,

Mr. PICKERTNG: Whilst quite prepared
to support any reasonable proposition sub-
mitted at the proper time to this House, T
must ask hon. members to support my en-
tirely reasonable amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any seconder to
the amendment?

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN
second the amendment.

Hon. P'. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.48]: It is
a rather notable faet that the support for this
proposal has come mainly from the new mem-
bers of the House. Each one in torn has testi-
fied that he was only endeavouring to give
effect to a pre-election pledge. I entirely absolve
those hon. members from any blame in this
connertion, because we know that a man, when
firat seeking Parliamentary honours, is wont
to emit promises of this nature. Unquestion-
ably there is a certain section of the community
always prepared, on any and every accasion,
to belittle Parliament and all its works. T am
not now referring to members of Parliament.
The section I refer to ean best give effect to
their desire by, in some eases, urging a redue-
tion in the number of members, by, in other
cases, urging reduction of members' emolu-
ments, and generally by advocating that this
institution he¢ stripped of its power and in-
floenee and dignity. Our new members, with
the very hest of intentions—seeing that the
ohjeet they had in mind was the attainment of
a geat in this Chamber—sought to capture as
many as possible of the votes of that section.
New candidates, T repeat, are apt to give ex-
pression to such pledges as we have heard of
thig evening, Looking at the matter strictly

{Forrest) [9.47]: I
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on its merits, I must suy that no ease whatever
has bLeen made out—not even an attempt at u
case, having regard to the peneral weliare os
this State—Dby the mover of the motion or its
supporters.

MHon, R, L. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): But if a good case were put up, the
motion might be carried.

flon. P. COLLIEK: There may be comething
in that. What is the case which has been put
up?! ¥irst ot all, the mover relics upon a com-
parison between the number of members of
Parliament here and the numbers in the East-
cern States ' Parliaments. That of itself means
nothing at all. There is no reason why we
should follow a course which would bring us
juto line, as regurds representation, with the
Eagtern States of the Commonwealth. But,
besides that, the mover failed entirely to take
into accouut many matters of vital importance
—matters of eomparison as to area of the coun-
try, density or sparsity of population, and other
factors of prime importance in determining the
representation of the people in Parliament.
The mover having made no reference whatever
to those aspeets of the question, the comparison
he drew is, to my mind, of very little value
indeed. The only other reason advanced in
supj.ort of the motion was that the proposal
would effect a saving of about £7,500 per
annum. Does the mover eontend that the pro-
posal is justified npon the sole ground that its
adoption would reduee the Treasurer’s worries
to the insignificant extent of £7,500 annually?
Why, that is a mere drop in the ocean of our
financial difficulties. From that peint of view
the proposal is not worth a moment’s eansidera-
tion, It might prove a case of putting a drop
in the hucket on the one hand, and letting out
a jugful on the other. T am surprised, too, to
obgerve that the motion has obtained support
from all the members of the Couniry party, or
at alt cvents, from all members of that party
who have spoken. Tndeed, the motion has re-
ceived its main suprort from Country members.
But de not those hon. members realise that if
effeet be given to thiz motion, and the number
of members of this House is reduced by 15,
those 15 must, on the present basis of our re-
distribution of seats, come entirely off the dis-
tricts represented by Country party members
and by goldfields membera?

Mr. Thomsen: No,

Hon, P. COLLIER: But yes. Tf we take the
number of clectors in the 50 different seats, we
shall find that, in order to reduce the seats to
35, and still retain anything like equitable re-
presentation, representation equitable with re-
gard o equal political power no matfer where
an elector may reside, anything approaching
equitable representation, it wonld be absolutely
essential to eut out all those 15 members from
mining and agricultural constituencies. There
is nmo question about that.

The Minister for Mines: And from the North-
Wegt.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. From the outback
{listricts generally, The metropolitan distriets,
from Cluildford to Fremantle, would not suffer
a reduction of even one member. Tt is the
country and thc mining distriets that wonld
have to suffer. Do our friends of the Countrv
party consider that that would be a good thing
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for the State? Would they eall it a measure of
retorm to double—in many cases it would be
that—the areas of our agricultural and out-
back electorates?

Mr. Thomson: [t would apply in the metro-
pelitan area, too.

Hon, . COLLLER: The hon. member is talk-
ing nonsense. The people of this country will
never agree to a redistribution of seats in this
House uniess it i3 on something like an equit-
able basis. No redistribution would go through
on to-day’s basis, with metropolitan seats of
7,000 or 8,000 electors and some outback seats
of 700 or 800 electors.

Mr, Thomson: Why not have proportional
representation?

Hoo, P. COLLIER: Proportional representa-
tion even enhaneces the weight of my argument.
On a proportional representation basis the bon.
member would not secure pgreater representa-

‘tion for the country districts than for the

metropolitan distriets; in fact, not so much.
We have not proportional representation now,
but in order to attain anything like preportional
representation there would have to be a con-
siderable reduction in the number of members
representing country and outback districts, An
examination of the numbers of electors in the
various constitueneies will reveal that faet to
any member at a glance. Tt is quite apparent.
Is that what our friends of the Country party
want{

Mr. Thomson: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But that iz what the
effect would be. Under a pronosal of thig kind,
it is the producing distriets that would suffer.

Mr. Thomson: That would be for this House
to decide.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course; but neither
this House nor any other House, ncither
the people of this eountry nor the people
of any other country, will go back so far on the
democratic prineiple of approximately equal
representation as to leave to the agrieultural
and mining districts their present representa-
tion on the figures as they are now. The
hon. member must know perfeetly well that
the anly effeet of his motion could be to re-
duce the standing and influence in this House
of this portion of this State, namely,
the agriculteral and the mining districts,
representing the life blood of the com-
munity. With all ‘due respect to city mem-
bers. it is mnot the cougested metropolitan
districts that are ecarrying on the indnstrial
and commereial life of ovr ecommunity, buf
the producing portions'of the State, as rapre-
gented by members from agrieultural and min-
ing districts. The last redistribution of seats
took place in 1903, and the Parliament of
the day considered that a fair and reasonable
number of Assembly members to attend to the
Parliamentary 'duties of this country was 50;
and at tthat period our total population num-
bered 225,000. The Parlisment of that day
congidered that 'a tefal population of, in
round numberg, 225000, would not be over-
reprezented by 50 Assembly members. To-
day our popnlation is 325,000, showing an
inerease of 100,000; and yet ‘members to-day
contend that we can go back from 50 members
of this Assembly %o 35. If there was any
justification whatever in '1903 for 50 members,
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surely it stands after an increase of popula-
tion by no less than 100,000 during the in-
tervening period.

Mr. Smith: We could afford 60 members
then.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The difference in cost
iz represented by £7500 annuvally. That
amount can be swallowed up in one day by
a jam factory.

Mr. 8mith: But we must make z start some
time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Are we starting in a
direction that is going to be of any value by
redueing the number of members? A saving
in the expenditure of £7,500 a year does not
necessarily mean reform. The hon. maember
described it as reform. 'There is no justifica-
tion for saying it is reform; m may be quite
the contrary, It cannot be genuine reform at
all, and we do know that the suecess and pro-
gress and the development of this country de-
pends absolutely and entirely upon the mea-
sure of help and assistance that is afforded
through the primary industries of %his State,
mining, agriculture, and cimber, and all are
jn the outlying portions of the country. No
matter how willing to work the member for
Beverley and others may be, we who Tepre-
gsent the ecountry constituencies know that ‘it
is not possible, with satisfaction to the elec-
" tors, Ito rcpresent areas double the size of
those they represent to-day. It ecannot be
done. There are districts on the goldfields
and in the agricultural portions of the State
as well which require a whole fortnight or
even more ite traverse.

The OColonial Treasurer: T have nearly
400 ‘miles of railway travelling in my elee-
rate. .

Hon, P, COLLIER: Where there arc in-
numerable small scattered hamlets hon. mem-
bers kmow that it is impossible to keep au
fait with the requirements of the people by
correspondence; it is necessary to visit them
ocrasionally and those visits cannot be satis-
factorily earried out if we are going to in-
crease the areas over which members will
have to travel. In view of those facts, and
that it is recognigsed that nothing should be
donc in this eritical period of our history to
give a set-back to the development of agrienl-
ture, mining, and other produring portions of
the State, ‘we should not take the retrograde
step of redumeing the nomber of members,
There is also another aspect. We are facing
at the present time the most eritical period of
our history in regard to our relationship with
the Commonwealth. Tf hon inembers desire to
sec unification brought about, if they are wil-
ling to submit to contrel by government or
administration from Melbourne, they will, of
course, take all the steps necessgry to reduee
the power and influence of the State DParlia-
ment. With the times that are immediately
ahead of ns and the fight we shall probably
have with the Federal Treasurer with regard
to our finaneial position in 1920, and indeed
the many problems and diffieulties which exist
now and which may arise from time to time,
will any hon. member say that the Parliament
of Western Australia should proceed to reduee
its numbers, and consequently reduce itself in
status, strength, and intellect in the aggre-
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gate? Will anyone say that such a reduced
Parliament will be better able to stand up
against a centralising and unifying influence
than a Parliament composed of 80 members?

Mr. Thomgon; What greater power than 35
would 90 have? None at all

Hon. P. COLLIER: Does not a reduced
number mean weakness at any time? Does
the hon. member mean to tell me that 35 men
on a battlefield would be expected to exercise
the same strength and fighting power as 503%

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): And of what use are owr six members in
tha Federal House?

Hon. P. COLLIER: None at all.

Mr. 8mith: Let us separate.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is another ques-
tion. But by reducing the number of mem-
bers, reducing our salaries, and reducing our
status, is not the way f¢ combat the central-

iging influence that is abroad in the Com-
monwealth to-day. I think it would be a
false step, and 1 am certain that to

reduce our numbers would have the effect of
weakening our influence and power. So far
as the great North-West of the State is con-
cerned, it has been pointed out to us over
aml over again that that great portion of the
Commonwenlth i3 languishing for develop-
ment, It has been contended that develop-
ment has not resulted on account of the faet
that the majority of members who have con-
atituted the Parliament of Western Auatralia
are rnaequainted with its great potentialities.
Now, if we reduce the number of members, we
must inevitably cot down the North-West re-
presentation. We cannot have 33 members in
the Assembly and four of them representing
the great North-West. Tn the past, Parlia-
ment has been willing to extend to the north-
western portion of the Btate what might be
tescribed as speeial representation according
to nnmbers, because it has always bheen felt
to be a good thing for the State that the
North-West should be so represented. If, how-
cver, we are going to reduce our numbers,
that condition of things cannot continue, and
the representation of the North-West will
have to rome down with that of the other
outlying portions of the State.  Therefore,
from whatever aspect we may view it, the
propasal is a retrograde one. In British com-
munities the question of area has always been
the determining factor in the representation
in Parliament. We know that Western Auns-
tralia is the biggest State of the Common-
wealth; it is almost onme-third of Australia,
and it is absurd to make a comparison be-
tween this State and Tasmania, or even a
small closely settled State like Vietoria. A
eomparison of that description is of nn alne
whatever in deciding a matter of this kind.

Mr. Thomson: There iz & bie difference in
the representation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The State of Tasmania
conld be put into one little eorner of Western
Anstralia, that corner between Bunbury, Bus-
selton, and Albany.

Heon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter). And we would never know it was there.

Hon. P. COLLTIER: To make a comparison
between the great areas of this State, with its
seattered population with Tasmania, is utterly
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ridicnlous. The same thing applies to Vie-
torin, and to a lesser extent to New South
Wales, and perhaps to a still lesser extent to
Queensland. In these times of crises and diffi-
culties it is, if T may use the term without
being offensive, a school-boy method of reform
to suggest anything like that contained in the
hon. member’s motion, We are faced with
the greatest problems and diflicuities the State
has ever been confronted with, and the hon.
member wants us to reduce our numhers in
Parliament, 80 as to he better able to cope
with those diffieulties,

Mr. Draper: They never have a working
majority in Tasmania,

Hon, P. COLLIER: We are to save £7,500
& year and all our difficulties will be solved!
With all due respect to the hon. member who
submitted the motion, this is a propoesal which
perhaps would appeal to men who have not
given much thought to the question. If when
Western Australin with a  population of
100,000 less than it has to-day considered it
wise to have 50 members in the Legislative
Assembly, the argument is doubly streng to-
day for not reducing that number. After all,
there is a minimum beyond whieh it is not
sound business or common sense to go. One
cannot have representation on a uniform basis
according to population, or make comparisons
between Western Australian and the number
of members of Parliament in Englaud or the
number of electors represented by members in
England, or even Victoria or New South
Wales. Such comparisons are valueless.

Mr. Money: We have the Federal members
as well.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is an entirely dif-
ferent proposition. Federal members only
deal with a few big questions. We have a
hundred and one suhjects which are intimately
associated with the daily life and welfare of
the c'tizens of this community which have to
be attended to by the State Parliament. T
might be prepared to say something in favour
of unification if we increased the number of
our local Parliaments—if we had more loeal
self-government, bot that is an entirely dif-
forent proposition. The member for Katan-
ning is not getiing along towards that cendi-
tion of things by moving the motion he has
submitted. He could reduce the number of
members to a dozen, but he would be no nearer
his ideal. Tf we view the matter in the right
way, that js in the interests of the welfare
of the State generally, I feel satisfied hon.
members will reject the motion.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [9.13]): T desire to
congratulate the member for Katanning on
bringing forward this motion. T will certainly
be eastigated for supporting it, but I reeog-
nise this faet, that in the last redistribution
of seats, as mentioned by the leader of the
Opposition, Parliament itself decided what
would he a fair number of members, and 50
was the number fixed upon to meet the re-

quirements.
Hon. P. Collier: And they were not fools.
Mr. BROWN: DPossibly they were wise

people, but it is just one of those things that
memhers of Parliament themselves decide. It
is difficult to say what should be the proper
number of members of Parliament according
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to the population or even to area. There is
one guide which we have in regard to repre-
sentation, and that is the T'ederal Constitu-
tion, which decided by econvention that 111
members of Parliament would be sufficient to
govern the Awustralian Commonwealth. That
only affected, as was pointed out, certain de-
partments, but in view of the fact that these
departments were practically the main depart-
ments in the Commonwealth and in the States,
it also proves that there was a sufficiency in
that Parliament.

The Colonial Treasurer:
main revenue departments.

Mr, BROWN: With regard to Western
Australia, we have an area of 975,000 square
miles, and we have a population of 320,000,
The result is that we have representation
which is altogether improper so far as its
valug is concerned. Tn South Australia they
have 380,000 square miles of country, with
479,800 of population, 46 members in the As-
gembly and 20 in the Upper House.

The Colonial Treasurer: In South Aus-
tralia the number of members has recently
been increasged.

Mr. BROWN: Tt may bave been so within a
month or two, but until quite recently they
were able to carry on satisfactorily with the
numbers 1 have mentioned; and, seeing that
our population is 100,000 fewer, I think there
are reasonable grounds for a reduction in our
number of members of Parliament. It has
been said that people outside of Parliament
show an inclination to belittle Parliament, T
do not believe that. I think it is that people
outside realise that a Parliament of too many
members represents a loss to the country. The
only way in which it would be possible to
satisfactorily learn the views of the peopie in
regard to the number of members of Parlia-
ment, would be by a referendum.

Mr. Munsie: Why not hold a referendum
on the question of the abolition of another
place?

Mr. BROWN: T would agree to a refer-
endom on any such question of Parliamentary
reform; but we arc not diseussing that now,
In regard to the mumber of members of Par-
liament, one diffieuly is due to the fact that
the electors are prone to pester members with
a view to getting their sons and daughters
into the public service. This tendency leads
to _the over-staffing of our public service.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: To enter the public
serviee it is neeessary to pass an examination,

Hon. P, Collier: XNo eountry in the worid
is freer from that influence than is Western
Australia, Our Public Service Act is directly
opposed to it.

Mr. BROWN: Despite all the safeguards
there is o comstant agitation amongst the
electors to get members of their family inte
good positions in the public service. In pro-
portion to population we have too large a
pnblic service, and if we had fewer members
of Parlinment I am convinced that we should
have a smaller public service. Even if the
motion is not carried it will do good, for it
will gserve to draw public attention to the
question,

The PREMIER (Hon, H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [9.18]: I do not know why the mover

They were the
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of the motion should have made use of the
word ‘‘expedient,’’ which means that it is
proper under the eircumstances. It seems
the hon, member leclared to his electors that
he was in favour of reducing the number of
members of Parliament, and therefore he finds
it is expedient to do so. He did not advance
any good argument in faveur of the motion,
hut simply told the House that he and certain
other members had informed their constitu-
ents on the hustings that they were in favour
of reducing the number of members,

Mr. Lambert: That is not an argument for
it.

The PREMIER: N, it is not. This is a
yuegtion which hon. wmembers would do well
to seriously consiler, for hon. members are
better able to deal with it than are people out-
side of Parliament, When Responsible Gov-
crement was granted to Western Australia
and the first Constitution Act was passed in
1899, the Home Government permitted this
Htate to have 30 members in the Assembly and
13 in the Counmeil. At that time the popula-
tion was fewer than 40,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Where was the population
basis then?

The PREMIER: Tn 1899 an amendment of
the Constitution Act was passed providing for
50 members of the Assembly and 30 members
of the Couneil. The Bill received the Royal
Assent in 1900, and the elections of 1901 were
hell under the amended Constitution, and for
the first time 50 members were returned to
.this House. T am quite sure that when the
amending Act was passed in 1899 there could
not have been more than 200,000 people in
Western Anustralia,

Hon. P. Collier: In 18989 the population of
the State was 170,000,

The PREMIER: So, when we had 170,000
of a population, it was considered that the
State wag entitled to 50 mewbers in the As-
sembly. Have eircumstances so changed that
now, when we have a population of 320,000,
it is expedient to reduce the number of mem-
bers? I am surprised that the motion should
have come from a member representing a coun-
try district amd that it should have met with
s0 muel approval from country members; be-
cause there is not the slightest doubt that if it
were agreed to reduce the nomber of members,
nnder & re-distribution of seats the country
people would be the people to suffer most.
When the population ia centralizing so much
in our cities, there is not the slightest doubt
that the ecountry people would be absolutely
swamped by the town representatives.

Mr. Thomson: Not if the House deeided
otherwise.

The PREMIER: T think it is not at all ex-
pedient that the number of members should
he reduced. On the contrary, I think that
under the circumstances T have mentioned it
is most inexpedient that we should decrease
the number of members of Parliament. I
tlesire economy in every possible way, but I
do not think it wonld be economy to reduce
the members of Parliament, as some people
outside the House seem to imagine, We have
an enormous territory, representing one-third
of Australia, and I am sure hon. members find
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it diflienlt enocugh as it is to properly repre-
sent the electorates for which they have been
returned, [ know that for a man of my age
it means a preat physical effort to contest an
Agzembly elcetorate in the country. One has
to travel night and day, and generally in most
uncomfortable circumstances, { am sure the
member  for Kanewna (Hon, T. Walker)
Agreea with me there. He and T are much of
an age, and I am sure that, like me, he finds
it a physical efort to contest his electorate.

Hon. P. Collier: And such a member can
only visit his electorate once a year, because of
ita size and its distance from the City.

The PREMIER: It is a mere bogey to say
that the representation in this House is too
great, It is necessary for the good govera-
ment of the country that not only the people,
but the different interests in the country,
should be properly ropresented here. TIf we
reduee the number of our members, we shall
certainly refduce the benefits which are de-
rived by those engaged in the different inter-
csts in the country, benefits derived from their
representation in this House.

Hon, P. Collier: And they never ngeded full
representation more than now,

The PREMTER: One of the greatest argu-
ments apainst a reduction of members at
the present time is to be found in the fact
that, 20 years ago, on a population of 170,000
people, it was thought necessary to have 50
members in the Assembly and 30 in the Coun-
cil.  Now, when the population has been well
nigh doubled, it is proposed that there should
he a veduetion in the number of members.
The faet that we have federated is no logieal
reagon for decrensing the number of members;
in fact it is n very solid reason for retaining
our present numbers, if only to proteet the
interests of the State, I have never from the
hustings given it as my opinion that the num-
her of members of Parliament should be re-
duced. Apart from the mere saving in sal-
aries, the country would in no way gain by
such veduetion. It would be a retrograde
movement of very great disadvantage to the
people themselves and to the interests of the
State, Opinions regarding such questions are
to be heard from hypercritical people outside
the House whe, perhaps, have not thoroughly
examined the question. I believe it will be
vory much better to leave the number of mem-
bers as at present, if only in the interests of
those whom I am se anxious to see protected,
and whom T rely upon to act up to the motto
T have given to the State, namely, ‘‘Produce,
produce, produce.’’

Hon, T. WALEKER (Kanowna) [9.29]:
There can be no question that there are in
evidence symptoms of—I was going to say
the moribund. There are those who rise in
their places here in the cxpectation of earn-
ing acclamation from the publie, but who
are really delivering their own funeral ora-
tions in the Assembly.

Mr. Thomson: You ought to be glad of
that.
Hon, T. WALEKER: Why should T be

glad of it? I cannot underatand the atti-
tude of mind towards a great institution,
one whieh has grown up in history to such
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a great height, on the part of those members
whoe now wish in every possible way to be-
little it, to degrade it, to say that everything
that is uttered at street cormers of it Js
true, that the bulk of the legislators are
loafers, that they are not wanted, can be
done without, and are of no service to the
country, that they are supernumeraries and
that we can well spare all of them, That is
the attitude assumecd by the member for
Katanning (Mr, Thomsen), and those whe
have spoken with him. If that is their view
1 do not wonder that the spirit is abroad in
the public mind that this institution, and the
whole of Parliament in fact, is a fifth wheel
to the coach of government and of no
value whatsoever. I do not wonder that
the cry in almost every electorate iz so
strong that few can resist it. It is echoed
everywhera that State Parliaments should be
abolished. There is a positive move in the
mind of the public in that direetion, The
public are justified in forming the opinion
that we are a useless body when we have to
listen to apeeches in this Chamber of the
character and ecalibre of those we have heard
to-night.

Mr. Harrison: Not all of them.

Hon. T. WALEER: True, not quite all.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Are you referriug to the speech of the
leader of the Opposition, which I thought
was quite a good onef?

Ron, T. WALKER: I am speaking of
those who advocate this reduction. This is
not a new thing? I have been in a good
many Parlinments, as T think youn, Sir, have.
I gpuarantes that if you, Sir, could apeak
from the floor of the House in contribution
to this debate, you would tell those who are
hore that there has not been a Parliament
that vou have been in—certainly there is not
one that I have been in—in whiech you have
not heard this resolution brought forward
by some new fledgling legislator elimbing up
the ladder of fame, as he hoped, and prepar-
ing for his' downfall to the pit of oblivion.
We have all heard it. It is the stock way of
attracting popular attention, and ecatering
for the popular ignorance of the value and
necessity of institutions of this kind. Always
that thing is dome.

Mr. Thomson: Are you speaking to the
amendment?

Hon. T. WALKER: T am speaking to the
subject generally. There is little difference
hetween the amendment and the motion, ex-
cept that the motion pretends to define pre-
cisely how many legislators can run this
country. Why 35 should be specified T de
not know. The hon. member presumes to
tell ug just how many members ean run the
affairs of this country. We know from ex-
perience that the smaller the body of those
entrusted with power the more likelihood
there is for selfishness, and sclected inter-
ests, and clique power to assert themselves.
There is safety in multitudes. With a large
body one is likely to have correctives, bal-
ancings, eritieisms, and adjustments, which
preserve the general character of the imsti-
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tution. Let there be a few, and there is
bound to be distincfive class interests as-
serting themselves and a powerful clique
having absclute control. That is a danger in
the government of any country., Besides this
there is always a degeneration in the intellee-
tual capacity, even in the favoured able few,
when there are small numbers coming into
conflict or contact or exchanging criticisms.
The greatness of the statesmen in the Brit-
ish Empire 18 duc to the faet that there is
a consciousness that the greatest effort of

mind must be made to reach, to lead
and to agurpauss the eritics who are
everlastingly finding faolt or suggesting

rival methods of govermment. 1t would bLe
impossible in & clique of five or six to create
the statesmen who have built up the history of
England. There must be the numbers, there
must be the stimulus of rival intellects, and
there must be the magnetism and the intel-
lectual force, the psychelogical influence of
present ability, in order te bring out true great-
ness of mind. Let us suppose we had a Parlia-
ment constituted by the little Country party
that nestles so saugly on the cross benches.
Where would the great nationul policy be
found? Even in regard to the extirpation of
rabbits, a little seheme like that is bungled up
by them and its value is destroyed.

Mr. Harrison: T thought you were all inter-
ested in rabbits.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly we are.

Mr. Dickering: That is not fair to the Coun-
try party.

Hon. I, Collier: It js only that section which
is supporting this motion.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am giving that as an
illustration. Where would be the wealth, the
foture greatness, the grandeur, and the build-
ing up of this covntry if they were left to the
little nest of members I see before me? Where
would be the stimulus of mind, the promptings
of gernius, and the alertness that coma from the
everlasting probing of keen and concentrative
minds? They could not furnigsh the stimulus
themselves, for they would die of inertia. Tt is
only by the stimulus that is received from
opposites and contrasts, that one gets the
quickening that illumines and leads.

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Min-
ister}: A gedative comes in gometimes, but one
does not want to be stimulated all the time,

Hon, T. WALKER: I admit that with num-
bers we find those whe pull us back and those
who push us on.

Mr. Thomson: To carry out your argument
you should have more representation in order
to get effective legislation.

Hon., T. WALKER: That would give vs a
hetter choice and an improved chance of pet-
ting effective legislation. We want numbers
to pick fram, Tt is purely an accident, of
course, that we oceasionally get mnen here such
as we find in the mover of this motion. Give
us a choice, a wider range, and the pgreater
rhance will this country have of being well
served.

Mr. Thomgon: That is why you people started
the selection ballot.

Hon, P, Collier: Tt is not long gince your
party did so.
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Mr. Thomson: I never did so.

Hon. P, Collier: What about your seleciion
of Mr. Hedges?

Hon. T. WALKER: There may be evils as
well as benefits in that, but we still want the
choiee and to be able to make the best pousible
selection,

Mr. Thomson: I hope you will always carry
that into effeet.

Hon, T. WALKER: I degire it.

Mr, Thomson: You do not always do it.

Hon. T. WALKER: We have to be limited
by the imperfections of our individual selves
and our surroundings. That is the grave dau-
ger. A limitation in bumbers must lead to—
[ am using an Americanism—a getatable vlique.
By having larger numbers, however, we pre-
serve ourselves from the influences of wire pul-
lers, and controlling influences from ovtside.

Mr, Hnrrison: The larger numbers are on
this side.

Hon. T. WALKER: I know. In the minds
of the public there is growing a spirit of nrter
disgust in parliamentary institutions. 'That
spirit is exhibited almost perpetnally in the
Press and on every platform. TIn every publie
gathering we hear Parliament sneered at.

Mr, Harrison : Has there boen any reason for it ?

Hon. T. WALKER : Undoubtedly. The reason
is found in spesches such as we have heard to-
night. It is also found in the admiasion that
these ingtitutions are of no wvalue, that the ser-
viees renderod are an unnecegsary cost to the
community, and that members cannot contribute
the value of their allowances in their services to
the State. Admissions of that kind are quite
sufficient to degrads us. If we have a small
opinion of ourselves and belittlo ourselves in
our own institutions what can we expect of the
public 7 They must adjudge us by ocur estimato
of ourselves, and they say we are of no value.
A gpirit is growing up in the community that
would swesp us away to-morrow if the power
existed to do so.

Hon. P. Collior : That is the institution.

Hon. T. WALKER : T mean the institution.
This institation is doomed, if we aro to take the
popular opinion regarding uws at the present
Juncture,

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minister) :
You are wrong.

Hon. T. WALKER : T am not wrong.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
A mean can always respect Parliament and win
his seat as well.

Hon. T. WALKER: T know, and it is what
wo ought to do and what I desire to have done.
I want to see hon. members respect this insti-
tution.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
So do T.

Hon. T. WALKER : Not only on account of
its historical associations but because of the
genuine good it can do if it be a Parliament. If
it be an institution where the popular will he
represonted, propecly filtering through the repre-
sentativos of the House and becoming matured
alons by the process of responsible Government,
where the sonsitive Governmont refuses for a
moment to be driven or to bargain for their policy,
but have the ability to lay down a policy and
stand or fall by it, when the people can respect
the sensitive honour of its statesmen and swear
by their honesty of purpose, then the people can
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honour the institution ; then we shall find the
galleries crowded by those who come to hear
their spokesmen. Now no one cares what tran.
apires here ; no one takes an interest in what we
are doing. It is because we are departing from
the old traditiona. We have not responsible
Government but government by bargaining,
government by solling our policy for the purpese
of support, swapping and bargaining for tonure
of office.

Hon. R. H. Undorwood (Honorary Minister):
You say if we have the numbers there is no bar-
gaining.

Hon. T. WALKER : With numbers there is
less. Thero cannot be bargaining with all. The
bargaining increases as the number lessens.
There becomes lesa safety. The difficulty is
now through the smalgamation owing to the
abnormality of thoe times, the amalgamation of
alleged difterent parties. They arc able to come
to torms and do come to terms, and we have not
Government as o Parliament, but a Government
of cliquea in this very Assembly itself, an evil
that would enormously increase if we were to
diminish the number of representatives of the
people. But there is more than that. We are
under & shadow at this very moment. Time
was when we thought we were a sovereign State,
when His Excellency was the representative of
His Majesty, and spoke, as it were, in his name ;
when we had the full consciousness of our own
destiny, when we had in view the building up of
& great counbry without interfercnce from with-
out. At the present day the hands, I was going
to say the tentacles, of the octopus are over us;
we arp no longer capablo of governing as &
govereign State ; the sovercign hand is over us.
The Commonweslth is taking all our vital re-
sources in itz grasp and leaving w3 to struggle
in its coils. Wo are nob self-governing as we
were, for ab every step we aro governing for
another, an outside power, and we are restrained
and limited in thois spheres of action which once
wera poculiarly our own, and which we held to
have a sovereignty over.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minister):
Almost holpless.

Hon. T. WALKER: We are indesd almost
helpless. Let mo tell mombers a great struggle
is coming.

Hen. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister) :
You are spoiling it.

Hon. T. WALKER : I eannot help it. I am
saying what is absolutely true. We are facing
a grave issue at no distant date, the issue whether
wa are to bo a sovereign State or whother we
are to be a subject of a governing hody in another
portion of the Commonwealth ; whether we are
to maintain our rights as citizens of Western
Augtralia, free and unfettered, or whether we
are to he the subjects of the Commonwealth
Government subservient merely to the whim of
centralisad power, incapable of exercising the
discretion that is necessary for the devevlopment
of gur resources. This is the question. A= the
leader of the Oppasition has said, that fight needs
every bright mind of the community. That
struggle that is coming on us, the struggle which
wo shall have to engage in if we are to develop
this part of Australia, if overy industry, every
avenue of wealth is not to sweep to the eastward ;
if we aro to build up a great poople here in the ter-
ritory that is covered by the boundaries of Western
Australia ; if we are to do that, then there is a
great struggle not far distant ahead of us. And
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every mind and power and intellect 18 required
in that struggle, and if we are going, metaphor-
ically speaking, to emasculate ourselves, to be-
little and weaken and deapoil ourselves to take
away every nerve, every fibre that we have within
us, if in the face of the danger we are to paraiyse
ourselves, then we know whet the issue will be.
There will be no Parliamont a few years hence.
Wo shall not need resolutions of this kind becauss
we shall be governed by deputies nominated from
the far cast. We shall have a simple repetition
of shire councils and municipsl councils dotted
throughout the country. Wo shaill be without
that local zeal that takes an interest in the de-
velopment of every spot wo love in Western
Australia—without that zeal for the development
of that portion which wo labour for. In other
words we shall have a distant Government carry-
ing out details through official acts. We shall be
governed by officialism instead of patriotism ;
government by those directed from abroad instead
of by patriots actuated by & honest desire to
make this part of Western Australia the brightest
ornament and in every way the most desirable
of all the soversign states of this great compact
we call the Commonwealth. If we want to make
homes for our children, to win the thanke of pos-
terity and emblazon foraver on our escutcheon
an honourable and dignified name, then increase
rather than decrease our local power ; do not
belittle the institution that hes built us up to
our present standard nor lessen that power which
was entrusted to us by the people for the controt
of the destinies of our future,

Mr, HARRISON (Avon) [0-55]: 1 have listened
with & great deal of attention to the speeches
which have been delivered and I cannot support
in tote the smendment, and I certainly cannot
support the motion. I cannot support the amend-
ment for the reason that this is no time for a re-
distribution of sents, not during the time of war.
It would be a disadvantage to certain portions of
the State that have decreased in population that
a redistribution of seats should take place during
the time of war. The more expericnce we have
of our electorates, the more personal knowledge
wa have of our electors, the more a member knows
of his locality, the better for this Assembly. One
reason why we do not get the sympathetic treat-
ment we ought to get from the Federal Govern.
ment is becanse Federal members know sao
little of Western Australia and what it containa,
They do not know our minera] wealth, cur timber
wealth, our agricultural wealth, or anything at
all about uws. Many visiters from the Eastern
States are entirely surprised when they travel
through our State and through particular centres.
We ore to-day almost in & pioneering condition
and if we lose members shall we get the reaults
we aim for, shall we get that concentrated energy
to stimulate our industries * Shall we attain
the end in a quicker way in reducing the number
of members, and thereby reducing the cost by
perhaps £7,000 per annum ? I think that ia no
economy. I guarantee to say that there is not
a member representing country districts or mining
districts who could not put more than deuble
his time in the particular electorate he represents
for the good of the House and the State, hy getting
more in touch with the particular developments
of the electoratc which he represents. I for my
pert cannot give a vote for a reduction of the
number of members that we have at present in
the House. The leader of the Opposition~ has
given us particulers, and I agree with him in what
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he said aa to country districts and the primary
industries of the State. If we have a reduction
of members we will get it in those centres if we go
on the actual basis of population. We have to
consider the North-West, and what it brings to
the State, what the vast resources of that terntory
are, It is not only the population but the resourt
aes of the Statethat have tobeconsidered. If wedo
deprive the North-West of representation we shall
net know the condition of the various centres and
if we have not that intimate knowledge from the
various members representing those electorates,
we cannot get a clear focus of what should be done
for any particular electorate, and I say again
the more knowledge we have of the vatious
electorates the better it will be for the Government
of the State and also the electors who are re-
presented in this Chamber.
Me. MALEY (Greenough)} [10:0]: I move- -

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. SPEAKER : There being no seconder, the
motion lapses.

Mr. TROY (M¢. Mognet) [10-1]: If the member
for Greenough does not wish to continue the
debate, I have a few worda to say, and I desire
now to give notice of a further amendment which
I intend to move. I understand the smendment
already proposed by the member for Sussex {Mr.
Pickering) is to strike out ccrtain worda for the
purpese of inserting, “ It is expedient that the
number of members bo reduced.” If that amend-
ment applied to Parliament a3 a whole, I would hove
no objection, although in my own amendment
I shall state very definitely where I require the
number to be reduced. My wish is that the House
should give a clear expression of opinion on e
matter which deeply concerns the people of this
country. My amendment will be that all the
words after '*arrived,” in line 2, be struck out,
with a view to the insertion of the following words,
**in order to secure true demaocratic representation,
the Constitution Act be amended to provide for
the election of one House of Parliament, elected
on en adult franchise.” If one reform is more
esgential to-day than any other in this State, it is
the reduction of members of Parliament with a
view to giving the people of this country the right
to govern themselves on a true basis of repre-
sentation. The questicn has been before the
people time after time; it has been a subject of
diseussion both on the platform and in the Press ;
and in my opinion, at & timc when so much is
spoken regarding democracy, and the rights of
democracy, and the ideals of democracy, it ia
essential that we should give proper expression
to it in the formation of our Government and
in our Constitution Act. It is the most arrant
hypocrisy for members in this or in any other
British Parlinment to speak about a true democracy,
end the ideals of democracy, and about making
the world safe for democracy, when by the very
meana by which they are elected to Parliament
they shut out two-thirds of the people and hand
over the government to the minority. I consider
our present representation a freud and a humbug.
It gives the people power with one hand, and takes
it away with tho other. The people elect this
House, on an adult franchise, to cerry out certain
principles and enaob certain legislation. This
House hag certain powers, but another House has
the right to take thoge powers away from vs. This
House has certain opportunities; another House
has the right to embarrass this Chamber, and to
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negative what is accomplished here on Dehalf
of the people of this country. It is not desired
that there shall be one Chamber to destroy the
work of the other. If thereis a desire for reform—
and I appeal to hon. members who put forward
this motion with the desire to socure reform—
now is the opportunity te bring about that
repl, democratic government which I believe the
majority of our people aspire to and desire. It
may be urged that there is no precedent for this
surt of thing. But I suy there is. There io &
precedent which we might well copy. That pre-
cedont has Dheen established for a considerable
time in other countries, and it has worked out to
distinet advantage. Let me wsay than when
responsible government was granted to Western
Australia, the then Secretary of State for the
(‘olonies, Lord Knutsford, urged the then Legis-
lative Council of Western Australia to provide a
Parlisment of one House only., He urged the
Western Australian Legislative Council to follow
t‘hc lead of Ontario, Manitoba, end other large
States of (Canada, which were then and are now
governed by one House of Parlisment. The
Western Australian Legisiative Council, in reply,
-urged_that the camea were not parallel, because
Untario, for instance, had behind it the Dominion
Parliament of Canada. If that was an excuse
then, that excuse is now gone, because we have
behind us the Commonwealth Parliament of
Australia ; and thus our case is entirely parallel
with the cases of Ontario, Manitoba, and other
large Canadian States, which are satisfied to be
governed by one House. The State of Ontario has
a population larger than that of any Australian
State ; Manitoba's population is equal to that of
any Australion State. All execept two of the
Canadian States are legislated for by only one
House of Parliament. Surely we hare - and I
appeal to those hon. members who sey they desire
reform and economy-—are ablo to govern this
State with one House of Parliament, and can
dispense with the expense of two THouses of
l?a.rhament, with the needless expense of oppo-
sition and contradiction between two Touses.
I.i‘ we do not economise in this House, the people
will meke us econcmise. No matter what tho
memhe_r for Kanowns (Hon, T. Walker) mey say
ngardmg.the dignity of this Parliament, Parliament
has no dignity whatever unless it has tho respect
of the people. We pretond to & cettain
dignity, but this is apt to bring upon curselves
the ridicule and contempt of the people who send
us here, I am not concerned for that dignity ;
I am concerned about giving the people the fullest
power of oxpression, and the fullest right to secure
their reforms and their legislation in the sanest
manner possible, and in the manner which they
desire should be adopted. 1f we here say that
we are going to maintain ourselves under present
conditions, if we are going to insist upon a form
of governmeni which has proved both expendive
and unsatisfactory, the people will take a hand
themselves, The time is coming when we shall
have to cconomige. The timo is coming when the
whole State will have to economise. The time
moy be coming when we shall be unable to carry
on in this State, and will have to hand it over to

the ] Commonwealth Covernment. That is a
puosdibility.
Mr. Smith: Then the sooner we start to econ-

oinise, the better.
Mr. TROY : I do not care whete we start ; but
we |mu!t atart. I do not care whether a start is
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#0 long as the one House remaining is clected on
an adult franchise and is representative of the
whole of the people of Western Australia. I
would be satisfied with such a House, but with
no other. That would give & lead to the people
of this country, and would be a proof to the people
that Parliament is earnest in regard to economy.
And then the people would follow us, ‘When the
assistance we are now receiving from the (‘ommon-
wealth (lovernment ceases, a5 it will do in a year
or two, when we have the burden of war taxation
pressing upon every individual in the community,
we shall find it extremely difficult to pay our way.
We find that difficult enough even now. If the
Treasurer thought it wise to tell us his real feelings,
he would say that financial matters are in & most
wnsatisfactory condition. If the Federal Treagurer
told the Australisn people his real fcelings, he
would say that the financial future is by no means
bright. This country has heavy burdens, and the
timo is coming when we can no longer evede them.
That being 8o, let us not worry sbout the dignity
of Pacliament. If hon. members are honest in
putiting forward this motion—and 1 have ne
reason to doubt it—I sk them, are they prepared
to do that here which Lord Knutsford advised in
the first instance, and which, sccording to the
experience of Canada —an experience which ought
to be good enough for us—supports ¥ I have no
fear whatever that s party will over get into
power in Western Australia or remain in power
in Western Australia, that will do untold harm ;
because the people always have the opportunity
to right matters, and always do right matters,
They do that in this House, No Government in
Western Australia exists for more than five or six
years at the most, no matter how much they
endesvour to continue to carry on. The present
Government, will most assuredly pass away, 85 the
Government represented by membere on this gide
of the House passed away. It is my opinion that
the people follow neither extreme. They stand
gomewhere about the middle, and when one party
goes too far in one divection, the people turn
the other way. As a result, Western Auatralia
has government by the more modorate sections of
the community. Whilst that precedent obtains
in British politics, and it has always obtained,
I anticipate no great harm from democratic re-
presentation, or from Parliaments elected by adult
franchise, which membem here and in another
place ingist will result. If the people find that o
(tovernment legialate in a manner harmful to the
country, thoy will take the tirst opportunity of
righting the position, ae they slwaya have done.
I do not wish to assume the role of prophet, but if
hon. members think that the government of this
countty can continue under present conditions,
1 am sotry for the sttitude they take up and for the
opinion thoy hold. Fer I am convinged that just
a8 the nations on the side of the JAllies in this war
insist upon the absolute democratisation of Ger-
many, so our people will insist upon the demo-
cratisation of our government here. Although
the Pan Germans declare that the work of the
great Prussians trom Frederick II. downwards
now lies in ruins, and that they will reccive the
aword stroke of the social demoerats standing
orect. Prussia has already democratised herself.
We have insisted that we are fighting in this war
for true domocratic principles, and we cannot
expeet our soldiers, when they teturn, and our
people here to continuc to be governed by our
present system when they know that democratio
i Y have no hossible means of success under
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it. There is no doubt about it. It has been the
experience of overy hon. member that the people
may elect & mojority of members herc to carry out
a certain policy, and the principle of the other
place representing a minority is to so embarrass the
Government, and to so delay legislation, in the
hope that the Government will become unpopular.
That sort of thing will not go on indefinitely becaunge
the people will be bound te get tired of it, and if
we do not alter it, they will alter it for us in a
way we will not like. The people will not be
content with electing a Parliament and sceing that
Parliament embarrassed and opposed by every
means available to a certain party. The time
will come when they will not brook opposition ;
they will sweep it away, and that time is coming
goon. ‘When the soldiers return from the Front,
they will not allow the representation of thie
country to be in the hands of a minority. Here
then is the opportunity of hon. members who
desire this particular reform.

Mr. SPEAKER : I would draw the hon, mem-
ber's attention to the fact thet the motion does
not deal with the constitution of Parlisment other
than the number of membhers,

Mr. TROY : May I draw attention to the fact
that the number of members cannot be altered
expept by an amendment of the Constitution. It
is my intention to move an amendment. The
number of members cannot be reduced unless we
amend the Constitution, and I am in favour of that,
providing members are clected on an adult
franchise. -

Mr. BPEAKER :
discusgion.

Mr. TROY : T am prepared to support a re-
duction of members provided the members are
elected on an adult franchise. Other hon, members
are prepsred to support a reduction beecause it
means economy, but economy is no$ in the motion.
Surely I can give my reasons for advocating
& reduction.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has been
discuseing the franchise of another place for
some time,

Mr, TROY : I am not prepared to argue in this
connection but I feel that you, Mr, Speaker, are
misinterpreting my intention. Some hon. members
have moved for & reduction in the number of
members on the score of economy. I want to
move for & roduction of members on the acore of
representation, 1 am perfectly satisfied that the
motion i8 wide enough to give me the vpportunity
I want, I intend to give notice of the amendment
I propose to movs, and I hope hon. members will
support it because by doing so they will be giving
& detinite expression to those ideals which are so
much spoken of to.day and which hon. members
themselves have referred to as the ideals of demo-
oratic representation and aspirations. I want to
sec Parliament conducted cconomically, but I am
satisfied that cannot be done by a reduction in
the number. I am not prepared to eay there
should be a reduction of from 50 to 35 because,
08 the member for Kanowna hes pointed out,
Parliament should not become a clique, and the
fewer numbers we have the greater the possi.
bilitiea of corruption. The time has arrived when
we can govern this country as the Dominion of
Canada is governed and surely what other British
communities can do, we can also do. I will give
notice of my amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member need not
refer to it until we have disposed of the other
amendment.

The franchisc is not under
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Mr. THOMSOX (Katanning --on amendment)
[10-20]: I merely wish to eay that I intend to
oppose the amendment moveid by the member for
Sussex, My cbject is that it is only a piocus re-
solution and what we want is something definite.

Mr. DUFTF (Claremont) [10-21]: I would like
to say a few words in reply to the leader of the
Opposition who condemned the new members
of the Assembly for their indiseretion during the
recent campaign. Throughout Western Australia
there scems to be &-wave of condemnation for
the existing Parliament. On the public platform
T was asked the question as to whether I would be
in favour of a reduction of the number of mem-
bers in both Houses and I replied in the sffirmative.
After listening to the debate to-night, however,
and particulatly to the specechea delivered by the
leader of the Opposition and the member for
Kanowna, I am convinced that the present i not
the time to reduce the number of members of
Parlisment. The Federal questions which we
shall have to face are serious, and there is no
doubt that the State Parliament requires to
preserve ite full strength to be ablo to deal with
them. Then there would be a difficulty in con-
nection with a redistribution of seats, a difficulty
which would be rather awkward to overcome in the
present abnormal times. The country and the
goldficlde electorates would suffer considerably
by reason of the absence of so many adult mnales
from the State, My only object in saying & few
words is to explain the position I took up on the
public platform during my election campnign,
when I ssid I wag in favour of the reduction of
the number of members in this House and in
another place, Before I entered this House I
was one of the public. Since I have been here I
have had the advantage of listening to interesting
debates and I bave learnt something. To-night
I have learnt a little more and my intention now
is not to vote in the direction of bringing about
@ reduction in the number of members of Par-
liament, I may have the oppottunity of letting
my conatituents know that I have been converted
in my views,

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) {10-25]: 1| move—-

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. MUNBIE (Hannang) {[10-26]: I am going
to vote against both the motion and the amend-
ment. Personally I do not bolieve that Western
Australie i8 over reprosented es far as the Legis-
lative Assembly is concerned. I have always
been of the opinion that the aystem of Parliament
in  Western Australia is not democratic. A
mejority of the electors return to this House
various parties from which is formed the Govern-
ment of the country, and if that party from which
the QGovernment is formed is not of a certain
brand of politics, there is no possible chence of
the Governmont putting their ideals and aspir-
ations into operation. I trust when the membor
for Mount Magnet moves his amendment, that
those who profess democracy in this House will
support tho amendment, and let the people of
the country see that we, at all events, beliove
that the clectors of Western Australia, the adult
men and women, should have a voice in the gov-
ernment of the country. As it is to-day we have
just on 150,000 electors in the State who return
50 members to the Legislative Assembly, We
have aver 53,000 eleciors on the roll for another
place and I am within my rights when I say that
there will not be 40,000 of them ecligible to return
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& moember to the Legislative Counoil, if each had
only one vote. There are men who possess eight
votes ; there are others with four, and hundreds
with two and three votes. What right has any
man, irrespective of any property he may hold,
or woman either, to have more than one vote or
more power than the man who works with the
pick and shovel? The position has become
almost intolerable, and I am propared to show
that the taxpayera of Western Australia are pay-
ing too much for the legislation they are getting.
Irrespective of what legislation is introdnced
and discussed and passed by this Chamber, un-
lesa it suits the other Chamber it has no possible
chance of going throngh. If we want good legis-
Iation, if we want members returned by the
democratic vote and if we expect them to take
a keen interest in the legislation that is brought
before this House we should wipe out the other
place. We should then have a keener interest taken
in the legislation introduced here. I will sup-
port any motion for the reduction of merabers
of Parliament by 30—that is to say, for tho total
abolition of the place which is elected on & minority
vote,

M. SPEAKER : To the motion an amendment
has been moved to strike out all words after
“House " in line 2. The question is that the
words proposed to be struck out stand part of
the motion. AH in favour of the amendment
eay “aye,” on the contrary *“no.” The “ Noes "
have it. .

Amendment thus passed ; the words struck out.

Mr. TROY : Am I now free to move my amend-
ment ?

Mr. SPEAKER : No, becanse the words have
not been struck out.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning—in reply) [10-32]:
I must confess I have been surprised at the attack
which haa been made on myself, The member for
Kanowna gave us one of his usual orations.

Point of Order.

Hon. P. Collier : On a point of order. I think
a mistake occurred in regard to the amendment.
You, 8ir, put tho amendment, that the words
proposed to be struck out stand part of the
motien, and you declared that the “ Noes ™ had
|1

Mr. Speaker : The question was thai the words
proposed to be struck out stand part of the
motion. The “Nees™ said that those words
should not stand part of the motion.

Hon. P. Collier : Therefore, they ware atruck
out. You gave the verdict to the ** Noea."”

Mr. Speaker: Wrongly ¢

Hon. P. Collier: No. rightly, for the words
were struck out.

Mr. Troy : Therefore I can move my amend-
ment.

Mr. Thomson : Would T not be entitled to call
for a division ¥ I was under the impression that
the amendment had been nogatived.

Mr. Speaker : The point is that I gave the de-
cision that the “ Noes " had it.

My. Thomson : I was under the impregsion thay
my motion remained intact, It now seems that
the words proposed to be struck cut were struck
out. Had I known it at the time, I would have
called for a division, and I think I am entitled
to do se now. I undorstood that your decision
wag that my motion stood, that the amoendment
moved by the member for Sussex had heon de-
feated. It was your mistake, Mr. Speaker, and
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Mr. Spealer : When I put the question that
the words proposed to be atruck out stand part
of tho motion, there were only two or three voices
for the *‘ Ayes » while there was a number for the
**Noes.” T then proceeded to put the motion,
thinking that the words stood part of the motion,
and I preventad tho member for Mt. Magmet
from moving his amendment. T do not desire
to rob the member for Katanning of his right to
call for a division. If he desires to quesiion my
decision on the point, I will put the amendment
again. Tt is only fair to the hon. member, be-
cause the mistake was mine.

Hon. P. Coliier : No, there was no mistake.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member thought that
the words proposed to be struck out stood part
of the motion.

Hon, P. Collier : It secems to me the position
is perfoctly clear. There was no mistake at all
on your part, Sir. The amendment was put, snd
the docision was given in favonr of the ** Noes."”
No division was called for. The member for Mt.
Magnet endeavoured to move his amendment
and, under a misapprehension, you ruled that he
could not do so. The member for Katanning
is now claiming the right to call for a division
because he failed to recognise the fact that the
verdict had been given against him, I contend
that he is not entitled to the division.

Mr, Thomson : With all due respect, the leader
of the Opposition hss stated clearly and dis-
tinet[y that you, Sir, were under a misapprehen-
sion. '

Hon. P. Collier - Not in regard to the question
of “Ayes” and “ Noes.”

Mr, Thomson: I appesl to you Mr. Speaker,
that if you, with your complete knowledge of the
forms, wers under a misapprehension, what could
be expocted of a private member? You per
mitted me to rise and procesd to address the
House in reply before the motion was definitely
put, and now yom are going to dobar me from
my privilege of calling for a division.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is right. I
allowed him to begin his reply. I think he ghould
be allowed an opportunity for dividing the House.

Hon. T. Walker: It is regrettabls, of course,
that either the member for Katanning, or you,
Sir, should have been under » misapprehension.
But it was a misapprehension which does not in
the slightest affect the position. This is what
happenoed : you called for the ‘ Ayes,” and yon
called for the * Noes,” and you said the ** Noes ™
had it, Anyone at that stage could have ealled
for a division, but nobedy did 8o, and consequently
that is fixed. That procedure cannot be retraced.
We cannot go back, The misapprehension was
subsequent t0 that. You having mado the declar-
ation that the *“ Noes ' had it and there being
no call for & division, the opportunity has passed,
the mmendment to strike out certain worda is
carricd, and the member for Sussex has now an
opportunity of completing the amendment by
moving to insert further words. We cannot go
back.

Mr, Speaker: The amendment of the member for
Suasex comes first.

Hon. T. Walker: Yes, the record of the House
is complete up to that deeclaration.

The Premier: 1 was watching cerefully what
took place. Thereis no doubt you put the question,
Sir, in this way : The question was, “ That the
words proposed to be struck out remain part of
the question.”” There were “‘ayes™ and there
e Voo aatd the ‘noes” had it

Wwars
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and there was no call for o division. I think in
justice to the House that cannot he recalled.

Mr. Thomsen: It is most regrettable that a
member should be debarred from hia privileges
through & misunderstanding.

Mr. Speaker: The misunderstanding does not
affect the hon. member's position.

Mr. Thomson : I am debarred from replying.

Mr. Speaker: Order! The hon. member is
not debarred from replying. He has lost his
oppertunity of calling for & division, and that is
the only thing he has lost.

Debate resumed.

Mre. PICKERING (Sussex) [10-41): I was
under no delusion, I will now move my amend.
ment, that the worde “ it is expedient to reduce
the number of members of the Legislative Assembly
and Legislative Council " be inserted.

Amendment put, and & division taken with the
following result :— .

Ayes ... 11
Noes ... 28
Majority against 17
AYES,
Mr. Brown Mr. Smith
Mr, Maley Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Money Mr. Teesdala
Mr. O'Laghlen Mr. Thomeon
Mr. Pilckering Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Plikington (Teller.)
NoEgs.
Mr. Anpgelo Mr. Lutey
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mlitchell
Mr. Broun ; MMr. Mullaoy
Mr. Chesson Mr, Munsia
Mr. Collier ' Mr. Nairn
My, Duff ' Mr,” Piessq
Mr., Gardiner ] Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. (iepTg0 l Mr. R. T. Robinzon
Mr. Harrison | Mr. Rocke
Mr. Hickmott , Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. !tnderwood
Mr, Hulson ! Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert ‘ AMr. Willmott
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Willcock
(Telier.)

Amendment thus negatived,

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [10-48]:
further amendment—

That after the word “House* the following
be inserted :—" It is desicable that, in order
to secure true democratic representation the
the Constitution Act he amended to provide
for the clection of one House of Parliament
on an adult franchise.”

Mr. ROCKE (South Fremantle) [10-49]: I
segend the amendment,

Mr. SPEAKER ; I would draw the attention
of the hon, member to the fact that thia amcnd.
ment is quite different from the motion. It is very
wide from the intention of the motion, which was
simply to reduce the number of membors of both
Houses, and only meant an slteration to the
Electorsl Act. This amendment rocans an altor-
ation of the Constitution Act.

Mr, TROY : Tf you rule my amendment out
of order, Sir, I am prepared to argue the matter,

I move &
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Mr. SPEAKER: I have no desire to rule the
smendment out ; it is pretty wide, though,

Mr. TROY : There may be doubts about it,
but there is no doubt in my mind. I am grateful
to you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me the opportunity
of expressing my opinions. I have already stated
my rteasons, and I shell not repeat them. Hon.
membors now have the opportunity—

Point of Order.

The Premier: On a point of order, It appears
to me that the amendment of the member for Mt.
Magnet is entirely irrelevant to the motion. Can
an hon. member be allowed to tack on an irrele-
vant amendment to a motion in this fashion ?
The amendment would involve an alteration of our
Constitution by the abolition of one House
of Parliament,

Mr. Speaker : I drew the attention of the member
for Mt. Magnet and of the House to the fact, on
a first glance at the amendment, that it was totally
different from the meotion.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course it is.
right.

Mr. Speaker: There is hardly any refevancy at
all.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so. There is no need
for any relevancy.

Mr. Speaker: I think the hen. member would
hardly be able to make it clear.

Hon. P. Collier: Where is the Standing Order
which saye that an amendment must be relevant
to the subject-matter of the motion ?

Mr. Speaker: The amendment, certainly, is
sbsolutely wide of the motion. I rule it out of
order, and the member for Mt, Magnet can then
move that my ruling be disagreed to.

Hon. P. Collier: I think we ought to have the
Standing Order.

That is quite

Dissent from the Speaker's Ruling.

Mr, Troy: I move—

That the Speaker's ruling be disagreed with.

I do not think, Sir, that you ought to give the
Standing Order. From my experience in your
present position I know thet that is something
which the Speaker keeps up his sleeve. I would
not give it myself, Mr. Speaker, in your position.
But you have already expressed the opinion that
the amendment of the member for Sussex, which
you admitted, provided for a reduction of members
of both Houses of Parliament. Is that go, Sir?

Mr. Speaker: Yes,

Mr. Troy: Then, Sir, I understand from you
that that involves amendment of the Electoral
Act. The amendment of the member for Sussex,
which you allowed to be moved, and which has been
put to the FHouse, involves amendment of the Con-
stitution Act, not of the Electoral Act ; because it
is tho Constitution Aect that provides for the
number of members which shall comprise the
Parliamont. Section 5§ of the Constitution Act
reads—

The Legislative Council shall consist of 3
elected members, who shall be returned and shall
sit for the Electoral Provinces as hereinafter
stated and defined.

The number cannot be reduced except by an
amendment of the Constitution Act, nor cen the
Legislative Council be abolished except by an
smendment of the Clonstitution Act., An amend-
ment of that Act must be made to secure either
object. If the amendment of the member for
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Sussex is in order, then surcly, on the same
grounds, my amendment is in order.

The Attorney Cieneral: But your amendment
refers to the qualification of clectors.

Mr. Troy: That also is & matter of the Con-
Stisution Act.

The Attorney General: The amendment of the
membher for Sussex was relevant to the metion.
Yours is not,

Mr. Troy : My amendment is absolutely relevant
to the motion. The motion has been struck out
by this House ; only a word or two of the original
motion remain. The position is similar to the
moving of an amendment on a motion of want of
confidence in the (iovernment, or of an amendment
on the Address-in-reply to the Governor’s Specch.
Any amendment whatscever ¢can be moved on the
Addresg-in-reply. At present there is no motion,
in fact, before the Chair; there are only & few
words, whith mean nothing. My amendment,
I persist, is in order, if on no other ground, on the
very ground on which you, Mr, Speaker, admitted
the amendment of the member for Sussex and the
motion itself. I have no desire to argue this matter
further, unless, of course, I am compelled to do so.
But 1 do insist that I am absolutely in order in
taking the course which I have taken ; and it is
logieal to expect that 1 shall ecure, under the
Standing Orders, the same ruling as has been
admitted in the cases of the member for Sussex
and of the mover of the original motion. The
Constitution Act states that the Legislative As-
sembly shall consist of 50 members who shall be
elected for the several electoral districts. Yet
the motion provides for & reduction of that number.
If » motion can be moved for the reduction by one,
it i8 possible to move for a reduction of the lot.

Mr. Spesker: I ruled the hon. member out of
order on the ground that the amendment was
not relevant to the motion. The hon. member
has quoted the Oonstitubion Act, but he has not
quoted anything in support of his argoment from
the Standing Orders. I find in the 12th edition
of “May ™ page 261, the following :—

It is an imperative rule that every amend-
ment must be relevant to the question on which
the amondment is proposed.

That iz sufficient to support the ruling 1 have
given.

Mr. Troy : You did not give that as the reason
in the first instance,

Mr. Speaker: Irrelevancy was the reason. The
motion had for its object the reduction of the
number of members of this House and of that of
the Legislative Council. Then the member for
Ms. Magnet moved an amendment which I ruled
was irrelevant. The cffect of that amendment
would be to abolish the Legislative Council, and
because it is wido of the motion T have ruled it
out of order.

Mr. Munsie : I would draw attention to Standing
Order 187, which reads—

Amendments may bo propesed to a proposed
amendment as if such proposcd amendment
were an original question.

1 am of opinion thercfore, that the member for
Mt. Magnet is absolutely in order.

The Premier : It was not an amendment on the
amendment.

Mr. Speaker: The Standing Order quoted by
the hon, mamber does not affect the position.

Hon. T. Walker: The whole question re-
solves jtself into one of relevancy. If the amend.
ment is irrelevant it is out of order. The queation
is, to what does molevancy refer, not to tho ques-
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tion as it originally stood, but to the question
now before the House. There is & motion which
now only contains the words—' That in the
opinion of this House.” Any words that follow
those must be rolevant.

Mr. Spesker: The words must be relevant
to the original motion.

Hon. T. Walker: No, the original motion
has disappesred. * That in the opinion of this
House,” is the only question now. Those words
atand and they arc relevent as an introduction
to anything that the House may choose to add.
I submit we cannot compare the samendment
with what the House has delsted, If you Mr,
Speaker wanted to rule the amendment out of
order, I shounld say it would ba on the ground
that it is not the procedure of this House to at-
tompt to alter the constitution of another place.
The original motion was to reduce the member-
ship of Parliament. There atill remains the prin-
ciple of reduction. The reduction of the member-
ship of the House may take place in any way ; it
may be done by the reduction of ten, twenty or
thirty. The member for Mt. Magnet proposes
to reduce another place by thirty mombers in-
atead of by ten. Surely there is nothing irrele-
vant in thet.

Mr. Pickering: Under Standing Order 187,
which has just been read by the member for
Hanrans (Mr. Munsie), I contend that my amend-
mont was relavant to the question and the amend-
ment moved by the member for Mt, Magnet (Mr.
Troy) was on my amendment. The question
thereforo is, was the amendment, movod by tho
member for Mt, Magnet relevant to mine ?

Mr. Troy: You ars ruling out the amendment
on the ground that it is not relevant. In my
opinion it is relevant. Its relevancy is on the
same principle aa that of other amendments we
have had. Let me give an instance : on the 11th
November, 1915, the member for Murray-
Wollington, now Minister for Works, moved a
motion in regard to the Wyndham Freezing Works
contract, as follows :—

That this House views with grave concern
tho action of the Government in entering into
a private arrangement with Mesam. Nevanas
& Co. for the ercction of freezing works at
Wyndham and a private arrangement to hand
over to Nevanas & Co. the management thereof
for o term of yoars ; and is of opinion that the
evidenco discloses through the negotiations
contracts, and subsequent cancellation a state
of affairs which is subversive of the principles
of sound government.

To that an amendment was moved by the
member for Menzies in theso words—

That all tho words after *“that " in line one
be struck out, and the following inserted in
lieu, **This House on general principles
disapproves of the letting of contracts without
calling for public tenders.”

There we had a definite motion on a definite sub-
ject, while the amendment was to strike out the
whole of the motion, except tho first word, in
order to get an expression of general principles.
Yet I, who have moved an smendment which is
relevant, am told that it is irrelevant.

Mr. Spesker: Was any point raised on that
ruling you have referred to ?

Mr. Troy : No, no ruling was asked for, but the
amendment was accepted and carried.

Mr. Spesker : No point of order waa raized,

The Minister for Works : Tt has been raised now.
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Mr. Smith : If it had been raised I can imagine
what the decision would have been.

Mr. Troy: Yes, for the amendment was in
order. On tho Address.in-reply debate in 1904-5
the then member for Wost Perth moved that all
words after “ we ™ be struck out in order to in-
sert an amendment condemning the Government
on the proposed purchase of the Midland Railway,
a matter which was not roforred to at all in the
Addresg-in-reply. 1 could find other instances.
My amendment provides for a reduction of mem.
bers by 30 instead of by 10. That is all it means.
It means merely an amendment of the Constitu.
tion Act, which the original motion also con-
tomplated. Noither could be given cffect to
without en amendment of tho Constitution Act.,
The samo remark applies to the amendment by
the momber for Sussex. To that extent both
amendments aro relevant to the motion. We
have had numerous instances of the whole of
& motion, oxeept the first word, being struck oug
by an amendment, as in the case referred to of the
amendment moved by the member for Menzies
on the motion by the member for Murray-
Wellington, It has been said ¢hat in thaé in-
stance the amendment was not questioned. No
matter what question might have boen raised, the
Speaker would have given 2 decision which he ro-
garded ag correct ; especially on a quastion of no
confidence would the Speaker have gone very
thoroughly into tho question. If the amendment
waa relovant in that case, I am sure that my amoend.-
ment is relevant also.

Mr. Bposker: The point to be considered is
whother thore is relovancy between the proposal
for the reduction of the number of members in
thia House and the proposal for the abolition of
the Legislative Council. 1 say there is no rele-
vancy. The member for Mt. Magnet has dis.
agreed with that, and hes given the House reasons
for his disagreement. The question is that the
Speaker's ruling be disagreed with,

Motion put and a division taken with the follow-
ing result :—

Ayes ... .- e 10
Noes ... . 22

Majority agoinst 12

AYES,
Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy
Mr. Colller Mr. Walker -
Mr. Holman Mr. Wiltcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lutey {Teller.)
Mr. Munsla

NoEs
Mr, Angelo ; Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Broun { Mr. H. Roblnson
Mr. Duft  Mr. R, T. Robinson
Mr. George | Mr. Smith
Mr. Harrison i Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Hudson | Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Lefroy | Mr. Thomson
Mr. Money Afr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany Mr. Willmott
Mr. Nairn Mr. Hardwlck
Mr. Pickering (Teller.)
Mr. Plesse

Motion thus negatived ; The Speaker’s ruling
not disagreed with.

Debate resumed.
Mr. MIINSIE - T take it woe ore now in order in
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a8 it stands now is, * That in tho opinion of this
House.”

Mr. SPEAKER : That is all.

Mr. MUNSLE : I move an amendment—

That the following words be added :—" The
number of members of the Legislative Council
ba reduced by 30.7

The member for Katanning moved that the num.
bor of mombers of tho Legislative Gouncil be-
reducod by ten., My proposal is to alter that
“ton ” to “ thirty.”

Mr. SPEAKER ; The motion to reduce the num-
bor of members of the Legislative Council by ten
was dofented. The amendment of the member for-
Sussex was that the number of members in both
Houges should be reducedd. Now the momber for
Hannans desires to move in other lnnguage that the
other House be donoe away with, for tho proposal
to reduce the number by 30 means the abolition of
another placo. I cannot, thoreforo, aceept the
amend ment.

Dissent from the Speaker’s ruling.

Mr. Munsie : I move—

That the Speaker's ruling be disagreed with.

The member for Katanning and the member for
Sussex moved to reduce tho number of mombers
of both Houses. I distinctly stated that I in-
tended to vote against both the motion and the
amendment. I do not bolieve that a reduction
in tho number of members in the Legislative
Assembly is necessary or in tho best intorests of
the country, but I do believe that & reduction in
the number of members of another piace is
necessary. What position am Iin? Have I to
vote for something I do not belicve in, or can
I vote for something in which I do bolieve ? I
voted agninst the amendment of tho membor for
Sussex becauwse it suggested o reduction in the
number of members of both Houses, and I did
this for the purpose of moving an amendmont for a,
reduction in tho number of members of another
place only.

Mr. Speaker: I gave the House two remsons
before putting the amendmont moved by the
member for Mt. Magnet, the first being as to
the abolition of the Upper House, and the second
on the point of whether a reduction in the number
of members constituted relovancy. Tho member
for Hannans now moves an amendment to reduce
tho Upper House by 30 members. That Chamber
only consists of 30 mombers and the amendment
amounts to the abolition of the place. I cannob
acceps it

Debate rcsumed.

Mr. LAMBERT : May I not move to reduce the
number of members in the Logislative Council by
297

Mr, SPEAKER, : That is the same thing.

Mr. LAMBYERT : Thon I move—

That the following words be inserted “it is
desirable that the membors of the Legislative
Council be reduced by 29.”

Mr. SPEAKER : The House has already decided
that it will not reduce tlie number by ten, I suppose
because the reduction was too great.

Mr. LAMBERT : It daes not mean that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Moembers cannot move to
reduce the number by a greator number after a
amalier number has been negatived.

Mr. LAMBERT : I do not think the defeat of
that proposal implied any such construction.

Mr. SPEAKER : Irulethat the hon. membercan.
not proceed, and rule the amendment out of order.

Mr. TROY : Iunderstand you to rule, Sir, that
the membar for (onloardio iv not 13 ardsar whon ha
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that tho number of members of the Upper House
be reduced by 29.

Mr. SPEAKER : That is an impossible proposi-
tion ; it means the abolition of another place.

Me. TROY : With all dus respect to you, Sir,—

Mc. SPEAKER : I have given my ruling ; does
the hon. member disagree with it ?

Mr, TROY : I do.

Mr. SPEAKER : Then disagree with it.

Dissent from the Speaker's Ruling,

Mr. Troy: I move—

That the Speaker’s ruling bo disagreed with.

It is not within your province Sir, to say what is
possible and what i3 Impossiblo. It is within
your province to say what is in ordor and what
is out of order, but it is within the province of this
House to say what is possible and what is im-
possible.  With all due respoct to you, Sir, T am
not prepared to stand here and allow the Speakor
to dictate to the House. Apart from any idea
in your mind as to whother a thing is possible
or impossible, right or wrong, high or low, wet
or cold, T hold that the hon. member was right in
moving his amendment. Ho is just as rolevant
in moving that tho membors of the Uppor House
be reduced by 29 as was tho momber for Katanning
in moving that the number be reduced by 10.

Hon. P. Collier: Tn the attitudo taken up by
the Housa this ovening wo havo entirely departod
from the practice which has obtained in this
Parliamont over sinee I havo been a member of it.

Mr. Smith : You have not given one good reason
for its abolition.

Hon. P. Collier : The hon. member may think
go. There are many good reasons which might be
obtained from day to day why some members
might be abolished, if not tho whole House. Our
Standing Orders are silent on the question of
relevancy so far as I can ascertain. They are
entircly sileat on the question of relovancy as
to amendments that may be moved to a motion.
Therefore, we have recourse to the practice of tho
Honse of ('emmons or to “ May.” T tako it, in
ruling, that is the course you have adopted. It
may be correct, but I do not want to allow this
occasion to pass without saying that whilst it
may be in conformity with *“ May ™ it is entirely
contrary to the practice that has beon followed
in this House. If timo pormitted 1 could provide
scores of instances where motions have been
amended from time to time by striking ont the
whole of the words after the first word * that *
and inserting other words entiroly foreign to the
substance and intention of tho original motion.
T morely mention that to show it has been the
practice. Whether it has besn the correct practico
according to the authorities, T am not going to
dispute. But it has been the practice of the
House all the years I have been hers. I could
provido instances where motions have been
amonded in the diroetion entirely irrelevant to the
motion.

Mr. Nairn : Is it not time wo corrected it ?

Hon. P. Collior : I do not know whether we aro
correcting it. I do not say that the practice
followed throughout is wrong, and that wo have
only found it out at eloven o’clock to-night.

Mr. Nairn : But you aro admitting it now.

Hon. P. Collier : The House is governed by the
Ntanding Orders, and where the Standing Orders
are silont a certain procedure is laid down. But the
ruling which has been givon to-.night as to the
question of relevancy is entirely new, so far as the
practico of the House is concerned. That does not
seom to me the point on which the hon. member
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has been ruled out. If it is competent for a
member to move that the number of members of
another place be reduced by a certain number,
whatever that number may be, it would at lonat
be relevant that it be reduced by a different
number, although that might mean the whole of
the mombers of that House. That may. and
it would, achieve an entiroly diffecont result, to
reduce the House by ten members and to reduce
it by 30 mombers, which is the wholo of the mem-
bership. It would arrive at a differcnt end from
that intended originally. I am not prepared
to say whether it is relovant all the same.
Mr. Thomson : It is not what I sot out for.

Mr. Speaker: Wo have disposed of that.
The point now is 20 members. After tho member
for Hannans moved to reduce the number of
mombeors of another place by 30, which I ruled out,
the member for Coolgardic moved to reduce the
number by 29, and as the House only consista of
30, I cannot accept the amondment. I take it
the Houso ondes vours at least to deal with motions
in & sensible manner and the motion as first moved
did convoy sense. It was sensible, because it
desired to reduce the number of mombers of this
House to 35 and the number of another place to 20.
That issonse. Now it is proposed to reduce another
placo by 29 membors, when it only consists of 30.
That docs not appear to be a sensible motion to
place before the Chamber, although members may
viow it as thoy like. I havo given my ruling that
the amendment is out of order.

Hon. P. Collier : T only want to say with regard
to the amendment of the member for Coolgardie,
whether it is relevant or not, it might be ruled
out on the ground that it is frivolous.

Mr. Speaker: It is not scnso.

Hon. P. Collier : To move an amendment which
will have the effect of making ancther pluce consist
of only one member does not secm to have much
justificntion about it, at any rate not as much aa
the amendment of the member for Hannans. I
want to say, further, whether or not the ruling
given is upheld by the House, and is in accordance
with “ May ™ and correct or not, it appears to
mo to bo o new practice.

Mr. Speaker : The hon. member cannot discuss
B decision of the House.

Hon. P. Collier: I know, I want to point out
that this is & variation of the practice followed
in this House.

Mr. Lambort : It appears to me it would seem
peculiar if this Houso had to accept a number
which it doos not require. It does not scem right
that you should place an arbitrary ruling in re-
gard to tho number of membors. No cxeeption
wag taken on the motion or on the previous amend-
ment.

Mr. Speaker : I pointed out that the first motion
as movod by the member for Katanning was in
accordance with sense. It was a sonsible pro-
position. However, membors disagreed with tho
policy of it, for it was possible for the House to
carry on business with a reduced number of mem-
bers, and it was also possible for another place to
carry on business with the number reduced by
10. ‘The hon. member desires to reduce another
place by 29, when the number of members of that
House only consists of 30, That motion does not
convey sense, to me at least. I rule it absolutely
out of order.

Mr. Lambert : That is not an interpretation
of the Standing Orders ; it is purely a matter of
opinion. In my opinion I think another place
would bo better constituted with only one mem-
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bor rather than 30 members. You, Mr. Spesker,
are giving an opinion and not interpreting our
Standing Orders. This is a matter irrespective of
party. It is a dangerous thing to bring party
into our Standing Orders. The amendment
which haa been moved in my opinion was relevant,
but the matter of the number, &s I said proviously,
is purely a matter of opinion. To my mind, and
to the minds of every member on this side, we
would prefer to sec ths Legislative Council con-
stituted of one member only.

Mr. Angelo: That would be an sutocracy.

Mr. Lambert: To my mind the Legislative
Council now is an autocracy against tho democracy
of this country. I am concorned that this House
should have a right to express an opinion as to
whether Western Australia should have another
branch of the Legislature.

Mr. Spesker: Order! The House has the
right o express such an opinion under a specific
motion for that purpose.

Mr. Lambert: We desire to place befors the
House a specific motion ; but the discussion en it,
and the right to move it, have been stifled by an
interpretation of the Standing Orders.

Mr. Speaker : Order ! The hon. member brought
forward not a specific motion but an amendment
to another motion. If the hon. member desires
to discuss the Legislative Council, its constitu.
tion, or ita ramifieations, he is at liberty to do
go by bringing forward a substantive motion for
that purpose. The hon. member is not in order
in accusing me of preventing debate with regard
to another place. The hon. member is not in
order in doing that, and T will not permit it.

Mr. Lambert : T am sorry if 1 have been mis-
understood, Sir. Owing to the interpretation of
the Standing Orders we are prevented from ob-
taining the expression of opinion which we desire.

Mr. Speaker: This i3 not the proper way to
obtain that expression of opinion. Tt should be
done by substentive motion.

Mr. Lambert : T hope there will- be that inter-
pretation placed upon the Standing Orders which
will allow of the obtaining of that expression of
opinion which we desire.

Mr. Pickering: What was the result of my
motion, Mr. Speaker? My motion was to the
effect thet the numbers of members in the As-
sembly and the Council should be reduced. That
waa defeated. Thereforo, it is the will of the
House that no reduction shsll take place. Is,
then, the amendment of the member for Cool-
gardie in order ?

Mr. Speaker: I have answered that questic.m
in dealing with the amendment moved hy the
member for Mt. Magnet.

Mr. Troy: I am more concerned about the
interpretation of the Standing Orders than I am
for the convenionce of membors or even for the
dignity of any man in this Houge. That is the
reason, Sir, why I moved thet your ruling be
disagreed to. I have no personal fesling at all
in the matter. I still think it possible, despite
the ruling of the Houge, which may be made for
reasons of expediency, to discuss the amendment.
The reason you now give in ruling the amend.
ment of the member for Coolgardie out of order
is that the amendment iz frivolous.
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Mr. Speaker : That it does not convey sense.
Mr. Lambert : It conveys purpose.

Mr. Troy: If one hon. membor’s amendment
asking for a rodumction by 15 membors conveyed
sense, why should not another member's amend-
ment, asking for a reduction by 29, convey sense ?
Suppese it doss mean, in effect, the abolition of
snother Chambor, what does that matter so long
as the amendment containe sense and is in order ?
Had he moved that the Legislative Couneil be
moved to Rottnest Island, that would have been
frivolous. Had he moved that the Legislative
Couneil be sent to the Eastern States, that, too,
would have been frivolous, But this amendment
that the Legislative Council be reduced by 29
members is definite, logieal, and drastic. And
then wa ara told that it is frivolous. This, which
is go dragtic and so definite, and which conveys
purpose, and which has a possibility of being
carried into effect if the House woud follow the
hon. member’s load, is ruled to be frivolous,
mesningless, and containing no sense. It contains
too much sense. I moved that your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, be disagreed with, because T do not wish
0 witnegs & rotumm to the days of a former Speaker,
under whom these questions were questions of
convenience. I core not whether a ruling suita
the Government or guits the Opposition ; but I
say, let us be consistent. We cannot be con-
gistent if an amendment is ruled out because ib
is inconvenient to somebody. I shall object
most strongly to business being carried on in &
manner contrary to the intentions and the spirit
of the Standing Orders.

Mr. Speaker: I do not desire to make many re-
marks before putting the question, but I wish to
draw the attention of the House to a ruling given
by a former Speaker, the member for Mt. Magnet,
on an amendment moved by the member for
Pilbare on the Arbitration Bill of 1912, The
ruling will be found on page 1,309 of * Hansard ™
for- the 2Tth August, 1912, The amendment
moved was in these words—

This clause is inserted with a view to its
being acted upon, and not as & joke.

Then the Speaker ruled, in his own words,
that—

An amendment cannot bs accepted if it is
not common sense.

Hon. members who have followed to-night'’s
debate will recognise that the amendment moved
by the member for Coolgardic is almost on all
fours with that which Y have just quoted from
“ Hansard.”

Moticn put and a division taken with tho follow-
ing reault :—

Ayes .. 10
Noes .. 24
Majority against ... 14
AYES8.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr. Colller Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen

(Teiter.j
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Mr, Aogeln Mr. Plckering
Mr. Broun My. Plesse
Mr, Dult Mr. Pilkington
Mr. George Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Harrison Mr. R. T. Roblason
M¢. Hickmott Mr. Swmith
Mr, Hudaon Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Thomson
Mr. Money Mr, Underwood
Mr. Mullany Mr. Willmott
Mr. Nairp Mr. Hardwick

l (Teller.)

Motion thua negatived ; the Spesaker’s ruling
not disagroed with.

Mr. Speakor : Notice of Motion No. 7.

Hon. P. Collier : But we have not yst disposed
of No. 6, which we are still debaiing,

Mr. Speaker : There is nothing left of that motion
t0 put to the House.

Hon. P. Collier : I take it that it cannot auto-
matically drop out.

Mr. Speaker : I hope the leader of the Opposition
will not adopt that attitude. Unless he desires
to move a further amendment, it is finally dis-
posed of. What is left of the motion now does
not contain any sense and therefore it cannot be
put.

House adjourned at 11-55 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 17th October, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at .30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For *'Questions on Notica’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented'’ see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings,’’]

MOTION—RBUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS.
Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [4.32]: I move—

That the Under Treasurer be requested to
state the total capital expenditure from loan
funds on each of the business undertakings
put down in Return No, 3, page 496, of
‘“Hansard.’"’

It ia not necessary to detain the House long
over this matter, but I think hon. members are
entitled to e brief explanation of what I pro.
pose. We have been told by the Treasurer,
and we know it ourselves, that a certain amount
of time and money is sometimes wasted by
members in calling for returns. The return that
T eall for will probably involve some slight
trouble, but T think it is moast important that
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we should have it in order that we can under-
stand the position ot affairs with regard to our
finances, 1f hon. wembers will turn to the
papers which have been placed on the Table
of this House, and to page 3 of the details of
the Iistimates, they will see the State Trading
Concerns. 1 am not going to refer, even if
permitted, to the Treasurer’s statement; we
have already seen it. What I want to point out
is that where we see the net estimated surplua
of £54,000, which is the official return from
State enterprises, and when we think of the
large amount of public interest there is in this
question of Btate trading concerns, the public,
to say nothing of members, should be in a
position fo fairly understand the financial
figures, With this table, which I am calling for,
I maintain we can understand the position of
these State trading coneerns, 1 am going to
take one illustration only, that of the State
quarries. We gee there the estimated receipts
get down at £5,500 and the estimated expendi-
ture at £5,516, a deficiency of £16, I want to
know what is the capital involved in these
trading concerns. The same may be said of
the State sawmills, and others of these trading
concerns. What is the amount of ecapital in-
volved? We want to know this in order that
we may astertain what the profit is, We know
from the statements which have been made by
the Treasurer, and other members of the Gov-
ernment, what is involved in regard to the
sinking fund and interest bill. We have no
right to put down the credit balance we have
here at £54,000. At any rate, we have not the
right to lead the public to believe that we have
made £54,000, unless we debit up the interest
charges. That is my view of the question. T
hope that hon. members will support me in this
motion in order that we, and the publie, may
fully understand the position. At present it
is impossible to understand it. In Return Neo.
13 we have railways, tramways, and water
supplies. Personally T should like to see these
included. I hope the Under Treasurer will give
us the figures. Having fought for 25 years
againgt these State enterprises I seem to find
myself in a hopeless minority.

Hon, J. Ewing: I do not think you are.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: As a Liberal I like
to move with the times, This return will
help us very much in determining that point,
Tf we are to go in for the State enterprises we
must do so0 on a business footing. Tt iz going
to involve a considerable amount of labour to
Ministers and members, becanse we have our
respousibilities as well as Ministers. I am
going to examine each of these State trading
concerns from a purely business point of view,
and obtain an independent report from an in-
dependent accountant on the position of affairs.
T eannot de that withont the figures called for
in this return, showing what the eapital in-
volved is and what has been set aside or granted,
as the case mav be,

Hon. J. Nicholsen: Or invested.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The term invested is
the last word T would use in this connection,

Hen, J. Nicholson: Bunk.

Hon. A, SANDERSON : Sunk is better, What
we want to know is what money has been sunk
in these enterprises. We also want o balance



