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do9 it, and( I think there are lots of others in
the same ease. The penalty provided in Clause
93 is altogether too severe. Instead of it
being fixed at 150, 1 think it should read 'not
exceeding £50.''

lion. W. Kingemnill: That is what it means.
It is the miaximnum. I think you will find it
in the Interpretation Act.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I an, glad
to hear that. Then, we find that if the owner
toes not doa certain things the inspector can do
them and charge the owner with the cost. So
I suppose the owner will have to pay the
fine and, in addition, pay for the work being
carried out. Then conies the question of
poisoned wheat and grain ont small farms. It
seemis to me there is nothing to prevent valu-
able stock from eating this poisoned grain.

Bion. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
If a man does not lay poison for the rabbits'.
he will not be able to carry stock.

Hop. W. Kingsinill: And if the stock eat
the poison, there will be no stock left, so
where are wel

Hon. Sir B. H. WITTENOOM: On small
farms there are pigs, poultry, and valuable
sheep, all exposed to the danger of eating the
poisoned grain. It is a point worth consider-
ing. Clause 104 provides that no person shall
drive any cattle along a rabbit-proof fence.
fin my opinion the owner of the land adjoin-
ing the rabbit-proof fence ought to be exempt,
because very often it happens that his only
way out is by following the fence. I know
many instances in which it is impossible for
tho owners adjoining the fence to get out in
ay other way. Clause 109 deals with the sale
of rabbits. I am perfectly open to convic-
dio,,, but I cannot help thinking that it would
be a good thing if "'e could. arrange for the
trapping of rabbits in large quantities and the
sending of the careases to market. I will sup-
port the second reading.

On motion by Hon. V. Hamiersiley debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.

legislative flesenilp,
Wednesday, 16th October, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair ,t
p.m., and read prayers.

4.30

[For ''Questions on Notice'' and 'IPapore-
Presented'' see ''Votes and Proceedings.'']

BILL-PRISONS ACT AMEiNDMENL
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Legislative Council.

MOT.[ON-GOVERNMENT BUSINES3S,
PRECEDENCE.

The PRITMIER (TIon. H. B. Lefroy-
Moore) f4.40]: I move-

That on Wednesday, 2.3rd (ktobaer, and
on ach alternate WAednesday, thereafter,
Governinent business take precedence of
all notices of miotion and Ort~ers of thie
Day, as well as on Tuesdays and Th:,rs-
days.

It is customary at this stage to restrict the
time allotted to private members' business, and
as we have been sitting for two months I
find it necessary to subnuit this nmotion It
will mean that on next Wedne~day, Govern.
mnt business will take precedence of all
notices of motion and Ordlers of the flay,
and that members' businhess wvill be tak.rjt in
the following Wednesday and every se.oicl
Wednesday, afterwards.

Question put and passed.

PAPE1IS--ESTATES RECLASSIFICATInON
AND REMERICING.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [4.42); Since I
gave notice that it was my intention to move
for the production of the papers in connec
tion with the reclassification and repricing
of the Narratarra, Gaikahella, Bad Bowes re
purchased estates, I have invited the Minis
ter for Lands and departmental officers; tc
visit Geraldton for the purpose of again going
into the question of the reclassification of
these estates . A very large deputation of tlu
settlers met the Minister on Friday last auw
the question 'vas then reopened. If I nom
move for the production of the papers, thn
matter 'nay be delayed. Therefore, I as],
leave to withdraw the ]notion.

'Motion by leave withdrawn.

M.OTION-RAILWAN' PROJ ECT, A.TAN.\
TO GERALDINE.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) (4.44]: 1 move-
Thrt in the opinion of this How4e, tlat

immediate construction of a railway linc
from Ajana to the Geraldine mines is war
ranted in order to encourage profitable de
velopment and production.

In submitting the motion, T desire to say that
I an, sorry I am not in at position to invit,
the members of Cabinet to dinner and pro
vide the comforts which usually attach tc
that sort of thing, and which assist in ere
ating a feeling which would have the effect
of inducing the Government to grant the re
quest. r feel, however, that the justice oll
the request will meet with their approval
without my having to resort to such, a practice
I do not wish to recount the various leaseE
and shows which have been developed ir
Geraldine, because I had an opportunity onv
former occasion, perhaps against your wish
Sir, of pointing out the amount of develop
ment that is proceeding in that area. 1
have noticed in the Oeraldton papers fron
dlay to day fresh applications being adver
tised for the taking up of new mineral leaset
in this area and also, in addition, that thi
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representatives of some of the old Imperial
freehold grants are entering into negotia-
tions with the prospectors to develop sonic
of the old mines, particularly the old Gerald-
ine mine. The return, supplied to ine in con-
nection with the notice of motion which I
tabled previously, for the period of six
months ended 31st July last gave, approxi-
mately the total tonnage railed during that
time front Ajana to Fremantle as just on
1,000 tons. The whole of that ore has been
won froni development work. There has been
no breaking down of stopes to gain that pro-
duction, and the development of this area
has only commenced practically within the
past six months. This ore has had to be
carted from Geraldine to Ajana, a distance
of seine 12 miles by road. The cost of cart-
ing varies approxim~ately fromt 1s. to 20s. a
toni. The larger parcels go at the smaller
rate of 18s, and the smaller parcels from
prospectors and others go at a rate of £1 per
ton to the railhead. There -are two roads
being utilised from the mnines to Ajana. I do
not wish to be hypercritical of the Govern-
ment in connection with the assistance they
havec given to the mines in that particular
area, or with regard to the assistance they
have rendered to the Northamption roads
board in the construction and maintenance
of their roads. I have on various
occasicpns approached the Minister for M.%ines
on deputations for assistance for the repair
of these roads but have been invariably un-
successful. The Minister for Mines has said
that there was nothing in connection with the
Miines Development Vote by which lie could
possibly assist prospectors up there in this
mnatter, and lies always passedl me on to his
colleague, the Minister for Works.

The 'Minister for Works: I mnet you with
sympathy, did I not?

Mr. MALEY: The .Minister has met me
with a lot of sympathy, and has always de-
finitely stated one way or the other what he
intended to do. I complain, however, that the
Minister, before advancing even £E100 or £150,
made it a condition that the prospectors in
that area should also make a contribution. The
Minister took the stand that the Northamupton
roads board should have given pound for
pound towards the construction of these roads.
This rlevelopment, however, is new, and the
Northampton roads hoard is in suich a finat,-
cial position. that it couild not possibly con-
tribute Is. towards any Government subsidy.
Although the 'Minister for Works granted
£150 he stipulated that two of the prospectors,
namely Messrs. Green and Morton, should also
put "p1 £50.

The Minister for Works: I did not stipu-
late that.

Mr. 'MALEY: I admit that we got some
assistance from the Government, but it was
not commensurate with the requirements of
the district or of the mining people there.
With the amount of ore which is going to be
carted over these road;, it will cost the Gov-
ernment a considerable sum of mioney to keep
them in a proper state of repair.

The Minister for Works. The obligation is
not on the Government to repair these roads.

'Mr. 'MAfLEY: The obligation is on the
Glovernment to assist any industry in the
State which is producing. If the Government
mnake the people repair these roads th~em-
selves and give no assistance whatever, they
will be giving no encouragement.

Hion. P,. Collier: What is the length of the
road?

Mr. MIALEY: It is freom nine to 12 miles.
The output of the Surprise M.\ine, which is the
show place of the district, although it is only
one of a dozen other mines, is approximately
130 tons a week. This ore has to he carted
from CGeraldine to Ajana over these roads.
The Premier knows that the roads in this
district are the worst in the State. The ex-
tension of the railway line will only mean a
length of railway of nine or 10 miles. There
are already in sight on the Surprise mine
alone practically 50,000 tons of ore, and with
the extension of this railway it will bring
down the cost of production on a reasonable
basis 1.5s. a ton, that is taking into considera-
lion the cost that has to be incurred at lire-
sent of taking the necessary supplies, such as
explosives, amid otlher goods from the raillbead
out to the mnine. That 15s. will mean a saving
to the Surprise mine of £37,5000. These
figures speak plainly, and I think the exten-
sion of the railway is warranted on this score
alo0ne. T do not Wish the House to run away
with the idea that the Surprise mine is the
only mine in the district, for there are many
others, and fresh shows are constantly being
taken up and developed. We hope at some
future dlate that the railway will even tually
get into the electorate of the member for Gas-
'±oyne (M\r. Angelo).

Hion. P. Collier: You want to start out on
the long, long trail.

'Mr. M.%ALFY : T think it is time the North
Was given some con siderationl inl the way Of
transpiort facilities.

H~on. TI. Walker: What about the South?
Mr. MNALEY:- The South is particularly

lprotected by the motion which the member for
TKanowna suceeded in getting through this
House.

lion. T. 'Walker: We are not protected at
all. 'No notice is taken of it.

Mr. MKALEY: Then the motion will not
be a stunibling block in the way of this rail-
way. The resolution which was carried in this
House with regard to thme Esperance line was
that the line- should take precedence over any
line anthiorised up to that dlate. T take it that
thme resolution does not affect any future rail-
ways that are authiorised on the score of ur-
gency. T do not think that if the Esperanee
line was built it would bring in production as
quickly as would be effected by the extension
Of the line, T ain advocating.

Hon. T. Walker: You are mistaken there.
'Mr. 'MALEY: In what way?
Ion. T. Walker: The production is almost

unlimiited ini the South, as are its possibilities.
Mr. MALEY: I have no reason to doubt

that eventually the lion, member's assertion
will prove to be correct, but I can. emphatic-
ally staite that at present the production in
the area I mention is an absolute certainty
and is immediately available for the use of
the line. The need for the line is undloubted.
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It it is tile opinion, of the (Governmient that
pronlut-tiu is :'o essential, it is equally essen-
tial that the Uiovnernnseut should grant this ex-
tenstion. I have pleasure, therefore, in moving
the mnotion standing in mny name.

Mr. A.NUELO (Gascoyne) (4.58]: I have
pileasure in supporting the motion. Through
the c-ourlesy of the Minister for Mines I had
the privilege of visiting this area last January.
I w-as astounded to see the wonderful pros-
petts that hadl opened upl for the development
of these lead mines. It is snot a pocket or a
small field here in connection with these lead
init-s. We drove for miles, and for at least

241 miles along thne river and towards 'Northamp-
ton we %%ere shown new lead mines that were
opening up in various centres. The principal
inine nienitionvil by tine memnber for Greenough
(MNr. Aiatwy) is an exceedingly rich one. I
tink the lead ore was something like 13 feet
in width, and carried up to 90 per cent, of
lead. When, oin the 27th February, the member
for Kanownia (lon. T. Walker) brought for-
ward his motion that thle Esparance railway
should he the first contstructed, I voted against
it, giving it as usy reason that between the time
the promise was made arul thle time when the
Uovernment would be in a position to build the
railway, some field might Come into prominence,
such as this field is now apparently doing, and
warrant a railway being constructed there ins-
nienliately. 1 am glad to hear not only frain
the member for Greenough but rorn others who
ire disinterested in the matter, that these mine,,
are opening up even better than was antici-
pated. For that reason alone T have no hesi-
tation in supporting the motion. There are,
however, several other features I would like
to bring forward. This railway would only be
about 12 miles in length. At the present time
the termninus of the railway ends practically
nowhere, but the addition of tlnis 12 sulks
will take it to a definite point, namely, the
Murchison river. Immediately north of the
MI~urchision river, end between that point and
Ilfainlin Pool, there are ait least three million
acres of good pastoral country which have not
even been taken uop.

Mr, SPEAKER: Is that matter covered by
the terms of this motion?

Mr. ANGELO: It is one of the reasons why
T consider this line should be constructed. In
these pastoral areas two or three lead mines
hare already been discovered, and it is believed
that others will be found later. I feel certain
that if the railway is taken there, this pastoral
country, which has been reported as excellent
sheep-carrying country, will be taken up; and
the rent from that area alone would amount
to about £9,000 per annum, which would help
materially to pay the cost of construction and
working of this proposed railway. It would be
one of the connecting points for a new stock
rou1te from the Clascoyne to Perth.

'Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not think the
hon. member is in order in discussinga under
this motion a line of railway Treing the Gas-
Coyne.

Mfr. ANGELO: The Murchison will bie onie
of the stations on that railway when comnpletedf.
At present I am advocating that the line should
go as far as the Murchison, with, a view, later,
of its being continued further north. I men-

tion these features merely to show that th4
proposed railway, it constructed, will benefl
not only the lead mining industry but aim(
assist tine pastoral industry by opening up vasi
areas of new country at present not eves
touached. Tine line now is onpayable, and thi
proposed extension wonld help to make it
payable, proposition. I have great pleasure it
snpporting the imotion.

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.3 j. Durini
this session we have had several discussions on
the lead mnes in the Northampton district, and
as thle mover Isas said, thle House is pretty wel
aware of the possibilities of those mines. Ir
supporting the mnotion, I desire to point oul
that hut for die existence of the lead mines
the railway running from -Northampton ti
Ajanna -oul hie aml absolutely unpaynble propo
sitiou. It is due solely to tine existence of thor
mines, and the working of them, that whal
would have been one of thle most absolutel)
ghastly failures of our railway system has beer
turned into something whnichn, if not profitable
at least is paying working expenses now. I
additional railway facilities were affordenl
there, by means of this further eight or inun
miles of construction, it would mean a largely
increased tonnage over the whole line. Al
present it does not Iny to send ore to Fremantk(
on account of the cost of railway transport:
about 17s. 6d. Fer ton, and £1 representing
coat of cartage. With the proposed extension,
it would be practicable to ship such ore. Thai
has an important bearing on the situation of
that railway as it stands to-day. I agree with
the member for Gascoynec (%fr. Angelo) tlat
the district has not mnerely one mine, but that
there are many mines which wvill he opened up
in the district. Details of the mnining situation
there have been given to the House already. If
it should he impossible to construct a railway
as suggested, perhaps something in the nature
of a trnmwnv might be built cheaply, say at a
cost of £10,000, anid thus save £4,000 annually
of cartage now beinir paid by- the lead miners.
On those grounds T think the House shouild
carry the motion.

The Mtinisqter for Works: Does the cartage
arpout to £C4.001) per annum?

'.%r. WThLCOO'K: Certainly.
The Minister for Works: 'Do 1,000 tons

of ore cost £4 per ton to cart?
'Mr. 'WThTXOOC1W: There is an output of

130 tons per week from one mine alone. At
£1 per ton cartage, that output would repre-
sent over £4,000 per annum. I am calculat-
ing that the railway freight would be equi-
valent to about one-eighth of the cost of
cartage. Those are, the savings which would
be effected by virtue of the extension of the
existing railway as suggested by the motion,
which I have much pleasure in supporting.

The MINISTER. FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
G. George-Mfurray-Wellington) r.5.7: This
motion is framed in Such terms as might be
applied to almost any line of railway pro-
jectedI in this State. The Government are
not adopting a position of opposing the con-
struction of a line of this kind. They are
not prepared to take the position of opposinig

ayrailway construction which cn b
shown to be of value to the people who
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have to get their living here. No Govern-
mnent would be justified in doing that out of
a mere spirit of opposition.

Hon. T. Walker: What about the Esper-
ance railway?

The MINISTR FOR WORKS: But thle
(Governent are couipelled to take the view
that the immediate conistruction of this rail-
way, or of any Other railway, except the
Esperanco railway' , cannot be proceeded with,
in view of the resolution passed by this
Rouse last session, of which lion. members
aire welt aware. That resolution has the
effect of blocking this or any other line from
being constructed initnediately. Apart from
that, a number of railways are already alu-
thorised and surveyed, but their construc-
tion is not in hand. There is the Esperance
Northwards railway, iii which the mnember
for Kanowna is very strongly interested.
There is the Nyabing-Pingarup line, in which
the memuber for Katanning is interested.
Than there are the Dwarda-Narrogia, Bus-
seiton-'Mrgaret River, and the Kondinin-
Merredin. line. The last-namedl railway at
present Stops at Ei Hilt.

M.Maley: Did the construction of any
of those railways weigh with the Government
when they built the Bullfinch line?

The INISTER FOR WORKS: I was not
iii the House when the Bullfinch line was
nuthorised. I do not wish the mover to
think that I am antogonistie to his pro-
position. But 1 do wish the House to under-
stand the situation. If any of these new
railways are to be built promptly, the
House will have to take sonic action to
relieve the Goavernment from the effect of
that resolution of last session. The arguments
of the mover in favour of this railway simply
come down to this: there are lead mines
in thle district, in which mines he believes;
and the Government are not prepared to dis-
pute that there is a big probability of a
large quantity of lead being produced in the
Northampton district, thus affording a wide
avenue for employment and for the produc-
tion of wealth in Western Australia. The
.mover points out, as does also the member
for Geraldton ('Mr. Willeock), that the work-
ing of the-se mes is seriously handicapped
by the cost of carta~ge. By way of illustra-
tion, I may point out that owing to the stop-
page of the Kondlanin line at Emu Hill the
farmers in that district are handicapped to
the extent Of 180 Miles Of railwaty Carriage,
which they have to pay extra in order to get
their produce to market. 'Further, those
farmers, unless they cart over a distance of
25 miles, are handicapped to the extent of
nearly 130 miles of railway haulage in get-
ting their stores and supplies from Perth.
Those are fairl heavy handicaps for a very
worthy class of en.

Mr. Maley: But has not a proposition
been put before the Minister?

The MNISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. That
proposition has been discussed now for about
two years. But in the face of the resolution
to which I hare referred, it is impossible for
the Government to give those farumers the re-

hl they need. Prom personal experience
and knowliedge, having visited the district, I
can assuire lion. members that there are prob-
ably 200 or 30U farmers settled in that area
and handicapped to the extent I have stated.
Moreover, we have the following surveys
authorised but not even started:. the Won-
gan. Rills railway extension to junction
with M1t. Marshall, the MNt. Marshall
to Newvearnie railway, and the Armadalo
Uwaida railway extension. Those are alt
railwNy works which have been authorised by
previous Parliaments, and which have not been
carried out. Unles the resolution passed last
session is rescinded, there is ahsolutely not
even "Bnckley 's show" of getting a survey of
tlhc line, proposed by this motion, iiotwith-
staiiding that the Government may be in full
symnpathy with the project. In the circumn-
stances, to pass a resolution of this nature is
utterly useless. It would amount to merely
a pious wish of lbon. menmbers, which cannot
Ibc carried into effect. The mover was good
enungh to refer to the fact that a deputation
waitedt upon immc as Ministcr for Works in cont-
nection with road construction. I gave the
deputation sonmc assistance. I gavo them n-hat
I thought was a fair thing. When the mine
owniers voluntarily, without any persuasion onl
iimy part, Offered to give £50 or £60, I looked
uplon the offer as anl instance justifying the
proverb about those who help themselves. I
thought that as 'Minister for Works I umight
hie allowed to help them if they were prepared
to help themselves; and I did help them. Let
me mention that many roads boards in this
State are now finding money for works apart
from their rate!,, and are asking tile Govern-
mneat to help them with a pound for pound
suh.sidy' . Iii such cases I aum prepared to help
so far as the means at my command will allow.
Moreover, I know that if ratepayers furnish
iioney in that way they will take care to see
that the work is done economically and well.
On the evidenice brought before nie as M.Nin-
ister for Works, I could not do more than
give a small sn!] towards the cost of roads.
I could not do as muelm as I would have liked
to do, onl account of the war. There is a diffi-
culty regarding the survey of this proposed
railway extension; and the next difficulty,
and the biggest diffiulty, is that we cannot
get rails. Of the 60 amiles of rails which the
Scaddan Government had the foresight and
the luck to order before they went out of office,
we have up to date received 15 miles; and yet
all those rails should have been delivered over
1.R months ago. That is the position as re-
gards rails. Ta order to get rails to carry out
the sidings required by the Wheat Scheme, I
almost landled myself in Fremantle gaol.

Hion. W. P. Angn-in: There should he no
fear of that, seeing the prices charged the
farmers for those rails.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am quite
satisfied that the farmers do not care whether
I go to gaol or not, if only T can house their
wheat. However, we could not get the rails
at thme present time, and T do not see what ad-
vantage the bon, miember wilt obtain if be
carries the motion, except that he can then show
to his constituents that he has created a discus-
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sion and so brought the matter prominently
forward.

lion. P. Collier:- That is ani imputation.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nothing

of the sort. If it is regarded as such I will
withdraw it.

lon. P. Collier: It is unworthy.
The MIlNISTER FOR WORKS: I only say

that the bon. member can show his constituents,
Which is quite laudable, that he has done his
beat. I can essure thme lion. member that there
is no intention to cast any imputation. He will
have an opportunity of showing his constitu-
euts that he has had the matter discussed, event
although it is a hopeless case.

Hon. P. Collier: That he has brought for-
ward a hopeless ease for the purpose of pleas-
ing his constituents!

Tile MINISTER FOR WORKS: I dto ac~t
think there is occasion for me to say anything-
further.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.17]: 1
do not wish to enibarras the Government in.
any sense of the word, hut I desire to em-
phasisfe the necessity for carrying out pro-
promises as old as constitutional Government in
this State. We have a railway commenced
at Esperance, but which has been stopped. I
was surprised] to hear thme Minister for Works
say to-day that it is not within the province
of the Government to object to the comnstruc-
ties of railways. In the ease mentioned.
they not oaly opposed a railway, but stopped
a railway actually in the course of construc-
tionl.

The Minister for Works: That was another
Gyovernment, not this one.

Hon. T. WALKER: The bon, member was
Mtinister for Works at the time, and re-
peatedly said that he took the responsibility
for it. And he told us then that as soon as
the Royal Commission reported, he could
start work within a fortnight.

The Minister for Works: Those were not
my words. I said that as soon as I got in-
structions to go on I could start. So I could.

Hfon. T. WALKER: We have, heard noth-
ing of proceeding with that line. It is scan-
dalous that we should now hear a half pro-
mise that there shall be other railways built
xrctilt- that part of the State is absolutely
lainguishing. A great wvrong has been done,
for which no complete reparation can be
mit-iei I decidedly object to the construction.
of the proposed line whilst the Esperance
line is left untouchied. t. the same time I
fully admit the justice of the ease the bon.
member has put up for this proposed railway.
Sonc efforts ought to be made, and if the
rails can he found for other purposes, these
necessary works should be undertaken.
There is no reason why I should not rote
for the proposed new line, providing that it
is to be placed amongst the others that
ought to be constructedl; there is nothing to
prevent my line having its proper precedence
if T vote for this proposed new line. It is
a necessary work, and ought to be under-
taken at tho earliest onnom-tsinity. rt is cer-
tainly not of the Bullfiach railway order, ac-
cording to the evidence given. I will support
the, motion. At the same time I trust that

even these nine or ten miles of railway will
not he built until I get nine or tea miles t
Esperance.

Mr. Pickering: What would be the use of
nine or ten miles at Esperauce?

lHon. T. WALKER: It would be sonmc-
thing.

Mr. Maley: It would be a step in the right
direction.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is so. People
now nine miiles away from a rajilwuv arc not
in. a very difficult position.

Mr. Maley! Even on a milling proposition,'
Henr. T. WALKCER: Event on a mining pro-

position that distance from a railway is not
an insuperable disadvantage with lead at the
present high price. When the war is over
and lead conies dtown to normal, there will be
even. more force in the argument for.the im-
mediate eontruetioa of the line. I wish to
enmphasise the fact that a wrong has been
done to the Esperance district and that the
uirgency for thc building of that line is al-
ways present in the minds of the people of
the district. If it camne to the actual build-
ing of this proposed new line, I would have to
take my stand and consider whether the cir-
cumstances warrant the building of !this
line in precedence to the Esperauce railway.
At the present time I shall not oppose the
motion.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.28]: I ami
in the unfortunate position of representing a
district that for the last 00 years has lan-
guished for at railway. WhIile T sin prepared
to support the motion, I am not prepared to
concede that liy district should be deprived
of its railway for one moment longer than
is necessary.

Hon. T. Walker: Is not Busselton. dead?
Mr. PICKERING: No, it is very luch

alive.
The -Minister for Works: Where is Bussel-

ton?
Mfr. PICKERING: When we consider that

this railway ill the South-West was one of
the first to be promised-

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing ill the
motion about a railway in the South-West.
The hon. mnember must deal with tile mot ion
for the Ajana railway extension.

Mr. PICKERING- But time member for
IXnnuwna dealt with the Fisperance railway.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member re-
ferredI to a railway that was agthorised by
Parliament and has been actually in con-
struction. But we cannot discuss all railway
propositions under this motioni.

Mr. PICKERING: This railway in m ' dis-
trict has beea passed by Parliamnlet. I
think there should be an addendum to the
moution that all promised railways should be
constrnced in their order of precedence. The
railway in iny electorate should have been
W~ilt many years ago, nod probably would
have been but for the brutal treatmniert it
lC'PCiled at the hands of past Governments,
awtl which it is now endeavoured to extelnd
by pu'ting other rnilways ia priority to mine.
I may agree with the member for Greenough
that tllis proposed new line is necessary,
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bat certainily it is not more neces-
sary than is the railway in miy district.

'Ithe PREMIER (HoD. H. B. Iaef roy-Mloore)
[5.251: 1 caln realise with the member for
Gireenough the importance of the lead mining
industry in tile Geraldine district. I visited
the district myself, and I know that there is
nmuch wealth already visible there, while I fully
boelieve that there is a very large amount of
wealth Still hidden in the earth. We have great
wealth in that district, but of course lead can-
not be worked unless the cost of production
is made -as lowv as possible. That has been the
trouble in the toast at Geraldine, namely, that
although the lead was there, the cost of get-
ting it to nmarket was so great that it did not
pay at the price then obtainable. At the pro-
Bent time, owing to war conditions, the price of
lead has gone up, and people have been en-
eourage(Vto again engage in that industry. I
am pleased to think that some important dis-
coveries have been made in that district, be-
cause it gives hope that we shall have greater
developments there in future. We have now
one or two mines newly opened, and there is
evidence that a great dleal of prospecting is
going on through the district. We have one
mine in operation at Narratarra, where the
residents number about 150 souls, and it is
encouraging to see the excellent way in which
that mine is being worked tinder modern
methods. 1 know that the railway to Ajana.
cannot stop there, but sooner or later must be
extended further north. At the present time
the State is in such a position that it cannot
engage in the building of new railways. I
think the railwayv to Ajana is warranted on the
present development, if only the country were
in a position to build it. Ajana is about 50
miles from Geraldton, and about another 12
miles would bring the railway into the heart
of the mining district. But we are surrounded
Toy a1 good many difficulties, and 1 urn somewhat
surprised] at the wording of thme motion, in view
of the position the hion. member tank up in re-
gard to a motion moved by the member for
Kanowna, on the 27th February last. The House
will remember that the motion moved by the
member for KRanowna wag ais follows:-

That in the opinion of this Housc thc
first railway to be constructed in pursuance
of the programme of railway construction
nuthorised by Parliament should he the Eis-
peTrnc Northward line.

Of course if one desired to be hypercritical,
one might read that to mean that it should only
apply to railways already anthorised; so if tile
House proposed to anthtoriss a new railway,
that new railway could he constructed forth-
with in the face of this motion moved by the
member for Kanowna. Time hion. -member for
(ireenomigh (Mr. Mnalev) ks not satisfied with
that. Ani amendment was moved by the member
for Willinms-Narrogin (11r. Johnston) to add
the following words to the motion of the mem-
ber for Kanlownia, ''That all railways should
he built in order of their precedence as they
were anthorised by Parliament." That would
lay down a distinct rule that all railways should
be built in the order of precedence as they were
anthorised by Parliament. I pointed out at
thle time that difficulty would arise if we allowed
that amendment to pass, and after some little

discussion it did not pass, but the member ]or
Urcenough with six other members of thle
House supported the amuendment. The hion.
umember supported the proposal that all rail-
ways should be built in their order of pore-
cedence as they were authorised by Parliamnnet.
In view of that amendment which was Sup-
ported by the lion, member for Greenough, lint
which the House objected to, the bon, member
cannot now wiell conic and ask the House, after
only eight months, to really upset the amend-
ament which lie supported at that time. This
railway I believe is warranted, and if the (Goy-
ermnent were in a position to build a railway
to the Gecraldine mining district and there was
money it mnighit be built. There are many rail-
wrays in Western Australia that nre warranted
at the present time. There are railways which
have already been anthorised by this House.
I know myself of a district in the Eastern.
wheat area north of thle goldfields line, in the
Yorkrakine district, where there is a large nuin-
her of settlers pining for a railway, muon who
have been doing well openimng up the country,
,not a few, but a large number of settlers who
have been doing splendid work. These men are
carting up to 25 miles to a railway. These are
the people we should assist if we possibly can.
These men have gone out and in spite
of difficulties which they have had to sur-
mount, have endeavoured to open up the
country under the promise that a railway would
be constructed-I canl scarcely put it that
way buat there was an understanding given
that a railway would be constructed there in
the course of time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:, I had something to
do with that; I know something about it. The
railway was built but was put further ont in
consequence of the action of a pressman.

The PREMIER: It is difficult to know
what is going to happen year by year in a
country like this. A few years ago one would
not have thought that the present develop-
mental work would be going on in the Ger-
aldine district. There is only one real going-
concern opemned up there at the present time.
No doubt the argument might lie used that
there is great difficulty in transport and that
there is not suifficient encouragement for fur-
ther work being done. That is a good argu-
incut, still it is doubtful whether the Govern-
imput ore justified inl immiediately constructing
this railway to GIeraldine iii view of the fact
that so ninny railwvays have already heen
aut horised by the House in order to encourage
the piroduiction from the soil. Production in-
creases With work onl the land and dloes not
diminish as it does in the production from a
mine, and consequently tinder the circunm-
stances, I am sure the bon. member will not
endeavour to press his motion in thme terms in
whichl lie has moved it. If the hon. member
asked the House to say that a railway to
the Geraldine district-an extension of the
Ajauna line--was warranted in order to en-
courage proper development and production,
I do not think the Hfouse would seriously ob-
ject to it. I think it is no doubt warranted
and if the country was in a position to bnild
the railway, it might do so, but the country
is not in a position at the present moment
unless some further development takes place
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there. I told the people in that district wheil
I was there a short timne ago, and when the
question of extending thle railway from Ajana
was brought before nie, that I was sure when
development took place in the district whicht
warranted the construction of a railway, the
Government of thle day, whatever that Gov-
ermnent was, would be prepared to build a
railway if the country was in a position to
do so. That was the proper position to take
up and any Government desiring the de-
velopmient of this country when they fiad
that by the construction of a short line like
this that the country can be developed and
encouraged, would be prepared to build the
line. At the same time, I think the lion. inein-
her in view of the opinion expressed by his
-vote only eight mouths ago would not be
justified in asking the Rouse to agree to the
motion in the form in which it now stands.
Ile could not merely ask the House to say that
in its opinion the immediate construction of
the railway line from Ajana to Geraldine
was warranted. We can scarcely say that.

lien. T. Walker: You say you could not do
it.

Tine PREMIER: We are not in a position to
do it now. We might scrape the money to-
gether somehow but it would not be fair to
other parts of Western Australia.

lion. T. Walker: You could not get the
rails.

The PREMIER: Even if we could I do not
think we should do it at the present moment,
if we could find money. I think the money
could he :spent in a more profitable way than
in extending this railway. There are manny
industries in this country which ought to be
eeoujragccl in every possible way. I hope
the hion. member will amend the motion in ;n.
way in which it will be acceptable to the
House. I do not wish to throw cold water
on the motion so far as to exprdss the view
that a railway to Geraldine will never be war-
ranted, for I hope ltne time is not far distant
when it will be warranted. If the railway
wvus extended another 12 miles it would bring
about a great dleal of development work in
the lead mines and also the copper mines,
because there is a considerable amount of
copper there as well as lead which would be of
great advantage to the country. In thle pres-
eat form T cannot accept thle motion and f
trust the lion. member will be able to submit
it iii such a form that it will be acceptable
to thle [louse.

Hon. W. C. ANTWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.40): After listening to the Pre-
iniler and the Minister for Works, I agree that
the niotion requires amending and I move an
amendment-

That the word ''imediate" in line 2 be
struck out.

Tine Premier has told us that the railway is
warranted, though it is only 10 miles from
the present line. If this was in the Old Coun-
try they would never dream of building a
railway for one mnine nor for a dozen mines.
In the dlistrict I came from there were 20
mines 10 miles from a railway and all the
hauilage had to be (lone by horses. I gmar-
antee there are a dozen niines in that district

to-day, but when we conic to this country
where there is a two-peony half-penny show
employing half a dozen men, at once there is
an outcry for a railway. I wish merely to
point Giut to members that no sooner do men
dig a hole in the ground than they want a
railway to it. The Premier has visited thle
district and he told us that the prospects war-
rant the construction at some time of a rail-
way when the money is available and when
the railway material is available.

The Premier: And mnore development.
lion. N1. 0. ANOWIN: For the reasons I

have stated I move the amendment.
Mr. LAAMERT (Coolgardie) 15.421: 1 am

absolutely against the carrying of this mean-
iligless motion, a motion appareiitly designed
to deceive people. I have inl mind the fact
that time Premier last year inet a very repre-
sentative depuatioa on the goldfields relating
to another railway which has been. urged by
thle menmber for Kanowna. If at that tune
thme Premier was sincere, anti undoubtedly lie
was sincere, he led the deputation to believe
that whenk time rails were available Esperance
would be connected with the Eastern gold-
fields by rail. I do not know whether thle
Premier at that time regarded his promise inl
the sane light as he desires to regard this
amended motion, but I say it would be in-
finitely more honest and straightforward and
decent of the House if members turned down
a motion of this description instead of amnend-
ing it to hulmbug the people. The Premier dis-
tinctly promiised the deputation onl the Eastern
goldfieh(Is that this Esperamice Bay railway
would be constructed as soon as the rails were
available.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you think it is
na -rramtedlI n.asltycofdt

Mr. LAMBERT:Iam boutl ofdn
that it is warranted.

flon. W. C. Anlgwin: Are the rails avail-
able?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know, but the
Premier was sincere in the promise made, or
[ hope hie was. I have no desire to discount
the claims put forward hy the member for
Greenough, but I say at the earliest possible
(late, if the Government have any regard for
the mining industry of this country, they will
connert the Eastern Goldfields with Esperance
Bay.

Mr. Harrison: This is a minling railway too.
'Mr. LAMBERT; I quite know that, and II

am quiite in accord with the membar for
Creenough ini his desire to assist the metal-
liferouls minles inl his locality, but his proposal
is insignifienmit ili comparison with the build-
inig of the link between the Eastern goldIfields
and Esperance.

Mr. Hrarrison: What traffic would you get?
Mr. LAMBERT: We haive at the present

time the Traneomitinemital Railway in comimpe-
tition with our own State railways, and I do
not think we are getting that benefit from the
extension of that line eastwards that we should
he receiving. We would, however, derive
greater benefit by the opening up of more
territory of value to the State if the Govern-
miemt realised the importance of connecting up
Esperanee by rail and carried out that work.

6.31
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I amt quite with the member for Kanowna in
stressing that point.

Mr. SPEAKER:1 We are not disc ussing the
Esperance railway.

Mr. LAMIBFRT: If the carrying of this
motion implies that the railway asked for by
the member for Greenough will be built be-
fore the Esperance line, you, Mr. Speaker,
will hear with tue when I contend I al'itnl
order in putting forward the claims of a rail-
way the construction of which has already
been authnorised. The Premier will frankly
admit that he has promised to link uip the
Esperanee district with the Eastern goldfields.

'Mr. SPEAKER: The boa, member must
confine his remarks to the motion; I cannot
allow him to allude to the Eastern Goldfields.

'Mr. LA-MBERT: If the carryig of this
motion inmplies that the suggested railway will
be built before the others which are already
authorised, or which niay be mnore necessary,
I will certainly not support the motion or the
amendment. If the mtotion is amended on the
lines suggested by the member for North-East
Fremantle it will only have the effect of hum-
bugging the people in the Geraldine district.
It would be nmore straightforward on our part
if we turned down the motion altogether. I
would prefer to see the miember for Greett-
ough persevere with his ttotion. without the,
aniendlinit and then, if the House should turn
it down, the people ihterested will know the
attitudle of hon. mtembers towards the pro-
posal. But if it is going to carry an implied
promise that to-atorrow, or the dlay after, or
in a century hence, the railway will be built,
it will be dlishonest and distinctly unfair to
the people there, It will also be unfair to the
people of the Eastern Golddields because of
the pronmise which was mnade, apparently sinu
cerely by the Premier, that when rails were
available the work of constructing the Esper-
anee line would be put in hand]. I1 hope that
the first railways to be built will be those
which are urgently required, and if the inm-
portanee of those lines is takent into con-sid-
eration, there will not be the slightest doubc
about the work of constructing the Esperance
line being put in hand.

Mr. IMALEY (Oreonough-on amendmnut)
[5.50]: 1 am prepared to accept the antend-
inent moved by the mnember for North-East
Fremantic (Hon. W. C, Angwin). t cannot
understand the logic. of the member for Sus-
sex (Mr. Pickering) in urging that the con-
struction of a railway to the Margaret River
Caves, or somewhiere there, for picnicking
purposes, is of greater intportance than a
short railway which will htave tile effect of
helping iii the development of the State.

Mfr. Pickering: On a lvint of order, is the
lion. mteutber Justified in referring to the
E3usselton-MNargaret River railway in such

termis?
Mr. SPEAKER: There is no point of

order.
Mr. M.%ALEY: Thu Premier has requested

me not to press the motion. On the other
hand, his colleague, the MNinister for Works,
was uncharitable enough to make an impu-
tation against me, but having withdrawn it,

it would itot he good forat on ray part to
dilate on it. I absolutely detest anything
of that nature. W1Ith regard to the Geral-
dine, mines, I desire to say that they are
of a wotnderfully high average valne, The
Premnier mtade soite remarks about the mines
at Bladdera and Yarratarra. I may state
etat these mines are working ore, averaging
14 per cetnt. I would point nut that a fair
average of the mines at Geraldiite is fromt
40 to 60 per" cent. taken right across rhe ore.
channel, ]in the future, when the price of
lead must go down after tite ternmitation of
the war, of course only tlte higher grade
mines will succeed, aitd the mines at Geral-
dine will therefore have to be provided for.
The residents of thtis State sonic 40 years
ago were energetic enough to build the
Northampton railway. At that time the
poltulation of Westerit Australia was only
14,000 souls, and that line was the first
built in the State, the object of its construc-
tion being to enceourage the lead industry at
Northampton. If the people of Western
Australia were energetic enough in these
days to construct such a short line of rail-
way, and if n additional niiie niiles now
will assist to nmake that and other lines pro-
fitable, the work should be undertaken. If
the Government do not agree to the nmotion
they have tie enterprise left in them. They
are calling out for production; here is one
avenue by which they can encourage it.

Amendment put aitd passed.
lion. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.53]: 1

have no wish to throw cold water on the
aspirations of the honi. memnber who hbee
mtoved the mtotion, but the Roese would net
be justified in seriouishy declaring that the
construction of a railway is warranted to the
district in question upon the information
which we have before us. Has the House
been giveni sufficient facts and figures re-
garding the present development, and the
prospective development, of the Geraldine
district to enable us, as a set of coumnon
sense business men, to say that the construc-
tion of a line is justified. I will not say that
a railway is not warranted, but. I do say
that the House shtould have utore informa-
tion before deliberately declaring that the
line should be beil . It weuld be wrong, too,
if the House, ut an offhand fashion, raised
what might prove to be tite false hopes of
the people in that district. We know that
in the list read out by time Minister for
Works there are several huindred imiles of
r'ailways amthorisdl, nVUd that the authorisa-
tion in sone cases goes hack several years,
and also that there is no possible chance of
the vonstroction of these lines in the near
futu re. To pass' a motion such as that
itovcd by the miemaber for Greenough would1
have the effect of conveying an impression
-and Tnt only an imtpression but it would
also be an assurance-to the people of the
Geraldine district that the ontcome of the
passage of the motiotn meant that the line,
would be constructed, when we know full
well that such -would not be the case. To
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pass the motion would be decidedly unfair
to those other districts which have been
waiting for nutborised railways to be built
for sonic years past. I ani not making any
coniplaint with regard to the lion. member 's
action; lie has made out as good a ease as
lie is in a position to present to the House;
but I do say that the case as submitted to us
is not sufficient to justify our taking action.
Before a Government decides that a railway
must be constructed in a particular district,
it is the practice to send out responsible
officers of the Lands Department to report
upon the area, and the value and the qual-
ity of the land to be served by the proposed
railway, Investigations are also made by
competent engineers as to the cost, and
other aspects of the question are taken into
-onsideration. The railway advisory board
reports upon the matter, and then after the
Glovernment have received the fullest pos-
sible inforumation from all those sources
Cabinet decides whether the facts are suffi-
cient to justify them. in asking Parliament
to pass a Bill for the construction of the
line. Something like that should be done in
this ease. I do not wish to vote against the
motion. T Inay, be doing the district an in-
justice. I am not in a position to judge
upon the matter but the lion. mnember, I take
it, has attained his end by ventilating in this
House the need for this particular line, lie
has brought the matter forward prominently
under the notice of the Government and I1
take it that the necessary inquiries will now
be made. Having done that he shonld not
press the motion; at least he should consent
to a" adljournnment of the debate.

On motion by Mr. Piesse debate adjourned.

PAPERS-' 'ULYSSES" STRANDING
INQuiRIES.

Hon. T. WALKER (Ranowna) [6.01: .1
move--

That there be lad on the Table of the
House all papers relating to the stranding
of the ''Ulysses"' and subsequent inquiries
dealing with the ease of Pilot Williamson.
understand there is no objection to these

papers being laid on the Table of the House
and therefore there is no need to make an"
lengthy remarks. Everybody is aware of the
umatter to which reference is made, It was
of considerable interest at the time and I un-
4lerstand that Pilot Williamsnse is not satisfied
writh the treatment he has received since the
inquiries, that is to say, the original inquiry
and that conducted by the Royal Commission.
The '"Sunday Tinmes" of the 22nd September
published a statement which was miade by
Pilot 'Williamson and that in itself is suffic-
ient justification for hon. umenmbers being
placed in possession of the facts. It i s n ot
more then is sought for in the motion. I
will content myself with moving the motion
standing ini my name.

Hfon. H. HE. UNDERWOOOD (Honorary
I Minister) r6.01: The Government offer no ob-
jection to these papers being laid on the Table

and have had the pleasure of sailing with
him on the same ship. I always found himi
a v-cry good and attentive officer, and have
no intention of opposing the motion.

Question putl and jpassetd.

MOTION-IKRBOUR BOARD), BU2NBU~R,
TO DISALLOW REGULATION.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [0.2]: 1 l2]OV-
That Regulation 104a of the Bunbury Har-

bour Board, laid upon the Table of this
House on the 8th October, be disallowed.

The regulation in question is one purporting to
be wade under the powers given by the Bun-
bury Harbour Board Act of 1909. By that
Act and by the Interpretation Act of 1898 it
is necessary that such regula Lion. shall be pub-
]ished in the "'Government Gazette'' and with-
in 14 days laid Lipon the Table of the House.
This particular regulation is on the Table of the
House now, and I am taking the earliest oppor-
tunity of bringing the matter before the House
to show cause why this Chamber should dis-
allow it. The regulatioti reads as follows-

His Excellency the Governor-in-Council
has been pleased to approve the following
reguilation made by the Buabury Harbour
Board, with effect from the 27th September,
1918-''1lO4a. Owing to conditions brought
about by the European war all wharfages
(inwards and outwards), port dues, tonnage
and] berthiage due, are subject to a special
war surtax of 20 per cent. upon the amounts
of the dtues or charges which may become
payable under the headings mentioned. This
surtax shall continue in operation during the
continuance of the wvar, or as circumstances
dictate in thin discretion of the members of
the board."

I will deal firstly with the wording of the reg-
lation before dealing with the merits of the
case. I think the House will fully appreciate
the necessity of any regulation of this nature
being perfectly definite, so that any person
reading it may understand what it means and
what it purports to enforce. The regulation
says-

This surtax shall. continue in operation dur-
ing the continuance of the war.

I submit that had the regulastion stopped there
we would all have understood exactly how long
it would be enforced, but by the addition of
the words-

Or as circumstances dictate in the discre-
tion of the members of the board.

No one can -have any idea for what period the
regulation will be enforced. Does it mean that
the members of the board may enforce it for
a shorter period than the period of the war?
Does it mean that members of the board may
addl a period to the period of the war,' and
enforce it for a certain time after the war,
or does it mean that the regulation will be
there for all time, subject to the wishies of, or
discretion which may be exercisedl at any time
by, the members of the boardl Tf it is not
intended that the period of the war shall be
the period governing that in which the regu-
lation shall be in operation, then for the regu-
lation to be good that period of the war could
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as the period of time during which the regula-
tion should be in existence. Onl the other hand,
if it is intended that the pciod of the war
shall be the stated period during which the
regulation shall be in force, the latter part of
it should be cut out entirely, and that should be
the definite time in which the regulation should
be in operation. I ant sure that on the grounds
of indefiniteness alone, as to the meaning of
the latter portion of the regulation, this should
be sufficient for it to he disallowed by the
House. WA are responsible when these regu-
lations are laid before us, for their wording,
aind ( nma sure no one in the Chamnber would
desire a regulation of such indefiniteness and
uncertainty to go forward as having been
passed by us. Furthermore, whenm these regu-
lations are passed by Parliament they have
the same effect as anl Act of Parliament, and
it is therefore necessary that they should be
sent forth in dlenr and unmistakable language.
I anticipate that the 'Minister may be glad to
have this regulation disallowed in order that
it may he cleared of its present indelinite char-
acter. With regard to the merits of the regu-
lation, I would like to remtiad the House that
the profits of the Bunbury Harbour Board in
the past have been mnade entirely from the dues
that have been paid by the exporters of thme
South-West, I mean in particnlar thme timber
exporters. Not only have those exporters paid
in dues the necessary working expenses of the
hoard for sonic time prior to the war, but they
have in addition paid the interest and sinking
fund( onl the capital expeniditure, and further,
haver paid a very considerable amount into the
Consolidated Revenue of the State. This is inl
fact a very good business proposition for W~est-
era Australia. T anm satisfied that in the future
not only will it be as good a business proposi-
tion as it has been in the past, but that when
the war is over it will far exceed any busines
which it has done in the past. In spite of all
that hias been paid into time Bunbury Harbour
'Board, they are now asker] hy this regulation
to pay anl extra due of 201 per cent. in the form
of a surtax.

lIon. W. C. Augwin: They have not paid
ininch duiring the last two or three years.

'Mr. 'MONEY: I spoke of what had beeim
vaid hefore the war. For the five years prior
to the war we paid into Consolidated Revenule
no less than £E49,000, which is a very considler-
able sim.

Honn. W. C. Aiigwiu: How much of that was
interest?

MVr. M,\ONE'Y: T mnention this to show that
we have been good customers to the State ini
the rears before the war. I am speaking now
nf the timber industry of the South-West. This
hldustrv has not only made the South-West,
limt T urn not sure that it has not half made
flip State as a whole. The moment that this
indlustry was unable to supply and feed time
rai t wravs with its Products the revenue of the
rnilwavs came down to such an extent that
this circumstance has been given as an explnn'mi-
tion in part of the financial position of 'West-
ern Alustralia to-day. T need not. there-
fore, dilate too much oen anl inulustrr
the iimportance of which we all fully
anprecinte. Althouevh we have dourp so untuch fo~r

more thtan any other single industry in
Western Australia is being hit through the
abs.ence of shipping in the required tonnage
at our ports. This has necessitated the clos-
inog down of inny of our mills, and the ces-
sationl of business. Is it ;vise, therefore, to
hit uis harder anti to increase our losses by
imposing upon us at this stage this surtax
of 20 per cent.1 Seeing that we have paid
so munch into Consolidated Revenue in 'the
pamst, surely the Consolidated Revenue canl
help to bridge the Bunbury Harbour Board
over the period of the war, without its being
niecessary for such an impost to be inflicted.
If we );ad not paid that large amount into
Consolidated Revenue in the past, there
auight have been some argument in favour
of the impost. Had the amiount which has
gone into Consolidated Revenue been pot
into a reserve fund, as should have been the
ce , we v should then have known what re-
lief we could have lookied for in these timies
of stress when wve requiredi a little monetary
assistance.

Mr. 0' Uoghlen: The revenue would suffer
very munch if it were till earmarked in this
'var. There must be soine departments show-
ig a profit in order to make up for the losses
in Consolidated 'Revenue in other directions.

Mr, MONEY: We know that the amoney
has gone into Consolidated Revenue, and we
are therefore entitled, as it were, to draw to
sonic extent onl our reserve, and to Iok~ upon
that mioney as a reserve fund. T take it it
is umideniedl that the I imuber industry to-day
is at a low ebb. 1- mention that to show thme
reasonableness of the piesa that the timber
industryv should receive fair treatment. Tb1-
timber export contracts that are in existence
to-day are made as a rule four or five months.
ahecad. This surtax of 20 per cent. has been
imposed without any prior notice whatever
excevpt the publicatioo in the "'Government
Ga-zette '- of 27th September, and comes into
force immediately.

The Minister for Works: How munch per
lend does it represenit?

Mr. MONEY: Approxiniatell G6l, per load.

Sittimig suispended front 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr-. MONEY: Before tea T was mentioning
the fact that this surtax of 20 per cent, was
imiposed by' publication in the ''Government
Glazette' of the 27th September and camie
into effert imlmediatelY. Tf it is not retros-
petive legislation it is almost equal to it.
It bordlers so closely onl retrospection that it
is equally bad and detrimental and unjust to
those affected by it, in this way: if I had
liven left to suppose that for the next three
or four months a law would be in operation,
T shoulld quote accordingly and make mny
-omtmacts, and if my supposition is wrong
and)[ the law is altered sooner than the three
or four mouths, then as far as I em con-
am-ned it is equal to restrospeetion. From

past experience in the House we know that
members have entirely rejected legislation
of a retrospetive nature or legislation that
works harshly to those whom it affects, It
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paid by the timber industry, but that the
surtax is -wharfage. I anm informed by those
con'ernled in the industry that their con-
tracts are to place the timber free on board,
and in many eases the timber companies char-
ter vessels, and are actually shippers. I
have also been reminded that this tax
is the same as that at Fremiantle. That
may be perfectly correct, but Fremantle is
not affctctd in thle same way as the ports of
the South-West. The ports of thle South-
West are entirely dependant for their re-
;-enue on the export of timber-[ say that
approximately-and I think the M1inister will
agree with me that, if a mistake has been made
at Busselton by having a tax imposed there,
the Minister will see that the tax is re-
moved.

Ron. R. H-. Underwoodl (Fhonorary 'Minis-
ter): It was never on.

Mr. MONEY: I accept the Minister's
statement. It only shows the House how
much the timber has suffered because the
Minister says that at one port it does not
matter how much the tax is, because they
do0 not notice it. It shows the smallness of
the trade. If the industry is suffering that
is all the more reason why we should reliev'e
it, instead of increasing the burdens. In
referen,'e to this retrospective legislation, if
it lies the slightest idea of retrospection, I
mnay point out that 13 or 14 years ago it was
Itetided to inerease freights on timber car-
vitil in \Vesgtern~ Australia. It was then
pointed] out that there were existing con-
tracts, and, immediately it was recognised by
the then Government that the increase was
affecting the contracts in existence, all
the timber which was supplied to the
existing contracts was exempt front the
increase in freight. There is no differ-
ence between an increase La railway
freights in one case and an increase in har-
bour dues in the other. It is exactly the same,
whether an increase of railway freights or
harbour dues. T remember, when discussing
the Land and TIncome Tax Bill, what a cry
there was when it was suggested that there
should he a retrospective tax, and it must
be within the recollection. of the House that
one tax was abandoned and another repealed
because it was supposed to be wrong in prin-
ciple- In a case like this, where there is a
recognised hardship, I cannot see how any
Government-and I do not think the present
Government intend it-cn desire to impose
a tax of this nature if it will work a hard-
ship and where it works an injustice to the
people concerned. ft may not be a large
matter, it may only affect 15,000 or 16,000
loads of timber, yet if the principle is right,
and if we desire to do right, I am satisfied
the House will not allow a regulation that
works a hardship in any shape or form to
stand. Reverting to what I said in opening,
that it would be wrong for the House to pass9
legislation, because this is equal to legisla-
tion-I submit, on reading this regulation,
especially that portioa that refers to the
period of time during which it shall be in
existence, I venture to state there is not a
member who can say how long it will be in

existence. There is an attempt made to be
definite, but it ends up by being very inde-
finite. It is wrong in principle and in every
shape whatever. I think 1 have said suffi-
cient to prove to the House the necessity for
the regulation being disallowed.

-Mi. O'LOUULEN (Forrest) (7.40]: In
view of thle financial position that exists in
the State, I take it that all members are re-
luctant to take ally action that will deprive
the Treasurer of revenue, hut I think the
Trreasurer ii] his financial methods is desirous
that we ahatl secure as nuch revenue as pea-
t-ible and at the same time he just.

Hon. W. C2. Augwin: There is justice in
this.

Mlr. 0 'LOGH IfEN: That may be the
opinion of the memtber for North-East Fre-

niantle, hut I think the member for Bunbury
,]as miade out an excellent ease, I nut not
going to chlftlenge his opinion ats to the retro-
spective character of the regulation; I do
net know how it can be retrospective, hut hie
has a better knowledge of the definition of
termts than I have.

Mir. 'Nairn: I think the hon. member ameans
Sihe effect OIL con1tracts.

Mr, C) 'LOG L14EN: There is a vital dif-
ference betweeii a taxation measure and a
regulation. TLaxatioa that is injurious and
that will affect existing business is fore-
shadowed, and in the various 'readings of the
mneasure. and the subsequent passage there is
sonte Indication or warning given. Take as
a parallel ease those engaged in the liquor
trade. Those people know for a definite
periiod ahead what is the proposed law, and as
a consequence they enter into their contracts
accordingly.

Hon. R. HI. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : This has been in existence at Frem antic
for years.

Mlr. 0 'LOGIJEN: It may he in existence
at Freinantle, but if the Mfinister had inti-
mated titat it was going to epntc into force
ait Butnbury, there would have been an cle-
meat of justice about it. All the hon. member
asks is that some should be allowed in regard
to future contracts. I don not think the Mini-
ister,' however keen he atay be to get rev-
enue, desires to he unfair in bringing in a
ntew impost.

Hon. 'R. H. Underwood (H1onorary Minis-
ter) : This was held up for a Ong time.

Mr. O'LOGHLE.N: If the shippers had no
knowledge on entering into existing contracts
and those contracts are subject to the surtax,
then I claim they had no warning.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who pays the tax?
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: The general assumption

is that the consumer at the other cad of the
world pays, but that does not apply in this
ease. The ltou. member knows that this prim-
ary industry has had a severe trial.

Member: Do you think you will get your
shipping freights any cheaper?

Mr. O'LOGIIEN: I know one man en-
gaged in the timber industry who occasionally
is able to secure a small order from South
Africa to enable himi to becep going in the
smallest possible way, and I know how diffi-
cuilt it is for him to get those occasional shipt-
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istents to keep his plant at work. If lie can
secure higher prices from overseas, then let
those overseas pay for it. I have never stood
iii the way of people operating in this State.

lHon. J. Mitchell: They pay less in South
Australia.

Mr. 0 'LOGIILEN : I am not dealing with
South Australia; I am dealing with people
overseas.

Hon. J. Mitchell: But this affects South
Australia.

Mr. O'LOCIJLEN: I do not think it does.
I think the whole position has been altered in
the Eastern States. There has been during
the last six months something approaching a
tamnine in the Eastern States and the prices
have gone uip on two occasions. At the pre-
sent time there is a keent demand for what
timber can be shipped away, but the ships are
so scarce. Still I believe the biggest company
operating in the State has secured two sailing
vessels to call at IBunbury. I know one con-
tractor who ovcasionally gets a small ship-
mneat away; hie has received no warning as
to the imiposition of this regulation. I put it
to the Governinent that no serious result will
acecrue to the Treasurer by giving the required
10 or 12 wreeks' notice before the regulation
shall take effect. Instead of operating from
the 27th September, why should it not operate
fronm the 1st January next, their those enter-
ing into contracts overseas will know they
are going to be loaded with the additional im-
1'o~t and make provision for it. I believe any
man of busies would say that that was only a
fair proposal.

The Attorney General: Is the timber Sold
fob. flunbur v?

Mr. 0 '1,OGIILEX\: Yes. The member for
North- East Fremantle, of (nurse, will say that
this regulation obitains at Frcemantle. That is
quite true. But the bulk of the timber ship-
mrents front Western Australia go through the
port of Bunbiiry. That port has been praeti-
rally dlead as regards shipping.

lRon. W. C. Angwvin: Thit it is the ship that
pays those charges.

Mr. 0'LOCIILEX: There is no shipping of
any consequence going on at Hunnhrry. Tn
fact, there arc very few ships available to lift
timber at any of our ports.

Mr. Pickering: Some timber is being shipped
front Busselton.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN\: The regulation will not
affect the port of Busselton to the extent of
£4 0. But, as regards the port of Bunbury,
the imposition of such a regulation without
notice is utterly unfair. The men cnga-zed in
the shipment of our timber know pretty well
what tomnage they will be able to secure dur-
Ing the next 12 months. Let me point out
that the timber industry has had the hardest
row to hoe of all induistries in this State. T
rut not pleading for timber shippers further
thin this, that if the new taxation is to he
imposed the Government should, in all fnir-
iiess, give some notice or warning, in order
that provision may be made by shippers for
the increased imposts. One could deal exten-
sively with the disabilities of the timber in-
dustry. It would have paid the mill owners,
w~henr the war broke out, to shoot dead a thou-

sand horses, a thousand of the finest horses in
this State, which, in the belief that the war
would not last more thain 12 months, the mill
owners sent to the Murchison to be paddoeked.
Absolutely it would have paid the mill owners
to shoot those horses. True, the position of
the industry has improved; but I do not think
tile Government should impose further bur-
dens on an industry which has suffered so
mu11ch. Therefore, I1 say it would be a good
priinciple not to impose regulations such as this
without notice. Why was not this regulation
made at Bunbury simultaneously with Fre-
mantle?

Hon. R. If. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Blecause the Bunbury Harbour Board
lid not recommend it.

Y~r. O'LOGILLEN: What do they say now?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
They recommend it.

Mr. 0 'I2 00ILEN: Then I do not think
they ire recommending it in the best interests
oft the industry affected.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
The timnber industry is comparatively infinitesi-
imill, so far as this increase applies.

Mr. O'LOGIILEN: If the amount involved
with respect to the tinmber industry is so in-
significant, why oppose the motion; why re-
furse three months' notice of the new rega-
tionn2 The amount may be insignificant to the
Treasurer, with his gaping deficit; but it may
he very important to those working on the very
narrowest mairgin of profit in getting an oc-
vnsional shipment away.

Hon,. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
Some of the stuff handled by the Bunbury
Harbour Board pays 6s. per toir, while timber
pays about 10d.

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: Notice of the regulation
should undoubtedly be given, and I shall be sir-
prised if the board do not recommend that
notice be given.

Hon. R. 1H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
The Government intend to go into the matter
again.

Mr. 0'LOOHLBX: Could not the Govern-
muent accept the mover's siggestion, namely,
dhisallowv the regulation and then make a new
regulation?7

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
I intend to move the adjournment of the de-
bate. I want to think the matter over.

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: The matter is so simple
that it should not require much thrinking over.
ram not desirous of preveiiting the Treasurer

from getting a little more revenue wherever
lie can, provided he lets uts know where and
ihen he is going to get it. No taxation mae-

.sure comes into force before it is gazetted. In
this ease, the regulation comes iimto force im-
mediately it has been made, without any notice
being given.

Hou. J. Mitchell: How do prices fob, at the
uresent day compare with prices before th-'
war?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I dare say there Ihas
been a decrease in prices, for the reason that
competition has cut the trade to the bone, com-
petition entered into with a view to keeping
going. Some firms have complained that in the
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matter of prices they have been almost anni-
hilated, and that it is utterly impossible for
thenm to show a profit, although they have kept
their mills at work in order to hold their men
together and employ their plant. I know that
the tendency everywhere is to put up prices,
but in this conneution I ran speaking of the
necessity the firms are tuder to retain their
oversen markets. The mill owners have a few
vessels coining, andi they have contracted at
small umargius of profit in order to fill thoso
boats. Therefore, any further isnpost. would
be entirely unfair.

MNr. Teesdale: Did not the mill owners know
of the regulation when making those contracts?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No. Those contracts
lion- to be shipped were maade as long as six
moniths ago. Consequently, I trust the Gov-
ermnent will consent to thle disallowing of this
regulation, andi in the interests of Lair play
accept the substitution suggested by thle meni-
her for Bunbury. I have pleasure in seconding
the motion.

Hiesolved: that motions be continued.
flon. IV. C. ANGWIN (North-East Frenman-

tle) [7.50]: Last session I deait with a mnotion
somewhat similar to this one. The difference
between myself and thle mover, however, was
that I had no objection to the surtax, but
that I objected to the discretionary power of
the F'remntle Harbour Board as regards the
duration of the surtax.

Mr. Mloney: We do not object to this sur-
tax after a certain date.

Hon. IV. C. ANGWIN: I1 then pointed out
to lhon. members that this House could not
get a certain taxation measure passed through
another place without the insertion of a de-
finite date. Such imposts are always subject
to dlisallownance by members of this Parliament.
We have power to disallow charges sent here
by thle Governor. For may part, I object to
the latter portion Of the new regulation, which
sets forth that the surtax is to continue until
the end of the war, and, at the discretion of'
thme hoard, thereafter. I certainly object to
that. There should be no differentiation in the
nmatter of harbour dumes and wharfage charges.
Throughout Australia the port authorities have
found it necessary to impose a surtax during
war time. iFremantle did it some time ago, and
it has been done elsewhere. During the Inst
three or four years several hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds have been spent at Hunbury.

'Mr. "Money: And interest and sinking fund
was paid on that expenditure up to the wvar.

Hon. W. C. A"NGWIN: The interest and sink-
ing fund have to he met. Ia 1916-17 a, rev-
enue of £10,000 was expected from Bunblury,
but the actual receipts were £6,000.

'Mr. O'Leghlea: Who made the estimate?
The moan who made it had nio idea of the de-
pression in the timber industry.

Ron. WV. 0. ANOWIX: The estimate was
made by the Bunbury Harbour Board, who
should have known what was likely to take
place. Three or four years ago the interest
bill of the Bunbury ilarhour Board on canlital
expenditure was between :E8.O00 and £610,000.

'Mr. Mfoney: They paid that, and had a

Lion. W. C. ANGWIN: WVhat is the Bse Of
going back 10 or 12 years to look for a sur-
plus? 'Ihe same thing applies to the Bonbury
Harbour TBoaid as to the Railway Department.
'I he revenue received by the Bunbury Harbour
Board in 1917-18 was 14750. The Consoli-
dated Revenue had to find the balance re-
quired for interest and sinking fund. This
year thre Treasurer expects to get £6,000 from
the board. Then the board will again be short
of the amount they require for interest and
sinking fund. Again, if a tax is imposed in
one port, it should be imposed in all the Ports.

Mr. 'Money: We do not object after the let
Junuar y, after notice.

Ron. NW. C,. ANCIW N: The mover and the
seconder stated that contracts were niade six
umnonths or more ngo. C:an any member believe
that shipping arrangements for those con-
tracts were made six months or more ago?

Mr. 0 'foghlen: Yes, certainly.
Ron. W. C. ANGW IN: I guarantee that the

Minister for Works has timber now lying at
Big Brook and Manjimup for which orders
were taken before the war.

'Mr. 0 'Loghica: 'That supports our argu-
ment.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: By no means. The
cost entailed by this regulation is charged to
the ship. The charges for machinery and every-
thing else used at Bunbury is debited to the
ship, as part of the operation of loadinag the
cargo.

'My. Mfoney: But whecn timber is delivered
fob.?

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: When a ship uses
the hiarbour board 's machinery in lieu of its
own, it has to pay for that.

Mr. 'Money: I am assured the shippers pay
wvharf age.

Hon. WV. C. A'NOWIN: I do ]not take so much
notice of the shippers. The member for Sub-
lace (Mir. Brown) can bear rue out in the
statement that these charges nre paid by the
ship. What does it mean? There may be a
ship, or a couple of ships, coming into Buin.
hury dluring the next three months: and this
mnotion asks us to place the port of Bunbury
in a Position of advantage to the extent of
20 per cent, over other ports of this State for
thle next three mnonths.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Did not ]3umbury have that
advantage before this regulation was gazetted?

Hon. W. C. ANGOWIN: The correspon1ding
regu lation came into force at Fremantle im-
Merliately it had been umade. Do the Federal
Government let u's know beforehand when Gus.
toms duties are raised?

'Mr. 0 'Loghlen: But you provided for 10
years' notice to the liquor trade.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No. I providerl 10
years for compensation, which at flat tine r
considered Just and right.

Mr. O'Tsoghlen: T aluec with you there.
Hon. W. 0. A-NOWTN: But in this case

we are faced with the fart that time Consoli-
dated Revenue, which is at present almost
bankrupt, has additional interest and sinking
fund to meet in respet Of thle Bmrnburv liar-
hour. It is necessary that that increas'ed ill-
terest and sinking fund should be mact, and thle
increase is due to expenditure which is takiig
nlnce or hans taken niace at flunbunrv-
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lion. R. H. UnderN~ood (Honorary Minis-.
te-r): There are heavy dredging charges.

lion. W. 0. ANOWIN: There hase been a
new breakwater built there and there is a
demand for new berths at the end of the
wharf. Who is going to pay the intoresti
Are the people in the State to pay it, or
those who use the harbour?

Mr. O'Loghlen: It will be paid when times
are normal.

Hon. WV. C. A'NOWiN: It will mtake no
difference so far as the timber trade is con-
cerned. If we are going to give the timber
trade a bonus, we nay as well give it
straight out, but not in this way.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It haes not had at bonus
yet.

lon. WV. C'. ANOWIN: I did not say it
had], but the IMinister for Industries saidi so
the other night.

The Minister for Works: I suppose You
know they are paying extra railage.

lion. W. C. ANGWIN: That has nothinlg
to do with the shipping. I think the Minis-
tr should agree to alter the regulation by

striking out the words ''at the discretion of
the board.'' That should be a matter for
Parliament to decide.

lion. R. H. Underwood (Hionorary Minis-
ter): If the words are left out it will voine
to the same thing.

Hon. WV. 0. ANGrWIN: No. If the charges
are fixed to a certain date, at the end of
that time they automatically cease, and in
order to continue them, there must be the
approval of Parliament. In this regula-
tion,, although it is set out ''to the end
of the war,"' there is also stated ''or at
the discretion of the board,'' and that is
what I object to. I raised a similar objec-
tion in connection with the Fremantle re-
gulations, and the Minister agreed to an
alteration being made. I hope hie will
(10 the sanme here, hut I would ask
hon. members whether they can expect the
country to go on expending money in the
manner that is being done at Bunhur 'Y to.
day, and has been done for a considerable
tiu pas 1 't, without the people who use the
harbour contributing towards the interest
and sinking fund on that expenditure?

Mr. O'Loghlen: We are not disputing
that.

Hion. W. G. ANOWiN: To do that we
must cover the whole period of the war.

Mr. Money: We are only asking for three
Months.

Hon. W.0. ANGWIN: The hon. member says
that it affects the timber industry. It does
not affect timber, it affects shipping. Even
if we do knock this off, I do not believe that
the timber industry will get anything out of
it or that the shipping rates will be reduced
one penny. The berthing charges will go
on to the ship.

Mr. Money: If it is left it will increase
the losses.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not know
that there is any loss to-day. Do bon. menm-
hers mean to tell me that when the State
fixed the rates to Port Said at £.13 a ton for

the ''Kangaroo'' they took into considera-
tion the harbour charges there?

The Minister for Works: Of course they
did.

R[o, W. C. ANUWIN: They never
thought of it; they would not worry about
the rates at the present time. Whet, these
%vere low, about 35s. .. ton, the question
inight. have been considered, but when we
have to pay £13 as we are paying to-day, no
consideration whatever will be given it. I
would ask lion. members whether they think
it advisable to reduce this surtax which is
paid iii other ports, and indeed all over Aus-
tralia, when we realise that we have to face
a considerable increase in the payment of in-
terest and sin king fund.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (lion. WV.
J. George-Murray-Wellington) [8.5]: I have
very little to say on this question, hut I
would point out that the bulk of the timber
which is shipped from flunbury at the pre-
seut time is timber which in ordinary cir-
eumistanees is difficult to get away, that is
at-antlings. This tinmber goes to Adelaide and
Melbourne. and I hope it will also go to
Sydlney. It goes to those places in compoti-
tion with timber from other parts. Although
the impost on it may not he very large, at the
same time alt these things have to he con-
sidered in making up the price at which the
timber (an hie sold. 'When it comes to a
question of fixing freights, I know from my
own experience in chartering vessels that all
these points, 91,-h as harbour charges, are
takeni fully into account. I remember ninny
years ago when the railway freights on the
carriage of timber were increased by the Gov-
erment. of the dlay, it was recognised as an
:1st of justice that where it could be proved
the timber companies had taken orders at
prices governed by the old railway freights
they should be allowed to have that timber
narried at such freights. That was (lone.

There was some little difficulty, of course, but
that was overcome in a manner which was fair
to the State and fair to the parties interested.
I could say a good deal about this question
as it affects my doectorate considerably, but
I ant somewhat hampered by my Ministerial
position.

Mir. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.8]: I dlid not
,Anticipate when the motion was introduced
that the port of Busselton would he referred
to in the course of the debate. A certain
amount of shipping has gone front Busselton
since the war started, sleepers having beens
loaded there for South Africa, and latterly
to the Eastern States, but of course not
nearly so much, as we would have desired. It
-was news to me that Busselton had been lab-
ouring tinder this disability of 20 per cent.
The position seems to me to be that only
those ports that are controlled by a harbour
trust can get the advantage which is derived
by the port of Biubury. The Government
seem to have the power to impose this extra
disadvantage on the port of Busseltont with-
out the people coneerned having the right to
appeal, by reason of their not being protected
by a harbour trust.



[16 OCTOBER, 1918.] 8

Mr. Money: The members of harbour boards
are nominees of the Government.

Mr. PICKERING: They have some voice
at any rate in looking after their own port,
whereas a port like Busselton is controlled by
the Government direct. There are only two
points we have to consider in regard to the
motion moved by the member for Bunbury,
and those relate to forward contracts and the
limitation of this particular regulation. go
far as forward contracts are concerned, they
cannot be of a very important nature, as
illustrated by the or~ders coming forward.
WVith regard to the limitation of the regula-
tion, I think if it is made to apply to Bun-
bury, the same consideration should be ex-
tended to every. other port which has not the
advantage of a harbour trust. I do not de-
sire to take any undue advantage of the port
of Bunbury, neither do I desire that Bunbury
should take an undue advantage of Busse]-
ton. I will support the motion if the limita-
tion only applies to forward contracts, and
if it is miade to apply to flesselton as it is to
Bunbury.

On motion by Hon. R, H. Underwood (Hon-
orary Minister) debate adjourned.

MOTION - PARLIAMENTARY REPRE-
SENTATION, REDIUCTION OF MEM-
BERS,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) (8.111: I
move-

That in the opinion of this House the
time has arrived when it is expedient tn re-
duce the number of umemnhers of the Legis-
lative Assemibly to thirty-five, end of the
Legislative Council to twenty.

I do not know whether bon. members in ap-
plauding inc as they have just done are doing
so ironically or whether they arc sincere.
However, I will give them an opportunity of
showing whether they are sincere when the
motion is put. Ia submitting the motion to
the H1ouse I do so for several reasons. The
first is that I am pledged to a reduction in
the number of members of Parliament. Dur-
ing the last general election this was one of
my planks, and I feel that I would be wanting
in my duty if I did not endeavour to carry
it into effect. My second reason for submit-
ting the motion isr that I honestly believe
that time country desires to see a reduction
in the number of members of Parliament , and
if we brought that about there would be a
consequent reduction in the cost of adminis-
tration. I also desire to give members an
opportunity of directing the Government as
to their wishes, because a reform of this
nature cannot come about unless it be by dir-
ection of the House. I honestly believe that
we have too many legislators in Western Aiis-
tralin.

'Mr. Harrison: How many would you have?
Mr. THOMSON: 'If the hon. mdimber will

read uny motion he will see. If the House in
its wisdom desires to bring about a greater
reduction than the number I have suggested,
nn amendment can be moved. I consider it
is costing too much-

Mr. SPEAKfER: The hion, member cannot
anticipate the next motion, which deals
with the cosat of administration. The
hon. mem~ber must confine his remarks to
the motion hie is now moving-that there is a
necessity for a reduction in the number of
inembers of both Houses.

M1r. THOMSON\: Surely I am entitled to
submit reasons why I believe we 'should re-
duce the number of members? I was going to
say that we have a very large deficit.

Mr. SPEAI(ER: The hon. member must
dIcfer those remarks until he moves the next
mnoti on.

Mr. THOINdSON: I submit I will not be
able to deal with that aspect of the question
on the next motion. If we are going to re-
duce the number of members by 25-15 in one
House and 10 in the other-the reduction
must have a beneficial effect on the defi cit.

[am quite serious in my mnotion, and I am
sorry hon. members are treating my remarks
ixith levity, because I believe the country
sincerely desires th#~ the number of members
should be reduced.

H~on. T. Walker: It may desire to see us
iped out altogether.
Mr. THOMSON: Perhaps it could well do

without us for a little while. In reducing the
number of members, we would miot be rnaning
any risk of overwork. The Legislative Coun-
cil last session sat on 38 dlays for a total of
1241,4 hours, or an averge of three hours teni
minutes per sitting, while the Assembly sat on
.50 days with a total of 36.5 hours, or an aver-
age of seven hours IS minutes per sitting.
Therefore I do not think we are likely to be
overburdened with work, even if the motion is
carried, for I think we should still be able to
give efficient legislation. In respect of the
Council, the State is subdivided into 10 pro-
vinces, each return ing three members. My
proporal is to reduce the representation by
one member in each province. Seeing that the
bulk of the work is done in the Assemhly, I
think those 20 mnembers left in the Council
would be able to carry out effectively the
work placed before them. And by reducing
the Assembly to 35 nmembers, we should get
just as efficient work as under present condi-
tions, and would save considerable expense in
the cost of Parliament. In New South Wales
there aire 142 members of Parliament, or one
member for every 13.024 of population. Of
course not all the 1.3,024 are adultcs, for I am
going on the population basis, and not on the
basis of electors.

Mr. Nairn: Hlow many members are there
to the square mnie?

Mr. THOMSON: I am not aware that we
consider the mileage at all. If we were to do
that, the met ropoltan area would not have as
many members as it has to-day. Tf bon. mem-
bers are prepared to take the question of
mileage into consideration, I am quite willing
to do0 all in my power to have that standard
set up. If my electors are not satisfied with
lie, they can have their remedy at the next
election. In the meantime I am going to
carry my election pledges into effect. In
Que'nsland the re are 110 members of Parlia-
ment, or one member to every 6,189 of pepu-
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lation. South Australia has 66 members, or
one member to every 6,570 of population. Tas-
miania. has 48 mnembers, or one to every 4,165
of population.

lion. F. E. S. Williuott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Tasnmaaia is only about the size of one
of our sheep runs.

Mr. THOMSON: Yet we have a consider-
ably smaller average of population to each
ineniber of ]Parliament thanm they have in Tas-
mania. Victoria has 99 members, or one to
every 14,121 of population. In Western Aus-
tralia we have 80 members, or one to every
8,800 of population. We have the largest
State in respect of area, but also we have the
largest representation in Parliament. If liy
motion were agreed to, it would simply mean
the increasing of the average of population
per mnember from 3,860 to 5,616, practically
anl addition of 1,756.

The Minister for Works: Have not we a
larger lproportion of adults in our population
than is to be found in any of the other States?

Mr. THOMSON: Whether or not that is
so, f sincerely think we have a superabund-
nce of members of Parliament, T am not
in any way decrying the Legislature of West-
ern Australia, because I believe it is equal to
any in the Coalimonweal tl. If other honl. mnem-
bers are afraid of losing their seats, nit all
events it doees not Wyorry me.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Some lose their deposits at
times.

Mr. THOMSON: I ami not ashamied of the
fact, if the lion. member is jeering at me.
There are, many good men in this State who
lost their deposits, but there are others who
did not lose them, and whose election to Parlia-
mieat was rather a, discredit to the constitu-
encies which returned them.

Hon1. P. Collier: You are a popular chap!
Mr. THOMSON : As I have said, my motion

would increase our average of population per
member from .3,860 to 5,616. We would then
he ahead of Tasmania by 1,451 per member,
but would still be belowv Queensland. For that
reason the member for Forrest ought to suip-
port ine, -because. T have heard him refer to
Queensland us time ideal State of the Common-
wealth. We would still be below South Aums-
tralia by 945.

Honl. W. C. Aagwin: You. mloiion, if carried,
would mean a reduction iu time number of
country members.

Mr. THOMTSON: That would he a matter
for adjustment. A few mintes ago members
wanted to know the nmileage. If there is to
be any shearing off, some of the metropolitan
members would have to Lake on a little larger
area than they represent at present. If my
motion were carried it would mean a saving in
salaries to the extent of £7,500, and if my
second motion also is carried it will mean aL
total saving of £9,290. Ia all seriousness I
say we are pledged to economy, and I think
wre could with justice to the State reduce the
number of members of Parliament as I sug-
gest. T will not debate the question any
longer, but will leave it to the wisdom of the
House. If hon. members will but vote as I
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motion will be carried by anl overwhelming
majority.

.11r. IT'h'ESDAIJE (Roebourne) [8.27]. 1
second the motion. It is about the only thing
I promised lay constituenits. Therefore I wvill
support the motion, and I do not care what the
result may be.

M,%r. MONEY (Bunbury) [8.28] : During
the last election, so far as I am aware, every
candidate in my constituency was in favour of
reducing the numiber of members of Parlia-
mnt. f was one of the m. I was speaking
then as one of the people; I am speaking now
as a Member of the House, and I am still of
opinion that we could do with fewer members
of Parliaument. Mly election pledges in this
regard and, in fact, 01] any other question of
Parliamentary reform, will be carried out, as
far as lies in my power, I do not know exactly
about the nuombers mentioned in the motion,
but in the absence of any amendment, I will
support the motion.

IMr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.29]: I was
very pleased to hear the high note of sincerity
struck by the member for Katanning It has
been popular for soimc time that people outside
of Parliament should belittle Parliament. Ap-
parently it is now becoming the custom inside
the ]louse also to belittle Parliament.

Mr. Thom~son: 1 did not belittle it. All I
did-

Mr. SPEA (ER: Order! The hon member
has spoken.

'Mr. LAMBiERT: It is also popular at
Irtemint upon ev-ery platform in Western Aus-
tralia, and posaibly throughout Australia
itself, to favour reform in the political ma-
rhlincry of the country.

Hon. P. Collier: Who said this wins re-
forin?

Mr. LAME4ERT: [t is economnie reform.
Mr. Smith: It is retrenchment.
Mr. LAMBERT: I would urge members

to vote with the memiber for Katanning upon
this subject. In matters of aL popular nature,
coining before this House, particularly in
mnotions of anl abstract character carrying
with thenm a good deal of popular sympathy,
I fancy he has had a fair monopoly. To be
fair to ourselves, as well as to the country, it is
only reasonable that we too should claim a
fair proportion of that popularity, irrespec-
tive of whether the motion is likely to be car-
ried or not.

lion. P. Collier: Let us all be in it.
Mr. LAMBERtT: Let us all get up as one

furious bodly in Parliament. Speaking seri-
onusly, T venture to say the mnember for Katan-
ig knows, or should know, that it is prac-

tically impossible to carry this resolution into
effect, In the first plac. WesternL Australia
is a State of large dimensions. Per my part I
find miy own constituency quite big enough to
look after without having some other constit-
uency hooked on to it. I am also of opinion
that miembers of Parliament are low enough
paid at present.

'Mr. Thomson: We are not discussing that.
'Mr. SPEAKER: The lbon, member can dis-

cuss that question oa the nest motion.
Mr. LAMBERT: I only desire to deal in-

* oidpnrnhlv WWI tho mrnnn~ic.p Mids. nf thisq o,,pa-
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tiou. The hon. nmember knows, if fie knows
anything at all-

'Mr. Miusie: And that is doubtful.
.%r. LA'MBERT: That constitutional re-

form is required in our legislature. Possibly
our own constitution requires a great deal of
reconstruction, but certainly not on the lines
that will merely pander to the very selfish de-
mnands of an element which makes itself ap-
parent in every community, particularly at
election time. Whilst I ant just a desirous as
any other member of having constitutional re-
form, which will not only make for economy
huit efficiency as well, I will not, even at the
sacrifice of my seat in Parliament, pander to
that element. Time hon. nmember would have
bei better advised if he had gene en the lines
of reforming the Constitution in a direction
which is far- more necessary than. the one he
proposes. We have another branch of the
legislnture, which is a standing disgrace to the
intelligence of the people. It should not be
tolerated for one dlay.

Mr. Smith: It is a democratic House.
Mr. LAM BERT: It is particularly demno-

crotic. I will admnit that this House is pos-
sibly not as useful as it might be, and that
possibly, seine of its members are not as use-
ful as they might be, hut I do think they do
some little work for the money they receive
fromn the State. That is mnore than one can
say of a large proportion of the members of
another place. T should like to hear members
express a definite, logical, and] reasonable
opinion upon constitutional reform in that
direction. Thme people of Western Australia
arc ready for it. I have still sufficient faith
in thme people to believe that they dto not sub-
Serihe to pandering to the apparently popular
idea, which is generally put forward at elec-
tion tinme by men who have no knowledge of
Parliamest, of the work that has to be dlone,
or of the expense which has to be incurred ini
the representation of the people in Parlia-
int. It is to be regretted that members,
like the mnember for Bunbury and the niem-
her for Roebourne, are so ill advised as to
rush in without having the slightest know-
ledge, and upon the slightest pretext, and
promise almost anything when standing for
Parliament.

'Mr. Teesdale: I only made one promise
to my electors, and that wvas it.

'Mr. LA'MBEET: If the hon. member had
added a promise that hoe would not interrupt
in Parliament, he would be an ideal member.
M.Nany of these motions arise because of the
absence of knowledge on the part of the
people concerned of the expenses that are in-
volved in taking a seat in Parliament, and the
sacrifices that often have to be made by mnem-
bers, particularly those representing thme far
flung constituencies of the State, to get round
which requires much travelling and the ox-
penditure of a good deal of money. If mem-
bers were not so ready to make these pro-
mises, these barren, useless, and stupid
motions would not be brought forward.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.25): Although
I sympathise to a certain extent with the
motion I cannot support it at present.

Mr. Teesdale: You have to make up your
nki ni to-night.

Mr. ANGELO: In Western Australia and
possibly throughout the Commonwealth we
hanve too many politicians. In this State we
have one politician to about 4,000 inhabit-
ants. In the Commonwealth we have one to
about 6,000 inhabitants, but in England
there is only one politician to 45,000 inhab-
itaitts.

Hon R. H. Underwood (Honorary Min-
ister): How many are there in China?

Mr. ANGELO: In Ja&va with 36,000,000
people the whole of the legislature of that
wonderful place contains only five men.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Let us go to Java.
Mr. ANGELO: The present is not a

favourable opportunity for bringing a mat-
ter of this kind forward.

lion. P. Collier: The time is not oppor-
tune.

Mr. ANGELO: No, for this reason, if
nmembers will only look round the country
electorates they will find thart a great num-
ber of our people have conic to the cityr. The
wage earners of these fanmilies are away
fighting for them, and those who are left be-
hind find it cheaper to live. in the city. Later
on when the war is over, and the wage
earners return to their proper centres, and
the homes that are now vacant are filled
again, it will be a good opportunity to bring
forward this motion. At present I cannot
support it.

Mr. BROU7N (Heverley) [8.371: I support
the motion, because I have always been an
advocate for the reduction in the number of
members of Parliament. If the discussion
has done nothing else it has increased the
roll call of members of this Chamber very
considerably to-night. It is one of the few
occ-asions when I have seen a really large
number of members in their seats.

Mr. 'Munsie: Particularly on the Gov-
ernment side of the House.

Mr. BEOUN; They are all interested in
seeing what is going to happen, and if any-
thing shonld come about to deprive them of
their seats. In my opinion half the number
of members of Parliament could do the same
amount of work. The electorates would be
somewhat larger, but would be represented
by divisions instead of, uinder the present
method, by single electorates. If the num-
her of members is reduced to 30 we could
have the State divided into six divisions,
comprising a Goldfields division, metropoli-
tan division, a South-West and agricultural
division, a North-West division, and a sub-
urban division. If the people wore repre-
sented in this way under the proportional
representation system we should have every
class in the community represented in the
House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There would be a
nice representation from the metropolitan
area.

Mr. BROUK: There will he quite as much
representation as there is now. T consider
that would be the only method to adopt if
we brought about a reduction in the nunm-
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her of members. It is proposed to reduce
the number of members in the Legislative
Counc il.

Mr. Munsic: We could do without any
there.

Mr. BhIOUN: Tile Cost Of Parblmnt in
this State is somewhat excessive. In New
South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland the
members of the Councils are nominee mclii-
hers and receive no payment. In some in-
stances the members are there for life, and
in the ease of Victoria for six years. Here
we hove payment of members in both Chamn-
bers. As stated by the member for Cool-
gardie (Mfr. Lambert) there are members in
the Legislative Council who have very little
work to do, but receive the same remunera-
tion ats members of this Chanioer.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hor. member must
not deal with that point on this motion.

Mr. BROUN: Tn my opinion many mem-
hers of another place are not required, and
could be considerably reduced in number.
The representation of metropolitan electo-

rates is easy. Any member in the metropoli-
tan area can walk over his electorate before
breakfast. It is only anl appetiser for him
to do so-

Honl. W. C. Angwin: T would like you to
ti-y my electorate.

Mfr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. BROUN: In the ease of country elec-

torates it takes at least ten days of solid
travel to traverse them.

Mr. Lambert: It takes a fortnight.
Mr. BROUN: So far as I am concerned

I consider that I could equally well look
after two such electorates as I could look
after one, and the game thing must apply to
metropolitan members.

Mr. Hardwick: And say "good-morning''
to )thc sheep.

Mr. RROUfl{ If such a system were
adopted the number of members of Parlia-
ment could readily be reduced: So far as the
work inside the Chamber is concerned, if the
number of members was reduced by half the
work could be done as well, if not better
than, it is now being done. Many discus-
sions and much cross firing take place, which
lead to further discussion and to a consider-
able amount of time being taken up. Mem-
bers speak on almost every subject with th
result that hours are spent unnecessarily in
that way, and very little business is
done. If the number of member
was reduced it would avoid a good
deal of that, and save expenditure t
the State.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Why not wipe out the lot
on that wcore?

Air. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.421: T move
an amendment-

That all the words after ''House'' in the
second line be struck out and ''it is ex-
pedient to reduce the number of members
of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative
Council'' be inserted in lien.

The reason I desire to strike out
''that the time has flowi arrived''
I believe the time has not arrived.

the words
is because
As stated

by the member for Ulaseoyae (Mr. Angelo),
the abnormal conditions under which we are
living have displaced our electors. This must
be taken into consideration in deciding the
question on a population basis. The question
of area must also be taken into account. In
spite of what has been said to the contrary I
hold that any menmber "-ho desires to retain
his seat in a country electorate must attend
to every portion of it. It is with the greatest
possible difficulty that T can cover liy elec-
torate during the year. I was one of those
who promised to work for a reduction in the
number of members in 'the Legislative As-
sembly.

Mr. O'teghlen: I know three people who
voted for you onl that swore, and the majority
was two.

Mr. PICKERINfJ: I an' quite of the
opinion that there is room, for reduction, hut

Iam not prepared to say that the House is at
this monient in a position to declaic that 15
represents the right reduction. Whether the
nuniber is 15, 20, or fonr, is a question which
should lie decided by a proper authority, and
not or a motion submitted by the member for
Ratanning. No doubt the member for itatan-
fling has proposed this in the hope of gaining
popularity. As stated by the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lanmbert), the hon. member
knows very well that there is no possible hope
of the motion being carried in its present
form. But at least he will gain, by moving it,
the kudos after which hie is seeking.

Air. Thomson: You ought to talk like that.
Mr. PICKERTNO: Whilst quite prepared

to support any reasonable proposition sub-
'imitted at the proper time to this House, I
must ask holl. niembers to support my en-
tirely reasonable amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any seconder to
the amendment?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Porrest) [9.47]: 1
second the amendment.

ll. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.48]: It is
a rather notable fact that the support for this
proposal has come mainly from the new mem-
bers of the House. Each one in turn has testi-
fied that hie was only endeavouring to give
effect to a pre-election pledge. I entirety absolve
those hon. members from any blame in this
connection, because we knowv that a mail, when
first seeking Parliamentary hionours, is wont
to emit promises of this nature. Unquestion-
ably there is a certain section of the community
always prepared, on any and every occasion,
to belittle Parliament and all its works. I am
not now referring to members of Parliament.
The section I refer to can best give effect to
their desire by, in some eases, urging a reduc-
tion in the number of members, by, in other
cases, urging reduction of members' emolu-
ments, and generally by advocating that this
institution be stripped of its power and in-
fluence and dignity. Our new members, with
the very best of intentions-seeing that the
ob~ject they had in mind was the attninnment of
a seat in this Chamber-sought to capture as
nmany as possible of the votes of that section.
New candidates, I repeat, are apt to give ex-
pression to such pledges as we have heard of
this evening. Looking at the matter strictly
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oa its merits, I must say that no ease whatever
has been wade out-not even an attempt at a
case, having regard to the general weliare oi
this State-by the mover of thle motion or its
supporters.

lion. R?. ]1. Underwood (Hnuorary Minis-
ter): But it a good ease nere put upl, tite
motion might be carried.

lion. P. COLLIER: There may be comething
it that. What is the cals which has been put
Lip! First of all, the mover relics upon a comn-
parision between the number of members of
lParliament lhere and thte numbers in the East-
ern States' Parliaments. That of itself means
nothing at all. There is no reason why we
shiould followv a course which would bring us
into line, as regards representation, with the
Eastera States of the Commonwealth. But,
besides that, the mover failed entirely to take
into account many matters of vital importance
-matters ot comparison as to area of the coun-
try, d[easity or sparsity of population, and other
factors of prime importance in determining thle
representation of the people in Parliament.
The mover having mades no reference whatever
to those aspects of the question, the comparison
hie drew is, to lay mind, of very little value
indeed. The only other reason advanced in
supj.ort of thle motion was that the proposal
would effect a saving of about £7,500 per
annum. lDoes tile ,never contend that the pro-
posal is justified upon the sole ground that its
Adoption aould reduce the Treasurer's worries
to the insignificant extent of £7,500 annually?
Why, that is a litcre drop in the ocean of our
financial difficulties. Front that point of view
the proposal is not worth a moment's considera-
tion. It might prove a case of putting a drop
in the bucket onl the one hand, andl letting out
a jugful oil the other. I am surprised, too, to
observe that the motion has obtained support
from all the members of the Country party, or
at all events, front all members of that party
who have spoken. Indeed, the motion has re-
ceived its main suprort from Country menmbers.
But do not those bon. members realise that if
effect he given to this motion, and the number
of members of this House is reduiced by 15,
those 15 must, on the present basis of our re-
distribution of seats, conme entirely off the ilia-
triets represented by Country party members
and by goldfields members?

Mr. Thomson: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: But yes. Tf we take the

number of electors in the 50 different seats, wie
shall find that, in order to reduce the seats to
.85, and still retain anything like equitable re-
presentation, representation equitable with re-
gard to equal political power no matter where
an elector may reside, anything approaching
equitable representation, it would be absolutely
essential to cut out all those 15 members from
mining and agricultural constituencies. There
is no question abonut that.

The Minister for Mfines: And from the North-
West.

IRon. P. COLLIER:, Yes. From the outback
(istrictsi generally. The metropolitan districts,
fromt Guildford to Fremantle, Would Dot suffer
a reduction of even one member. Tt is the
country and the mining districts that would
have to suffer, Do our friends of the Country
farty consider that that would be a good thing

for the State? Would they call it a measure of
reform to double-in many eases it wouid be
that-the areas of our agricultural and out-
back electorates?

Mr. Thomson: [t would apply in thle metro.
politan area, too.

HIon. P. COLLIER: The lion. rmember is talk-
ing nonsense. Thle people of this country wilt
never agree to a redistribution of seats in this
House unless it is on something like anl equit-
able basis. No redistribution would go through
on to-dlay's basis, with metropolitan seats of
7,000 or 8,000 electors and some outback seats
of 700 or 800 electors.

Mr. Thomson: Why not have proportional
representation?

lion. P. COLLIER: Proportional representa-
tion even enhances the weight of my argument.
Onl a proportional representation basis the bon.
member would not secure greater representa-
tion for the country districts than for the
metropolitan districts; in fact, niot so Much.
We have not proportional representation now,
bilt in order to attain anything like proportional
representation there would have to be a con-
siderable reduction in the number of members
representing country and outback districts. An
examination of the numbers of electors in the
various constituencies will reveal that fact to
any member at a glance. Tt is quite apparent.
Is that what our friends of the Couatry party
want?

Mr. Thomson: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: But that is what thle

effect would be. Under a proposal of this kind,
it is the producing districts that would suffer.

Mr. Thomson: That would be for this House
to decide.

Hort. P. COLLIER: Of course; but neither
this House nor any other House, neither
the people of this country nor the people
of any other country, will go back so far onl the
democraitic principle of approximately equal
representation as to leave to the agricultural
and mining districts their present representa-
tion on the figures as they are now. Tile
bon. member must know perfectly well that
the only effect of his motion could be to re-
duce the standing and influence in this House
of this portion of this State, namely,
the agricultural and the mining districts,
representing the life blood of the corn-
munity. With all 'due respect to city miem-
bers, it is not the congested metropolitan
districts that are carrying on the industrial
and commercial life of our community, buJ
the producing portions 'of the State, Be repre-
sented by members fronm agricultural and in.i
ig districts. The last redistribution of seats
took place in 1H0M, and the Parliament of
the day considered that a fair and reasonable
number of Assembly members to attend to the
Parliamtentary 'duties of thin country was 50;
and at tthat period our total population numl-
bered 225,000. The Parliament of that day
considered that 'a total population of, in
round numbers, 225,000, would not be over-
represented by .50 Assembly members. To-
day onr population is 325,000, showing an
increase of 100,000; anid yet 'mnenmbers to-day
contend that we can go back from 50 members
of this Assembly ?to 35. Tf there was any
justification whatever in'1903 for 50 members,
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surely it stands after an increase of popula-
tion by no less than 100,000 during the in-
tervening period.

Mr. Smith: We could afford 50 members
then.

Hfon. P. COLLIER: The difference in cost
is 7represented by £7,O0tu annually. That
amount can be swallowed up in one day hy
a jami factory.

Mr. Smith: But we must make a start some
time.

lion. P. COLLIER: Are we stamting in a
direction that is going to be of any value by
reducing the nunmber of mucmnbersW A 'saving
in the expenditore of £E7,500 a year does -not
necessarily miean reform. The lion. member
described it as reform. There is no justifica-
tion for saying it is reformn; nt may be quite
the contrary. it cannot be genuine reform at
all, and we do know that the success and pro-
gress and the development of this country de-
pends absolutely and entirely upon the mea-
sure of help and assistance that is afforded
through the primary industries of ithis State,
umining, agriculture, and timber, and all are
in the outlying portions of the country. No
matter how willing to work the wember for
Beverley and others may be, we who repre-
sent the country constituencies know that 'it
is not possible, with satisfaction to the elec-
tors, dto represent areas double the size of
those they represent to-day. It cannot be
done. There are districts on the goldfields
and in the agricultural portions of the State
as 'well which require a whole fortnight or
even more Ito traverse.

The Colonial Treasurer: I have nearly
400 miles of railway travelling in my edee-
rate.

flon. P. COLLIER: Where there are in-
numerable small scattered hamlets lion, miemi-
bers know that it is impossible to keel) an
fait with the requirementsL of the people by
correspondence; it is necessary to visit them
occasionally and those visits cannea be satis-
factorily carried out if we are going to in-
crease the areas over which members will
have to travel. In view ef those facts, and
that it is recognised that nothing should be
done in this critical period of our history to
give a set-back to tme development of agricul-
ture, mining, and other producing portions of
the State, 'we shonld not take the retrograde
step of reducing the number of members.
There is also another aspect. We are facing
at the present time thc moat critical period of
our history in regard to our relaltionship with
the Commonwealth. If hon. members desire to
see unification brought about, if they are wil-
ling to submit to control by government or
administration from Melbourne, they will, of
course, take all the steps necessairy to reduce
the power and influence of the State Parlia-
ment. With the times that are immnediately
ahead of ns and the fight we shall probably
have with the Federal Treasurer with regard
to our financial position in 1920, and indeed
the many problems and difficulties which exist
now and which may arise from time to time,
will any hon. member say that the Parliament
of Western Australia should proceed to reduce
its numbers, and consequently reduce itself in
status, strength, and intellect in the aggre-

gatel WiUl anyone say that such a reduced
Parliament will be better able to stand up
against a centralising and unifying influence
than a Parliament composed of 80 members?

Mr. Thomson; What greater power than 35
would 50 have? None at all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Does not a reduced
numiber moan weakness at any time? floes
the hon. memiber mean, to tell me that 35 men
on a battlefield would be expected to exercise
the same strength and fighting power as 501

I-on. F. E, S, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): And of what use are our six memibers in
the Federal House?

Hon. P. COLLIER: None dt all.
Mr. Smith: Let us separate.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That is another ques-

tion. But by reducing the number of inemn-
hers, reducing our salaries, and reducing our
status, is not the way fo combat the central-
!ing influence that is abroad in the Comn-
nionwealth to-day. I think it would be a
false step, and 1 am certain that to
reduce our numbers would have the effect of
weakening our influence anti power. So far
as the great North-West of the State is con-
erne-d1 it has been pointed out to us over
and over again that that great portion of the
Compron wealth is languishing for develop-
went. It has been contended that develop-
inent has not resulted on account of the fact
tha~t the majority of members Who have con-
stituted thme Parliament of Western Australia
are unacquainted with its great potentialities.
Now, if we reduce, the number of members, we
must inevitably cut down the North-West re-
presentation. We cannot have 35 members in
the Assembly and four of them representing
the great North-West. In the past, Parlia-
mnent has been iriling to extend to the north-
western portion of the State what might be
described] as special representation according
to nunibers, because it has always been felt
to he a good thing for the State that the
North-West should be so represented. If, how-
ever, we are going to reduce our numbers.
that condition of things cannot continue, aind
the representation of the North-West will
have to come down with that of the other
outlying portions of the State. Therefore,
from whatever aspect we may view it, the
proposal is a retrograde one. In British comn-
munities the question of area has always been
the determining factor in the representation
in Parliament. We know that Western Aus-
tralia is the biggest State of the Common-
wealth; it is almost one-third of Austrnlia,
and it is absurd to wake a comparison be-
tween this State and Tasmania, or even a
small closely settled State like Victoria. A
comparison of that description is of iin nie
whatever in deciding a matter of this kind.

Mr. Thomson: There is a Mig dlifference in
the representation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The State of Tasmania
could be put into one little corner of Western
Australia, that corner between Bunburv, Bus-
Felton, and Albany.

lHon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter). And we would never know it was there.

Hon. P. COLLtER: To make a comparison
between the great areas of this State. with its
scattered population with Tasmania. is utterly
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ridiculous. The same thing applies to Vic-
toria, and to a lesser extent to New South
WVales, and perhaps to a still lesser extent to
Queensland. In these times of crises and diffi-
culties it is, if I may use the term without
beinag offensive, a school-boy method of reform
to suggest anything like that contained in the
lion, member's motion. We are faced with
the greatest problems and difficulties the State
has ever been confronted with, and the lion.
member waz~ts us to reduce our ntuml'trs ;n
.Parliament, so as to be better able to cope
with those difficulties.

Mr. Draper: They never have a 'working
majority in Tasmania.

lon. P. COLLIER: We are to save £7,500
a year and all our difficulties will be solvc,l!
With all due respect to the lion. member who
submitted the motion, this is a proposal which
perhaps would appeal to men who have not
given much thought to the question. If when
Western Australia with a population of
100,000 less than it has to-day considered it
wise to have 50 members in the Legislative
Assembly, the argument is doubly strong to-
day fur imot reducing that number. After all,
there is a minimum beyond3 which it is not
sound business or common sense to go. One
cannot have representation on a uniform basis
according to population, or make comparisons
between Western Australian and the number
of members of Parliament in England or the
number of electors represented by members in
England, or even Victoria or New South
Wales. Such comparisons are valueless.

Mr. Money: We have the Federal members
as well.

Ron. P. COLLIER: That is an entirely dif-
ferent proposition. Federal members only
deal with a few big questions. We have a
hundred and one sub-jects which are intimately
associated with the daily life and welfare of
the e'tizens of this community which have to
be attended to by the State Parliament. T
umight be prepared to say something in favour
of unification if we increased the number of
our local Parliaments-if we had more local
self-government, but that is an entirely dif-
ferent proposition. The member for Katan-
fling is not getting along towards that condi-
tion of things by moving the motion he has
submitted. He could reduce the number of
members to a dozen, but he would be no nearer
his ideal. Tf we view the matter in the right
way. that is in the interests of the welfare
of the State generally, I feel satisfied lion.
memtbers will reject the motion.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [9.131: 1 desire to
congratulate the member for Katonning on
bringing forward this motion. T will certainly
be castigated for supporting it, but I recog-
nise this fact, that in the last redistribution
of seats, as mentioned by the leader of the
Opposition, Parliament itself decided what
would he a fair number of members, and 50
was the number fixed upon to meet the re-
quirements.

Hon. P. Collier: And they were not fools.
Mr. 'BROWN:- Possibly they were wise

people, but it is just one of those things that
menmhers of Parliament themselves decide. It
is difficult to say what should be the proper
number of members of Parliament according

to the population or e'-en to area& There is
one guide which we have in regard to repre-
sentation, and that is the Federal Constitu-
tion, which decided by convention that III
mnembersi of Parliament would be sufficient to
govern the Australian Commonwealth. That
only affected, as was pointed out, certain de-
partmnentsi, but in view of the fact that these
departments were practically the main depart-
ments in the Comnnonwealth and in the States,
it also proves that there was a sufficiency in
that Parlisament.

The Colonial Treasurer: They were the
main revenue departments.

Mr. BROW-N: With regard to Western
Australia, u-c have an area of 975.000 square
miles, and we have a population of 320,000.
The result is that we have representation
which is altogether improper so far as its
value is concerned. In South Australia they
have 380,000 square niiles of country, with
479,890 of population. 46 members in the As-
semibly anil 20 in the Upper House.

The Colonial Treasurer: In South Aus-
tralia the number of members has recently
been iucreased.

Mr. BlROWN: It may have been so within a
month or two, but until quite recently they
were able to carry on satisfactorily with the
numbers I have mentioned; and, seeing that
our population is 100,000 fewer, I think there
are reasonable grounds for a reduction in our
numbher of members of Parliament. It has
been said that people outside of Parliament
show an inclination to belittle Parliament. I
do not believe that. I think it is that people
outside realise that a Parliament of too many
members represents a loss to the country. The
only way in which it would be possible to
satisfactorily learn the views of the people in
regard to the number of menibers of Parlia-
ment, would be by a referendum.

Mr. M~unsie: Why not hold a referendum
on the question of the abolition of another
placeI

Mr. 'BROWN: I would agree to a refer-
endumi on any such question of Parliamentary
reform; but we are not discussing that now.
In regard to the number of members of Par-
liament, one difficulty is due to the fact that
the electors are prone to pester members with
a view to getting their sons and daughters
into the public service. This tendency leads
to the over-staffing of our public service.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: To enter the public
service it is necessary to pass an exam-ination.

Hon, P. Collier: N o country ia the world
is freer from that influence than is Western
Australia, Our Public Service Act is directly
opposed to it.

Mr. BROWN: Despite all the safeguardls
tbere is a constant agitation amongst the
electors to get members of their family into
good positions in the public service. In pro-
portion to population we have too large a
public service, and if we bad fewer members
of Parliament I am convinced that we should
have a smaller public service. Even if the
motion is not carried it will do good, for it
will serve to draw public attention to the
question.

Thme PREMIER (Hon. H., B. Lefroy-
Moore) [9.181: I do not know why the mover
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of the motion should have mande use of the
word ''expedient,' which lmeans that it is
proper under the circumstances. It seems
the lion. member declared to his electors that
lie was in favour of reducing the number of
mtembers of Par-liamnent, and( therefore hie finds
it is expedient to do so. Ile did not advance
aily good argument in favour of the motion,
bmut simply told the Rouse that he and certain
other members had informed their constitu-
ents onl the hustings that they were in favour
of reducing the number of members.

.Mr. Lamnbert; That is not an argument for
it.

The PRjEM IEFR: No, it is not. This is a
question which lion. members would do well
to seriously consider, for lion. members are
better able to (lea] with, it than are people out-
side of Parliament. When Responsible Gov-
emnient was granted to Western Australia
and the first Constitution Act was passed in
1 899, the Home Government permitted this
State to have .30 members in the Assembly and
1.3 in tile Council. At that time the popula-
tioi. was fewer than 40,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Where was tme population
basis then?

The PREMIR: In 1899 an amendment of
the Constitution Act "-as passed prodiding for
50 umemnbers of the Assembly and 30 members
of the Council. The Bill received the Royal
Assent in 1900, and( the elections of 1901 were
held under the anmended Cointitution, and for
the first time 50 members were returned to

.this House. I ant quite sure that when the
amending Act was passed in 1899 there could
not have been mlore thani 200,000 people in
Western Australia.

Hont. P. Collier: ]In 1899 tlmo 1 opulation of
the State was 170,000.

'[he PREI FIR: So, when we hadl 170,000
of a population, it was considered that the
State "-as entitled to .50 maembers in the As-
senibly. Have circumstances so changed that
now, when we have a population of 320,000,
it is expedient to reduce the number of mn-
hers? I am surprised that the motion should
lhave come front a muenmher representing a coun-
try district and that it should have met with
so much approval from country members; be-
cause there is not the slightest doubt that if it
wvere agreed to reduce the number of members,
tider a re-distribution of seats the country
people would be the people to suffer most.
When the population is centralising so much
in our cities, there is not the slightest doubt
that the country people would be absolutely
swamped by the town representatives.

Mr. Thomson: 'Not if the Hfouse decided
otherwise.

The PREMIER: T think it is not at all ex-
pedient that the number of members should
lie reduced. Oil the contrary, I think that
unader the circumstances Y have mentioned it
is most inexpedient that we should decrease
the number of nmembers of Parliament. I
desire economy in every possible way, but I
do not thinkc it would ble economy to reduce
the members of Parliament, as some people
outside the House seem to imagine. We have
an enormous territory, representing one-third
of Australia, and I am sure bon. members find

it cliflieult enough as it is to properly repre-
sentt time electorates for which they have beeni
returned. I know that for a inan of my age
it mieans a great physical effort to contest an
Assemubly electorate in the country. One has
to travel night and dlay, and generally in most
uncomfortable circunmstances. I am sure the
member for IHanowun (Holt. T. Walker)

agrees with me there. He and J are much of
;in age, and I am sure that, like me, be finds
it a physical effort to contest his electorate.

Hon. P. Collier: And such a member can
only visit his electorate once a year, because of
its size and its distance from the City.

The PREMIER: It is a ,nere bogey to say
that the representation in this Rouse is too
great. It is necessary for the good govern-
mtent of the country that not only the people,
but the different interests in the country,
shoulhd be properly represented here. If we
reduce tile number- of our members, we shalt
certainly reduce the benefit.% which are de-
rived by those engaged in the different inter-
ests in the country, benefits derived from their
representation in this House.

Hell. P. Collier: And they never needed full
representation imore than now.

The PREMIEFR: One of the greatest argu-
menits against a reduction of members at
the presenit time is to be found in the fact
that, 20 years ago, on a population of 170,000
people, it was thought necessary to have 590
mtembers in the Assembly and 30 in the Gout,-
eil. Now, when the population has beea well
nigh doubled, it is proposed that there should
hie a reduction in the number of members.
The fart that we have federated is no logical
reason for decreasing the number of members;
iii fact it is a very solid reason for retaining
our- present numbers, if only to protect the
interests of the State. r have never frome the
hustings given it as my opinion that the nunm-
her of mlembers of Parliament should be re-
duced. Apart fromn the mere saving in sal-
aries, the country wvould in no way gain by
suchi reduction. It would be a retrograde
movement of very great disadvantage to the
people themselves and to the interests of the
State. Opinions regarding such questions are
to he heard from hypercritical people outside
the House who, perhaps, have not thoroughly
examined the question. I believe it will be
very much better to leave the number of mem-
bers as at present, if only in the interests of
those whom, T am so anxious to see protected,
mnd whom T rely upon to net tip to the motto
T hlave gi-en to the State, namely, ''Produce,
prodluce, produce.)'

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [9029]
There can be no question that there are in
evidence symptoms of-I was going to say
the moribund. There are those who rise in
their places here in the expectation of earn-
ing acclamation from tile public, but who
ale really delivering their own funeral ora-
tions in the Assembly.

Mr. Thomson: You ought to be glad of
that.

Ron. T. WALKER: Why should I he
glad of it? I cannot understand the atti-
tude of mind towards a great institution,
one which has grown up in history to such
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a great height, on the part of those members
who now wish in every possible way to be-
little it, to degrade it, to say that everything
that is uttered at street corners of it is
true, that the bulk of the legislators are
loafers, that they are not wanted, can be
done without, and are of 110 service to the
country, that they are supernumeraries and
that we can well spare all of them. That is
the attitude assumed by the member for
Kataning (Mr. Thomson), and those who
have spoken with him. If tlhat is their view
I do not wonder that the spirit is abroad in
the public mind that this institution, and the
whole of Parliament in fact, is a fifth wheel
to tile coach of government and of no
valne whatsoever. I do not wonder that
the cry in almost every electorate is so
strong that few can resist it. It is echoed
everywhere that State Parliaments should be
abolished. There is a positive move in the
mind of the public in that direction. The
public arc justified in forming the opinion
that we are a useless body when we have to
listen to speeches in this Chamber of the
character and calibre of those we have heard
to- night.

Mr. Harrison: Not all of them.
Hon. T. WALKER: True, not quite all.
Hon. F. R. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis.

ter): Are you referring to the speech of the
leader of the Opposition, which I thought
was quite a good onet

Ron. T. WALKER: I am speaking of
those who advocate this reduction. This is
not a new thing? I have been in a good
many Parliaments, as T think you, Sir, have.
I guarantee that if you, SirI could speak
from the floor of the House in contribution
to this debate, you would tell those who are
here that there has not been a Parliament
that you have been in-certainly there is not
one that I have been in-in which you have
not heard this resolution brought forward
by some new fledgling legislator climbing "ip
the ladder of fame, as he hoped, and prepar-
ing for his, downfall to the pit of oblivion.
We have all heard it. It is the stock way of
attracting popular attention, and catering
for the popular ignorance of the value and
necessity of institutions of this kind. Always
that thing is done.

Mr. Thomson: Arc you speaking to the
alinendmnent?

Hon. T. WALKER: I am speaking to the
subject generally. There is little difference
between the amendment and the motion, ex-
cept that the motion pretends to define pre-
cisely how many legislators can run this
country. Why 35 should be specified T do
not know. The hon. member presumes to
tell us just how many members can run the
affairs of this country. We know from ex-
perience that the smaller the body of those
entrusted with power the more likelihood
there is for selfishness, and selected inter-
ests, and clique power to assert themselves.
There is safety in multitudes. With a large
body one is likely to have correctives, bal-
aneings, criticisms, and adjustments, which
preserve the general character of the insti-

tution. Let there be a few, and there is
bound to be distinctive class interests as-
serting themselves and a powerful clique
having absolute control. That is a danger in
the government of any country. Besides this
there is always a degeneration in the intellec-
tual capacity, even in the favoured able few,
when there are small numbers coming into
coiiflict or contact or exchanging criticisms.
TPhe greatness of the statesmen in the Birit-
ish Empire is due to the fact that there is
a consciousness that the greatcst effort of
mlind must be made to reach, to lead
and~ to surpass the critics who are
everlastingly finding fault o', suggesting
rival methods of government. It would be
impossible in a clique of five or six to create
the statesmen who have built up the history of
England. There must be the numbers, there
must be the stimulus of rival intellects, and
there must be the magnetism and the intel-
lectual force, the psychological influence of
present ability, in order to bring out true great-
ness of mind. Let us suppose we had a Parlia-
ment constituted by the little Country party
that nestles so snugly on the Cross benches.
Where would the great national policy be
found? Even in regard to the extirpation of
rabbits, a little scheme like that is bungled tip
by them and its value is destroyed.

Mr. Harrison: T thought you were all inter-
ested in rabbits.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly we are.
Mr. Pickering: That is not fair to the Coun-

try party.
Hlon. P. Collier: It is only that section which

is supporting this motion.
Hon. T. WALKER: I am giving that as an

illustration. Where would be the wealth, the
future greatness, the grandeur, and the build-
ing up of this country if they were left to the
little nest of members I see before me? Where
would be the stimulus of mind, the promptings
of genius, and the alertness that come from the
everlasting probing of keen and concentrative
minds? They could not furnishi the stimulus
themselves, for they would die of inertia. Tt is
only by the stimulus that is received from
opposites and contrasts, that one gets the
quickening that illumines and leads.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Min-
ister): A sedative comes in sometimes, but one
does not want to be stimulated all the time.

R on. T. WALKER: I admit that with nun-
hers we find those who pull us back and those
who puish us on.

Mtr. Thomson: To carry out your argument
you should have more representation in order
to get effective legislation.

Hfon. T. WALKER: That would give us a
better choice and an improved chance of get-
ting effective legislation. We want number-
to pick from. It is purely an accident, of
course, that we occasionally get men here such
as we find in the mover of this motion. Give
us a choice, a wider range, and the greater
chnne will this country have of being well
served.

Mr. Thomson: -That is why you people started
the selection ballot.

Ron. P. Collier: It is not long since your
party did so.
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Mr, Thomson., I never did so.
H1on. P. Collier: What about your selection

of Mr. Hedges?
lion. T. WALKER: There may be evils ais

well as benefits ia that, but we still want the
choice and to be able to make the best possible
select ion.

MNr. Thomson: I hope you will always carry
that into effect.

Hon. T. WALKER: I desire it.
Mr. Thomson: You do not always do it.
Hon. T. WALKER: We have to be limited

by the imnperfections of our individual selves
nndl our surrouindings. That is the grave dan-
ger. A limitation in numbers must lead to-
t am using an Americanism-a getateble clique.
By having larger numbers, however, we pro-
Nerve ourselves from the influences of wire pul-
lers, and controlling influnces from outside.

Mr, Harrison: The larger numbers are on
this side.

Non. T. WALKER: T know. 'In the minds
of the pnblie there is growing a spirit of litter
disgust in parliamentary institutions. That
spirit is exhibited almost perpetually in thle
Press and on every platform. In every puhlic
gathering we hear Parliament sneered at.

Mr, Harrison -.Has there been arty reason for it?
Hon. T. WALKER:- Undoubtedly. The reason

is found in speeches such as we have heard to-
night. It is also found in the admission that
these institutions are of no via, that the ser-
vices rendered are an unnecessary cost to the
community, and that members cannot contribute
the value of their allowances in their services to
the State. Admissions of that kind are quite
sufficient to degrade us. I we have a small
opinion of ourselves and belittle ourselves in
our own institutions what can we expect of the
pnhlic ? They must adjudge us by our estimate
of ourselves and they say we are of no value.
A spirit is growing tip in the community that
-would sweep us away to-mnorrow if the power
existed to do so.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the institution.
Hon. P. WALKER:. I mean the institution.

This institution is doomed, if we are to take the
popular opinion regarding us at the present
juncture.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
Yen are wrong.

Hon. T. WALKER:t I am not wrong.
Hon. B.. 1-. Underwood (Honorary M1inister]:-

A man can always respect Parliament and win
his seat as well.

Hon. T. WALKER: I know, and it is what
we ought to do and what I desire to have clone.
I want to see hon. members respect this insti-
tuition.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
So do I.

Hon. T. WALKER: 'lot only on account of
its historical associations but because of the
genuine good it can do if it be a Parliament. If
it be an institution where the popular will be
represented, properly filtering through the repre-
sentatives of the House and becoming matured
alone by the process of responsible Government,
where the sensitive Government refuses for a
moment to be driven or to bargain for their policy,
but have the ability to lay down a policy and
stand or fail by it, when the people can respect
the sentsitive honour of its statesmen and swear
by their honesty of purpose, then the people can

honour the institution ; then we shall (lad the
galleries crowded by these who come to hear
their spokesmen. Now no one cares what tran-
spires here -,no one takes an interest in what we
are doing. It is because we are departing from
the old traditions. We have not responsible
Government but government by bargaining,
government by selling our policy for the purpose
of support, swapping and bargaining for tenure

of office.
Hon. R. 11. Underwood (Hfonorary Minister):

Yea ~say if we have the numbers there is no bar-
gaining.

Hen, T. WALKER: With numbers there is
less. There cannot be bargaining with all. The
bargaining increases as the number lessens.
There becomes less safety. The difficulty is
now through the amalgamation owing to the
abnormality of the times, the amalgamation of
alleged different parties. They are able to come
to termns and (t0 come to termes, and we have not
Government as a Parliament, but a Government
of cliques in this very Assembly itself, an evil
that would enormously increase if we were to
diminish the number of representatives of the
people. But there is moore than that. We are
under a shadow at this vent moment. Time
was when we thought we were a sovereign State,
when His Excellency was the representative of
His Majesty, and spoke, as it were, in his name;
when we had the full consciousness Of our own
destiny, when we had in view the building up of
a great country without interference from with-
out. At the present day the hands, I was going
to say the tentacles, of the octopus are over us;
we are no longer capable of governing as a
sovereign state ; the sovereign hand is over us.
The Commonwealth is taking eli our vital. re-
sources in its grasp and leaving u~s to struggle
in its coils. We are not self-governing as we
were, for at event itep we are governing for
another, an outside power, and we are restrained
and limited in thoseo spheres of action which Once
were peculiarly our own, and which we held to
have a sovereignty over.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary MXinister):
Almost helpless.

Ron. T. WALKER:- We are indeed almost
helpless. Let mu tell members a, great struggle
is coming.

Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary M1inister):
You are spoiling it.

Hen. T. WALKER: I cannot help it. I am
saying what is absolutely true. We are facing
a grave issue at no distant date, the issue whether
we are to be a sovereign State or whether we
are to be a subject of a governing body in another
portion of the Commonwealth ; whether we are
to maintain our rights as citizens of Western
Australia, free and unfettered, or whether we
are to be the subjects of the Commonwealth
Governmlent subservient merely to the whim of
centralised power, incapable of exercising the
discretion that is necessary for the development
of our resources. This is the question. As thle
leader of the Opposition has said, that fight needs
every bright mind of the community. That
struggle that is coming on us, the struggle which
we shall have to engage in if we are to develop
this part of Australia, if every indlustry, every
avenue of wealth is not to sweep to the eastward:,
if we are to build up a, great people here in the ter-
ritory that is covered by the boundaries of Western
Australia ; if we are to do that, then there is a
great struggle not far distant ahead of us. And
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every mind and power and intellect is required
in that struggle, and if we are going, metaphor-
ically speaking, to emasculate ourselves, to be-
little and weaken and despoil ourselves to take
away every nerve, every fibre that we have within
us, if in the faew of the danger we are to paralyse
ourselves, then we know what the issue will be.
There will be no Parliament a few years hence.
We shall not need resolutions of this kind becaume
we shall be governed by deputies nominated from
the far east. We shall have a simple repetition
of shire councils and municipal councils dotted
throughout the country. We shall be without
that local zeal that takes an interest in the de-
velopment of every spot we love in Western
Australia-without that zeal for the development
of that portion which we labour for. In other
words we shall have a distant Government carry-
ing out details through official acts. We shall be
governed by officialism instead of patriotism

government by those directed from abroad instead
of by patriots actuated by a honest desire to
make this part of Western Australia the brightest
ornament and in every way the most desirable
of all the sovereign states of this groat compact
we call the Commonwealth. 1f we want to make
homes for our children, to win the thanks of pos-
terity and emblazon forever on our escutcheon
an honourable and dignified name, then increase
rather than decrease our local power ;do not
belittle the institution that hs built us up to
our present standard nor lessen that power which
was entrusted to us by the people for the control
of the destinies of our future.

.%Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [0 -55]: 1 have listened
with a great deal of attention to the speeches
which have been delivered and I cannot support
in tote the amendment, and I certainly cannot
support the motion. I cannot support the amend-
ment for the reason that this is no time for a re-
distribution of seats, not during the time of war.
It would be a disadvantage to certain portions of
the State that have decreased in population that
a redistribution of seats should take place during
the time of war. The more experience Nye have
of our electorates, the more personal knowledge
we have of our electors, the more a member knows
of his locality, the better for this Assembly. One
reason why we do not get the sympathetic treat-
ment we ought to get from the Federal Govern-
ment is because Federal members know so
little of Western Australia and what it contains.
They do not know our mineral wealth, our tiznbcr
wealth, our agricultural wealth, or anything at
all about us. Many visitors from the Eastern
States are entirely surprised w-hen they travel
through our State and through particular centres.
We are to-day almost in a pioneering condition
and if we lose members shell we get the results
we aim for, shall we get that concentrated energy
to stimulate our industries ? Shall we attain
the end in a quicker way in reducing the number
of members, and thereby reducing the cost by
perhaps £7,000 per annum ? I think that is no
enomy. I guarantee to say that there is not

a member representing country districts or mining
districts who could not putl more than double
his time in the particular electorate he represents
for the good of the House and the State, by getting
more in touch with the particular developments
of the electorate which he represents. I for my
part cannot give a vote for a reduction of the
number of members that we have at present in
the House. The leader of the Opposition- has
given us particulars, and I agree w-ith him in wvhat

he said as to country districts and the primary
industries of the State. If we have a reduction
of members we w~ill get it in those centres if we go
on the actual basis of population. We have to
consider the North-West, and what it brings to,
the State, what the vast resources of that territory
are. It is not only the population but the resour-
fles of the State that have to be considered. Tf we do
deprive the North-West of representation we shall
not know the condition of the various centres and
if we have not that intimate knowledge from the
various members representing those electorates,
we cannot get a clear focus of what should be done
for any particular electorate, and I say again
the more knowledge we have of the various
electorates the better it wvill be for the Government
of the State and also the electors whlo are re-
presented in this Chamber.

IMr. M1ALEY (Greenough) (10-01: I move- -

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. SPEAKER: There being no seconder, the
motion lapses.

Mr. TROY (24t. M~agnet) (10-I]1: If the member
for Greenough does not wish to continue the
debate, I have a fewv words to say, and I desire
now to give notice of a further amendment which
I intend to move. I understand the amendment
already proposed by the member for Sussex OMr.
Pickering) is to strike out certain words for the
purpose of inserting, "It is expedient that the
number of members be reduced.' If that amend-
ment applied to Parliament a a whole, I would have
no objection, although in my own amendment
I shall state very definitely where I require the
number to be reduced. My wish is that the House
should give a clear expression, of opinion on a
matter which deeply concerns the people of this
country. My amendment will be that all the
words after "arrived,' in Line 2, he struck out,
with a view to the insertion of the following words,
" in order to secure true democratic representation,
the Constitution Act be amended to provide for
the election of one House of Parliament, elected
on an adult franchise." If one reform is more
essential to-day than any other in this State, it is
the reduction of members of Parliament with a
view to giving the people of this country the right
to govern themselves on a true basis of repre-
sentation. The question has been before the
people time after time; it has been a subject of
discussion both on the platform and in the Press;
and in my opinion, at a time w~hen so much is
spoken regarding democracy, and the rights of
democracy, and the ideals of democracy, it is
essential that we should give proper expression
to it in the formation of our Government and
in our Constitution Act. It is the most arrant
hypocrisy for members in this or in any other
British Parliament to speak about a true democracy,
and the ideals of democracy, and about making
the world safe for democracy, when by the very
means by 'ihich they are elected to Parliament
they shut out two-thirds of the people and hand
over the government to the minority. I consider
our present representation a fraud and a humbug.
It gives the people power with one hand, and takes
it away with the other. The people elect this
House, on an adult franchise, to carry out certain
principles and enact certain legislation. This
House has certain powers, but another House has
the right to take these powers away from us. This
Rouse has certain opportunities anmother House
has the right to embarrass this Chamber, and to
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negative what is accomplished here on behalf
of the people of this country. It is not desired
that there shall be one Chamber to destroy the
work of the other. If there is a desire for reform-
and I appeal to hon. members who put forward
this motion with the desire to secure ref orm-
now is the opportunity to bring about that
real, democratic government which I believe the
majority of our people aspire to and desire. It
may be urged that there is no precedent for this
sort of thing. But I say there is. There is a
precedent which we might wvell copy. That pre-
cedent has been established for a considerable
time in other countries, and it has worked out to
distinct advantage. Let me say than when
responsible government was granted to Western
Australia, the then Secretary of State for the
Colonies, Lord Knutsford, urged the then Legi-
lative Council of Western Australia to provide a
Parliament of one House only. He urged the
Western Australian Legislative Coauncil to follow
the lead of Ontario, Manitoba, and other large
States of Canada, which were then and are now
governed by one House of Parliament. The
Western Australian Legislative Council, in reply,
urged that the cases were not parallel, because
Ontario, for instance, had behind it the Dominion
Parliament of Canada. If that was an excuse
then, that excuse is now, gone, because we have
behind us the Commonwealth Parliament of
Australia ; and thus our Oes is entirely parallel
with the cases of Ontario, Msanitoba, and other
large Canadian States, which are satisfied to be
governed by one House. The State of Ontario has
a population larger than that of any Australian
State ; Manitoba's population is equal to that Of
any Australian State. All except two of the
Canadian States are legislated for by only one
House of Parliament. Surely we heire- - and I
appeal to those hon. members who say they desire
reform and economy-are able to govern this
State with one House of Parliament, and can
dispense with the expense of two Houses Of
Parliament, with the needless expense Of OPPO-
sition and contradiction between two Houses.
If wve do not economis in this House, the people
will make us economise. No matter what the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) may say
regarding the dignity of this Parliament, Parliament
has no dignity whatever unless it has the repect
of the people. We pretend to a certain
dignity, but this is apt to bring upon ourselves
the ridicule and contempt of the people who send
us here. I am not concerned for that dignity;
I am concerned about giving the people the fullest
power of expression, and the fullest right to scure
their reforms and their legislation in the sanest
manner possible, and in the manner which they

dire should be adopted. If we here say that
n-c are going to maitain ourselves under present
conditions, if we arc going to insist upon a form
of government which has proved both expensive
and unsatisfactory, the people will take a hand
themselves. The time is coming when we shall
have to economnise. The time is coming when the
whole State will have to economise. The time
may be coming when we shall be unable to carry
on in this State, and will have to hand it over to
the Commonwealth Government. That is a
posaibility.

Mr. Smith: Then the soonier we start to econ-
omnise, the better.

Mr. TROY :I do not care where we start ; but
we must start. I do not care whether a start is

so long as the one House remaining is elected on
an adult franchise and is representative of the
whole of the people of Western Australia. I
would be satisfied with such a House, but with
no other. That would give a lead to the people
of this country, and would be a proof to the people
that Parliament is earnest in regard to economy.
And then the people would follow us. When the
assistance we are now receiving from the Common-
wealth (4overnment ceases, as it will do in a year
or two, wvhen. we have the burden of war taxation
pressing upon every individual in the community,
we shall find it extremely difficult to pay our way.
We find that difficult enough even now. If the
Treasurer thought it wise to tell us his real feelings,
he would say that financial matters arc in a most
unsatisfactory condition. If the Federal Treasurer
told the Australian people his real feelings, he
would say that the financial future is by no means
bright. This country has heavy burdens, and the
timo is coming when we can no longer evade them.
That being so, let us not worry about the dignity
of Parliament. If hon, members are honest in
putting forward this motion-and I have no
reason to doubt it--I ask them, are they prepared
to do that here which Lord Knuteford advised in
the first instance, and which, according to the
experience of Canada -an experience which ought
to be Rood enough for us ~supports ? I have no
fear whatever that a party will ever get into
power in Western Australia or remain in power
in Western Australia, that wvill do untold harm;
because the people always have the Opportunity
to right matters, and always do right matters
They do that in this House. No Government mn
Western Australia exists for more than five or six
years at the most,? no matter how much they
endeavour to continue to carry On. The present
Government will most assuredly pass away, as the
Government represented by members on this side
of the House passed away. It is my Opinion that
the people follow neither extreme. Th1ey stand
somewhere about the middle, and when one party
goes too far in one direction, the people turn
the other way. As a result, Western Australia
has government by the more moderate sections Of
the community. Whilst that precedent obtains
in British politics, and it has always obtained.
I anticipate no great harm from democratic re-
presentation, or from parliaments elected by adult
franchise, which members here and in another
place insist will result. if the people find that a
Government legislate in a manner harmful to the
country, they will take the tirst opportunity Of
righting tepstion , as they always have done.
I do not wish to easume the role of prophet, hut if
hon. members think that the government of this
country can continue under present conditions,
Ilam sorry for the attitude they take up end for the
opinion they hold. For I am convinced that just
as the nations on the side of the Allies in this war
insist upon the absolute democratidation of Ger-
many, so our people will insist upon the demo-
cratisation of our government here. Although
the Pan Germans declare that the work of the
great Prussians from Frederick II. downwards
now lies in ruins, and that, they will receive the
sword stroke of the social democrats standing
eret. Prussia has already dernocratised herself.
We have insisted that we arc fighting in this war
for true democratic principles, and we cannot
expect our soldiers wvhen they return, and our
people here to continue to be governed by our
present system when they know that democratic
.gnrntions have no nossible masns of success under
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it. There is no doubt about it. It has been the
experience of every hon. member that the people
may elect a majority of members here to carry out
a certain policy, and the principle of the other
place representing a minority is to so embarrass the
Government, and to so delay legislation, in the
hope that the Government will become unpopular.
That sort of thing will not go on indefinitely because
the people will be hound to get tired of it, and if
we do not alter it, they will alter it for us in a
way "e will not like. The people will not be
content with electing a Parliament and seeing that
Parliament embarrassed and opposed by every
means available to a certain party. The time
will come when they w~ill not brook opposition;
they wvill sweep it away, and that time is coming
soon. When the soldiers return from the Front,
they will not allow the representation of this
country to be in the hands of a minority. Here
then is the opportunity of hon. members wvho
desire this particular reform.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would draw the hon, mem-
ber's attention to the fact that the motion does
not deal with the constitution of Parliament other
than the number of members.

Mr. TROY : May I draw attention to the fact
that the number of members cannot be altered
except by an amendment of the Constitution. It
is my intention to move an amendment. The
number of members cannmot be reduced unless wre
amend the Constitution, and I am in favour of that,
providing members are elected on an adult
franchise.-

Mr. SPEAKER: 'The franchise is not under
discussion.

Mr. TO Y: I am prepared to support a re-
duction of members provided the members are
elected on an adult franchise. Other hons. members
are prepared to support a reduction because it
moans economy, but economy is not in the motion.
Surely I an give my reasons for advocating
a reduction.

Mr. SPEAKER: Trhe hon. member has been
discussing the franchise of another place for
some time.

Mr. TROY: I am not prepared to argue in this
onnoution but I feel that you, Mr. Speaker, are
misinterpreting my intention. Some hon. members
have moved for a reduction in the number of
members on the score of economy. I want to
move for a reduction of members on the score of
representation. I am perfectly satisfied that the
motion is wide enough to give me the opportunity
I want. I intend to give notice of the amendment
I propose to move, and I hope hon. members will
support it because by doing so they will be giving
a definite expression to those ideals which are so
much spoken of to.day, and which hon. members
themselves have referred to as the ideals of demo.
oratic representation and aspirations. I want to
see Parliament conducted economically, but I am
satisfied that cannot be done by a reduction in
the number. I am not prepared to say there
should be a reduction of from 50 to 35 because,
as the member for Kanowna has pointed out,
Parliament should not become a clique, and the
fewer numbers we have the greater the possi.
bilities of corruption. The time has arrived when
we an govern this country as the Dominion of
Canada is governed and surely what other British
communities an do, we can also do. I will give
notice of my amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member need not
refer to it until we have disposed of the other
amendment.-

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning _ on amendment)
[10-20]: 1 merely w-ish to say that I intend to
oppose the amendment moved by the member for
Sussex. My object is that it is only a pious re-
solution and what we want is something definite.

Mr. DUFF (Claremont) [10 21): I would like
to say, a few words in reply to the leader of the
Opposition who condemned the new members
of the Assembly for their indiscretion during the
recent campaign. Throughout Western Australia
there seem to he a-wave of condemnation for
the existing Parliament. On the public platform
I was asked the question as to whether I would be
in favour of a reduction of the number of mem-
bers in both Houses and I replied in the affirmative.
After listening to the debate to.night, however,
and particularly to the speeches delivered by the
leader of the Opposition and the member for
Kanowna, I am convinced that the present is not
the time to reduce the number of member. of
Parliament. The Federal questions which we
shall have to face are serious, and there is no
doubt that the State Parliament requires to
preserve its full strength to be able to deal with
them. Then there would he & difficulty in can-
nection with a redistribution of seats, a difficulty
which would be rather awkward to overcome in the
present abnormal times. The country and the
goldfields electorates would suffer considerably
by reason of the absence of so many adult males
from the State. My only object in saying a few
words is to explain the position I took up on the
public platform during my election campaign,
when I said I was in favour of the reduction of
the number of members in this House and int
another place. Before I entered this House I
was one of the public. Since I have been here I
have had the advantage of listening to interesting
debates and I have learnt something. To-night
I have learnt a little more and my intention now
is not to vote in the direction of bringing abnut
a reduction in the number of members of Par-
liament. I may have the opportunity of letting
my constituents know that I have been converted
in my views.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) (10 -25] : 1 move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
Mr. MUNSIE (Horannas (I0.26]: 1 am going

to vote against both the motion and the amend-
meet. Personally I do not believe that Western
Australia is over represented as far as the Legis-
lative Assembly is concerned. I have always
been of the opinion that the system of Parliament
in Western Australia is not democratic. A
majority of the electors return to this House
various parties, from which is formed the Govern-
ment of the country, and if that party from which
the Government is formed is not of a certain
brand of politics, there is no possible chanice of
the Government putting their ideals and aspir-
ations into operation. I trust when the member
for Mount Magnet moves his amendment, that
those who profess democracy in this House will
support the amendment, and let the people of
the country see that we, at all events, believe
that the electors of Western Australia, the adult
men and women, should have a voice in the gov.
ernejent of the country. As it is to-day we have
just on 150,000 electors in the State who return
50 members to the Legislative Assembly. We
have over 53,000 electors on the roll for another
plate and I am within my rights when I say that
there will not be 40,000 of them eligible to return
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a member to the Legislative Council, if each had
only one vote. There are men who possess eight
votes ; there are others with four, and hundreds
with two and three votes. What right has any
mart, irrespective of any property he may bold,
or woman either, to have more than one vote or
more power than the man who works with the
pick and shovel ? The position has become
almost intolerable, and I am prepared to show
that the taxpayers of Western Australia are pay-
ing too much for the legislation they are getting.
Irrespective of what legislation is introduced
and discussed and passed by this Chamber, un-
less it suits the other Chamber it has no possible
chance of going through. If we want good tlis-
lation, if we want members returned by the
democratic vote and it we expect them to take
a keen interest in the legislation that is brought
before this House we should wipe out the other
place. We should then have a keener interest taken
in the legislation introduced here. I will sup-
port any motion for the reduction of members
of Parliament by 30-that is to say, for the total
abolition of the place which is elected on a minority
vote.

Mr. SPEAKER; To the motion an amendment
has been moved to strike out all words after
" House " in line 2. The question is that the
words proposed to be struck out stand part of
the motion. All in favour of the amendment
say " aye," on the contrary "no." The " Noes"
have it.

Amendment thus passed ; the words struck out.
Mr. TROY: Am I now free to move my ameand-

ment ?
Mr. SPEAKER: No, because the words hare

not been struck out.
Air. THOMSON (Katanning-i n reply) [10-32]:

I must confess I have been surprised at the attack
which has been made on myself. The member for
Kanowna gave us one of his usual orations.

Point of Order.
lion. P. Collier: On a point of order. I think

a mistake occurred in regard to the amendment.
You, Sir, put the amendment, that the words
proposed to be struck out stand part of the
motion, and you declared that the " Nes" had
it.

Mr. Speaker : The question was that the words
proposed to be struck out stand part of the
motion. The " Noes " said that those words
should not stand part of the motion.

H1on. P. Collier;- Therefore, they were struck
out. You gave the verdict to the " Noea."

Mr. Speaker:- Wrongly:!
Hon. P. Colier;- No. rightly, for the words

were struck out.
Mr. Troy: Therefore I can move my amend.

ment.
Mr. Thomson:- Would I not be entitled to call

for a division:? I was under the impression that
the amendment had been negatived.

Mr. Speaker: The point is that I gave the de-
cision that the " Noes " had it.

Mr. Thomson : I was under the impression that
my motion remained intact. It now seems that
the words proposed to be struck out were struck
out. Had I known it at the time, I would have
called for a division, and I think I am entitled
to do so now. I understood that your decision
was that my motion stood, that the amendment
moved by the member fur Sussex had keon de-
feated. It was your mistake, Mr. Speaker, and
r .lai- 1ih. .- mnht ai f ar n- .. n

Mr. Speaker:- When I pet the question that
the words proposed to be struck out stand part
of the motion, there were only two or three voices
for the " Ayes " while there was a number for the
" Noes." I then proceeded to put the motion,
thin king that the words stood part, of the motion,
and I prevented the member for Mft. Magnet
from moving his amendment. I do not desire
to rob the member for Katanning of his right to
call for a division. If he desires to question my
decision on the point, I will put the amendment
again. It is only fair to the hon. member, be-
cause the mistake was mine.

Hon. P. Collier: No, there was no mistake.
Mr. Speaker: The hen, member thought that

the words proposed to be struck out stood part
of the motion.

Hon, P. Collier: It seems to me the position
is perfectly clear, There was no mistake at all
on your part, Sir. The amendment was put, and
the decision was given in favour of the "Noes."
No division was called for. The member for Mt.
Magnet endeavoured to move his amendment
and, under a misapprehension, you ruled that he
could not do so. The member for Katanning
is now claiming the right to call for a division
because he failed to recognise the fact that the
verdict had been given against him. I contend
that he is not entitled to the division.

Mr. Thomson: With all due respect, the leader
of the Opposition has stated clearly and dis-
tinctly that you, Sir, were under a misapprehen-
sion.

Ron. P. Collier: Not in regard to the question
of " Ayes " and " Noes."

Mr. Thomson: I appeal to you Mr. Speaker,
that if you, with your complete knowledge of the
forms, were under a misapprehension, what could
be expected of a private member? You per-
mitted me to rise and proceed to addreas the
House in reply before the motion was definitely
put, and now you are going to debar me from
my privilege of calling for a division.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is right. I
allowed him to begin his reply. I think he should
be allowed an opportunity for dividing the House.

Ron. T. Walker: It is regrettable, of course,
that either the member for [Catanning, or you,
Sir, should have been under a misapprehension.
But it was a misapprehension which does net in
the slightest affect the position. This is what
happened : you called for the " Ayes," and you
called for the " Noes," and you said the " Noes"1
had it. Anyone at that stage could have called
for a division, hut nobody did so, and consequently
that is fixed. That procedure cannot be retraced.
We cannot go back. The misapprehension was
subsequent to that. You having made the declar-
ation that the "Noes " had it and there being
no call for a division, the opportunity has passed,
the amendment to strike out certain words is
carried, and the member for Sussex has now an
opportunity of completing the amendment by
moving to insert further words. We cannut go
bacek.

Xr. Speaker:. The amendment of t he membeor IFor
Suasex comes first.

Ron. T. Walker:- Yes, the record of the House
is complete up to that declaration.

The Premier: I was watching carefully what
took place. There is no doubt you put the question,
Sir, in this way :. The question ,Vn, "LThat the
words proposed to be struck out remain part of
the question." There were ' ayes " end there

-ar "1nne" You said the "noes" had it.
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and there won no call for a division. I think in
justice to the House that cannot be recalled.

Mr. Thomson: It is most regrettable that a
member should be debarred from his privileges
through a misunderstanding.

Mr. Speaker: 'The misunderstanding does not
affect the hon. member's position.

Mir. Thomson: I am debarred from replying.
Mr. Speaker: Order! The hon. member is

not debarred from replying. He has lost his
opportunity of calling for a division, and that is
the only thing he has lost.

Debate resumed.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10-41]: 1 was
under no delusion. I wvill nowv move my amend.
ment, that the words " it is expedient to reduce
the number of members of the Legislative Assembly
and Legislative Council " be inserted.

Amendment put, and a divisie
following reutt:

Ayes .. .. ..
Noes .. .. ..

Majority against

Ayss.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Brown
Malay
Money
O'Loghlen
Pickering
Pilkingten

Angelo
Augwin
Broun
Chessen
Collier
fluff

Gardiner
r. eog.
Harrison
Hlckmott
Holman
Hudson
Lambert
Lefroy

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no desir to rate the
amendment out ;it is pretty wide, though.

Mr. TROY: There may be doubts about it,
but there is no doubt in my mind. I am grateful
to you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me the opportunity,
of expressing my opinions. I have already stated
may reasons, and I shall not repast them. Hoe.
members now have the opportunity-

Point of Order.

The Premier: On a point of order It appears
to me that the amendment of the member for Mt.
Magnet is entirely irrelevant to the motion. Can
an honl. member be allowed to taok on a" irrele-
vant amendment to a motion in this fashion!I
The amendment would involve an alteration of our
Constitution by the abolition of one House
of Parliament.

*n taken with the Mr. Speaker:t I drew the attention of the member
for Mt. Magnet and of the House to the fact, on

a first glance at the amendment, that it was totally
11 different from the motion.

.. 28 Hon. P. Cornier: Of course it is. That is quite
- right.

.. 17 Mr. Speaker: There is hardly any relevancy at
-aln.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so. There is no need
for any relevancy.

Smith Mr. Speaker: I think the hon. member would
Stubbs hardly be able to make it clear.
Tesdale Hon. P. Collier: Where is the Standing Order
Thomson whieh says that an amendment must be relevant
Hardwick to the subject-matter of the motion?

(Teller.) Mr. Speaker: The amendment, certainly, is
absolutely wide of the motion. I rule it out of
order, and the member for Mt. Magnet an then
move that my ruling be disagreed to.

Lutey Hon. P. Collier: I think we ought to have the
Mitchell Standing Order.

M.r. '1uIlauy
Mr. Munale
Mr. Nairn
Mr. Ples~e
Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. R. T'. Robinson
Mr. Rocks
Mr. Troy
Mr. !Tnderwood
Mr. Walker
%I,. Wiliinott

.Mr. Wilicock
(Tel01W.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. TROY (Aft. Magnet) [10-48): I move a

further amendment-
That after the word "House" the following

be inserted:-"It is desirable that, in order
to secure true democratic representation the
the Constitution Act bie amended to provide
for the election of one House of Parliament
on an adult franchise."
Air. ROCKE (South Frenmantle) [10-491: 1

second the amendment.
Mr. SPEAKER:; I would draw the attention

of the hon. member to the fact that this amend-
ment is quite different from the motion. It isvery
wide from the intention of the motion, which was
simply to reduce the number of members of both
Houses, and only meant an alteration to the
Electoral Act. This amendment means anl alter.
ation of the Constitution Act.

Air. TROY: If you rule my amendment out
of order, Sir, I am prepared to argue the matter.

Dissent from the Speaker's Ruling.

Mr. Troy: I move-
That the Speaker's ruling be disagreed with.

I do not think, Sir, that you ought to give the
Standing Order. From my experinc inyu
present position I know that that is something
which the Speaker keeps up his sleeve. I would
not give it myself, Mr. Speaker, in your position.
But you have already expressed the opinion thnt
the amendment of the member for Sussex, which
you admitted, provided for a reduction of members
of both Houses of Parliament. Is that so, Sir

Mr. Speaker: Yes.
Mr. Troy: Then, Sir, I understand from you

that that involves amendment of the Electoral
Act. The amendment of the member for Sussex,
which you allowed to be moved, and which has been
put to the House, involves amendment of the Con-
stitution Act, not of the Electoral Act ;because it
is the Constitution Act that provides for the
number of members which shall comprise the
Parliament. Section 6 of the Constitution Act
reads-

The Legislative Council shall consist of 30
elected members, who shall be returned and shall
sit for the Electoral Provinees as hereinafter
stated and defined.

The number cannot be reduced except by an
amendment of the Constitution Act, nor can the
Legislative Council be abolished except by an.
amendment of the Constitution Act. An amend.
Moent of that Act must be made to secure either
object. If the amendment of the member for



I ASSEMBLY.]

Sussex is in order, then surely, on the same
grounds, my amendment is in order.

The Attorney General: But your amendment
refers to the qualifieation of electors.

M1r. Troy:- That also is a matter of the Con-
stitution Act.

The Attorney General:- The amendment of the
member for Sussex was relevant to the motion.
Yours is not.

Mr. Troy : My amendment is absolutely relevant
to the motion. The motion has been struck out
by this House ; only a word or two of the original
motion remain. The position is similar to the
moving of an amendment on a motion of want of
Confidence in the Covernment, or of an amendment
on the Addressin-reply to the Governor's Speech.
Any amendment whatsoever can be moved on the
Addressin-reply. At present there is no motion,
in fact1 before the (hair ; there are only a few
words, which mean nothing. My amendment,
I persist, is in order, if on no other ground, on the
very ground on which you, Mr. Speaker, admitted
the amendment of the member for Sussex and the
motion itself. I have no desire to argue this matter
further, unless, of course, I am compelled to do so.-
But I do insist that I am absolutely in order in
taking the course which I have taken ; and it is
logical to expect that I shall secure, under the
Standing Orders, the same ruling as has been
admitted in the cases of the member for Sussex
and of the mover of the original motion. The
Constitution Act states that the Legislative As-
sembly shall consist of .50 members who shall be
elected for the several electoral districts. Yet
the motion provides for a reduction of that number.
If a motion can be moved for the reduction by one,
it is possible to move for a reduction of the lot.

Mr. Speaker:- I ruled the hon. member out of
order on the ground that the amendment was
not relevant to the motion. The hon. member
has quoted the Constitution Act, but he has not
quoted anything in support of his argument from
the Standing Orders. I find in the 12th edition
of "M'ay " page 261, the following:

It is an imperative rule that every amend.
ment must be relevant to the question on which
the amendment is proposed.

That is sufficient to support the ruling I have
given.

Mr. Troy:- You did not give that as the reason
in the first instance.

Mr. Speaker : Irrelevancy was the reason. The
motion had for its object the reduction of the
number of members of this House and of that of
the Legislative Council. Than the member for
Mt. Magnet moved an amendment which I ruled
was irrelevant. The effect of that amendment
would be to abolish the ILegislative Council, and
because it is wide of the motion I have ruled it
out of order.

Mr. Munsie : I would draw attention to Standing
Order 187, which reads-

Amendments may be proposed to a proposed
amendment as if such proposed amendment
were an original question.

I am of opinion therefore, that the member for
Mt. MaTgnet is absolutely in order.

The Premier: It was not an amendment on the
amendment.

Mr. Speaker: The Standing Order quoted by
the lion. member does not affect the position.

Hotn. T. Walker: The whole question re-
solves itself into one of relevancy. If the amend-
ment is irrelevant it iis out of order. The qluestion
is, to what does relevancy refer, not to the qlues-

tion as it originally stood, hut to the question
now before the House. There is a motion which
now only contains the words-" That in the
opinion of this Rouse." Any words that follow
those must be relevant.

Mr. Speaker: The words must be relevant
to the original motion.

Ron. T. Walker:. No, the original nmot ion
has disappeared. "That in the opinion of this
Mouse," is the Only question now. Those Words
stand and they are relevant as an introduction
to anything that the House may choose to add.
I submit we cannot compare the amendment
with what the House has deleted, If you Mr.
Speaker wanted to rule the amendment out of
order, I should say it would be on the ground
that it is not the procedure of this Rouse to at-
tempt to alter the constitution of another place.
The original mnotion was to reduce the member-
ship of Parliament. There still remains the prin-
ciple of reduction. The reduction of the member-
ship of the Rouse may take place in any way;- it
may be done by the reduction of ten, twenty or
thirty. The member for M1t. Magnet proposes
to reduce another place by thirty members in-
stead of by ten. Surely there is nothing irrele-
vant in that.

Mr. Pickering:- Under Standing Order 187,
which has just been read by the member for
Hannans (M1r. Mensie), I contend that my amend-
ment was relevant to the question and the amend-
ment moved by the member for Mt. Magnet (Mr.
Troy) was en my amendment. The question
therefore is, was the amendment, moved by the
member for 31t. Magnet relevant to mine

Mr. Troy: You are ruling out the amendment
on the ground that it is not relevant. In my
opinion it is relevant. Its relevancy is on the
same principle as that of other amendments we
have hadl Let me give an instance:. on the 11th
November, 1915, the member for Murray-
Wellington, now Minister for Works, moved a
motion in regard to the Wyndham Freezing Works
contract, as follows-.

That this Reese views with grave concern
the action of the Government in entering into
a private arrangement with Mfessrs. Nevana8
& Co. for the erection of freezing works at
Wyndham and a private arrangement to hand
over to Nevanas & Co. the management thereof
for a terma of years ;and is of opinion that the
evidence discloses through the negotiations
contracts, and subsequent cancellation a state
of affairs which is subversive of the principles
of sound governmnent.

To that an amendment was moved by the
member for 'Menzies in these words-

That all the words after " that " in line one
be struck out, and the following inserted in
lie u, " This Rouse on general principles
disapproves of the letting of contracts without
calling for public tenders."

There we had a definite motion on a definite sub-
ject, while the amendment was to strike out the
whole of the motion, except the first word, in
order to get an expression of general principles.
Yet I, who have moved an amendment which is
relevant, ain told that it is irrelevant.

Mr. Speaker: Was any point raised on that
ruling you have referred to ?

Mr. Troy:. No, no ruling was asked for, hut the
amendment was accepted and carried.

Mr. Speaker:- No point of order was3 raised.
The Minister for Works :. It has been raised now.
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Mir. Smith:- If it had been raised I can imagine
what the decision would have been.

Mr. Troy: Yes, for the amendment was in
order. On the Address-int-reply debate in 1904-5
the then member for West Perth moved that All
words after " we " be struck out in order to in-
sert an amendment condemning the Government
on the proposed purchase of the Midland Railway,
a matter which was not referred to at all in the
Address-in-reply. I could find other instances.
My amendment provides for a reduction of mem-
bers by o0 instead of by 10. Thet is All it means.
It means merely en amendment of the Constitu-
tion Act, which the original motion also con-
templated. Neither could be given effect to
without an amendment of the Constitution Act,
The same remark applies to the amendment by
the member for Sussex. To that extent both
amendments are relevant to the motion. We
have had numerous instances of the whole of
a motion, except the first word, being struck out
by an Amendment, as in the ease referred to of the
amendment moved by the member for Menzies
on the motion by the member for Murray.
Wellington. It liae been said' that inj that in-
stance the amendment was not questioned. No
matter what question might have been raised, the
Speaker would have given a decision which he re-
garded As correct ;especially on a question of no
confidence would the Speaker have gone very
thoroughly into the question. If the amendment
was relevant in that ease, l am sure that my amend-
ment is relevant also.

Mr. Speaker: The point to be considered is
whether there is relevancy between the proposal
for the reduction of the number of members in
this Hoose and the proposal for the abolition of
the Legislative Council. I say there is no rele-
vancy. The member for Mt. Magnet has dis-
agreed with that, and has gven the House reasons
for his disagreement. The question is that the
Speaker's ruling be disagreed with.

Motion pitt and a division taken with the follow-
ing result :

Ayes---------------10
Noes-----------22

Majority Against 12

Mr. Chessen
Mr. Collier
Mr. Holman
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lntey
M r. Mensle

Noes.
Mr. Angelo
Mr. nroun
Mr. Duff

Mr. George
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Money
Mr. Mullany
Mir. Nai rn
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Please

Motion thus negatived;
not disagreed with.

Mrt. Troy
Mr. Walker

Mir. Wilicock
Mr. O'Logblen

(Teller. I

Mr. Pilklngten
Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Silth
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Tesdale
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Wilimott
31r. Hardwick

(Teller.)

The Speaker's ruling

Debate resumed.
Mr. MUMSlE : I take it -we are now in order in

as it stands now is, " That in the opinion of this
Houlse."

Mr. SPEAKER: Tha~t is all.
Mr. MUNS[E : I move an Amendment-

That the following words be added -- " The
number of members of the Legislative Council
be reduced by -30."

The member for Katanning moved that the numo-
ber of members of the Legislative Council be
reduced by ten. My proposal& is to alter that

tenl " to " thirty."
Mr. SPEAKER:- The motion to reduce the num-

ber of members of the Legislative Council by ten
was defeated. The Amendment of the member for
Sussex was that the number of members in both
Houses should be reduced. Now the member for
H-annans desires to move in other language that the
other House be done sissy with, for the proposal
to reduce the number by 30 means the abolition of
Another place. I cannot, thorefore, accept the
amendment.

Dissent from the Speaker's ruling,
Mr. Mlunsie : I move--

That the Speaker's ruling be disagreed with.
The member for Kratanning and the member for
Sussex moved to reduLce the number of members,
of both Houses. I distinctly stated that I in-
tended to rote against both the motion and the0
amendment. I do not believe that a reduction
in the number of membeors in the Legislative,
Assembly is necessiry or in the best interests of
the country, but I do believe that a reduction in
the number of members of Another place is
necessary. What position am I in P Have I to
vote for something I do not believe in, or an
I vote for something in which I do believe ? I
voted Against the amendment of the member for
Sussex because it suggested a reduction in the
number of members of both Houses, and I did
this for the purpose of moving an amendment for a.
reduction in the number of members of another
place. only. e.IgvthHostoraon

Mfr. Speaker aeteHuetomsn
before putting the amendment moved by the
member for Mt. Magnet, the first beiog as to
the abolition of the Upper 'House, and the second
on the point of whether a reduction in the number
of members constituted relevancy. The member
for H-annans now moves an amendment to reduce
the Upper ]{ouse by 30 members: That Chamber
only consists of 30 members and the amendment
amounts to the abolition of the place. I cannot
accept it. IN

Debate resumed.
Mr. LAMBERT : May I not move to reduce the

number of members in the Legislative Council by
29 ?

Mr. SPEAKER:; That is the same thing.
IMr. LAMBERT : Then I move--

That the following words be inserted " it is
desirable that the members of the Legislative
Council be reduced by 203."
Mr. SPEAKER .The House has already decided

that it will not reduce the number by ten, I suppose
because the reduction was toe great.

Mrt. LAM BERT: It does not mban that.
Mr. SPEAKER : Members cannot move to

reduce the number by a greater nuniber after a
smaller number has been negatived.

Mr. LAMBERT : I do not think the defeat of
that proposal implied any such construction.

Mr. SPEAKER: I rule that tha hon. member can.
not proceed, and rule the amendment out of order.

Mr. TROY:- I understand you to rule, Sir, that
the main her for COnioardie is not, in nrder when h.
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that the number of members of the Upper House
be reduced by 29.

Mr. SPEAKER -.That is an impossible proposi-
tion;, it means the abolition of another place.

Mr. TROY:- With all due respect to you, Sir, -
Mr. SPEAKER:- I have given my ruling ; does

the hen, member disagree with it
Mr. TROY:- I do.
Mr. SPEAKER: Then disagree with it.

Disent from the Speaker's Ruling.
Mr. Troy: I move-

That the Speaker's ruling be disagreed with.
It is not within your province Sir, to say what is
possible and what is impossible. It is within
your province to say what is in order and what
is out of order, but it is within the province of this
House to say what is possible and what is im-
possible. With all due respect to you, Sir, I am
not prepared to stand here and allow the Speaker
to dictate to the House. Apart from any idea
in your mind as to whether a thing is possible
or impossible, right or wrong, high or low, wet
or cold, I htold that the hon. member was right in
moving his amendment, lNe is just as relevant
in moving that the members of the Upper House
be reduced by 29 as was the member for Katanning
in moving that the number be reduced by 10.

Rion. P. Collier: In the attitude taken up by
the House this evening we have entirely departed
from the practice which has obtained in this
Parliament ever since I have been a member of it.

Mr. Smnith : You have not gi ven one good reason
for its abolition.

Hon. P. Collier : The hon. member may think
so. There are many good reasons which might be
obtained from day to day why some mombhers
might be abolished, if not the whole House. Our
Standing Orders ame silent on the question of
relevancy so far as I can ascertain. They are
jontirclv silent on the question of relevancy as
to amendments that mtay be moved to a motion.
Therefore, we htave recourse to the practice of the
House of Commons or to "'May." I take it, in
ruling, that is the course you have adopted. It
may be correct, but I do not want to allow this
occasion to pass without saying that whiist it
may be in conformity with "May" it is entirely
contrary to the practice that has been followed
in this House. If time permitted I could provide
scores of instances where motions have been
amended from time to time by striking out the
whole of the words after the first word " that
and inserting other words entirely foreign to the
substance and intention of the original metion.
1 merely mention that to show it has been the
practice. Whether it has bean the comret practice
according to the authorities, I am not going to
dispute. But it has been the practice of the
House all the years I have been here. I could
provide instances where motions have been
amended in the direction entirely irrelevant to the
motion.

Mr. Nairn : Is it not time we corrected it
Hon. P. Collier : f do not know whether we are

correcting it. I do not say that the practice
followed throughout is wrong, and that we have
only found it out at eleven o'clock to-night.

Mr. Nairn -But you are admitting it now.
Hen. P. Coller : The House is governed by the
Stading orders, and where the Standing Orders

are s ilent a certain procedure is laid down. But the
ruling which has been given to-night as to the
question of relevancy is entirely new, so far as the
practice of the House is concerned. That does not
seem to me the point on which the hon. member

has been ruled out. If it is competent for a,
member to move that the number of members of
another place be reduced by a certain number,
whatever that number mnay be, it would at least
be relevant that it be reduced by a different
number, although that might mean the whole of
the members of that House. That may, and
it would, achieve an entirely diffecent result, to
reduce the House by ten members and to reduce
it by 30 members, which is the whole of the mem-.
bership. It would arrive at a different end from
that intended originally. I amn not prepared
to say whether it is relevant all the same.

Mr. Thomson:. It is not what I set out for.
Mr. Speaker:- We have disposed of that.

The point now is 29 members. After the member
for Hannans moved to reduce the number of
members of another place by 30, which I ruled out,
the member for Coolgardie moved to reduce the
number by 29, and as the House only consists of
30, 1 cannot accept the amendment. I take it
the House endeavours at least to dcal with motions
in a sensible manner and the motion as first moved
did convoy sense. It was sensible, because it
desired to reduce the number of members of this
house to 35 and the number of another place to 20.
That is sense. Now it is proposed to reduce another
place by 29 members, when it only consists of 30.
That does not appear to be a sensible motion to
place before the Chamber, although members may
view it as they likce. I Stave given my ruling that
the amendment is out of order.

H-on. P1. Collier:- I only want to say with regard
to the amendment of the member for Coolgardie,
whether it is relevant or not, it might be ruled
out on the ground that it is frivolous.

Air. Speaker : It is not sense.
Hon. P. Collier : To move an amendment which

will have the effect of making another place consist
of only one member does not seem to have much
justification about it, at any rate not as much as
the amendment of the member for Ilannans. I
want to say, further, whether or not the ruling
given is upheld by the House, and i-3 in accordance
with " May " and correct or net, it appears to
me to be a new practice.

Mr. Speaker: The hion. member cannot discuss
a decision of the House.

Hon. P. Collier:; I know, I want to point out
that this is a variation of the practice followed
in this House.

Mr. Lam bert : It appears to me it would seem
peculiar if this House had to accept a [umrber
which it does not require. It does not seem right
that you should place an arbitrary ruling in re-
gard to the number of members. No exception
was taken on the motion or on the pre vious amend-
ment.

Mr. Speaker : I pointed out that the first motion
as moved by the member for Katanning was in
accordance with sense. It was a sensible pro-
position. However, members disagreed with the
policy of it, for it was possible for the House to
carry on business with a redneed number of mem-
bers, and it was also possible for another place to
carry on business with the number reduced by
10. The hon. member desires to reduce another
place by 29, when the number of members of that
House only consists of .30. That motion does not
Convey sense, to me at least. I rule it absolutely
out of order.

Mr. Lambert:- That is not an interpretation
of the Standing Orders ; it is purely a matter of
opinion. In my opinion I think another place
would be better constituted with only one mom-
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her rather than 30 members. You, Mr. Speaker,
are giving an opinion and not interpreting our
Standing Orders. This is a matter irrespective of
party. It is a dangerous thing to bring party
into our Standing Orders. The amendment
which has been moved in my opinion was relevant,
but the matter of the number, as I said previously,
is purely a matter of opinion. To my mind, and
to the minds of every member on this side, we
would prefer to see the Legislative Council con-
stituted of one member only.

Mr. Angelo: That would he an autocracy.

Mr. Lambert:- To my mind the Legislative
Council now is an autocracy against the democracy
of this country. I am concerned that this Htouse
should have a right to express an opinion as to
whether Western Australia should have another
branch of the Legislature.

Mr. Speaker: Order i The House has the
right to express such an opinion under a specific
motion for that purpose,

Mr. Lambert:- We desire to place before the
House a specific motion ;but the discussion en it,'and the right to move it, have been stifled by an
interpretation of the Standing Orders.

Mr. Speaker -Order ! The hon. member brought
forward not a specific motion but an amendment
to another motion. If the hon. member desires
to discuss the Legislative Council, its constitu-
tion, or its ramifications, he is at liberty to do
so by bringing forward a substantive motion for
that purpose. The hon. member is not in order
in accusing me of preventing debate with regard
to another place. The hen. member is not in
order in doing that, and I will not permit it.

Air. Lambert : I am sorry if 1 have been mis-
understood, Sir- Owing to the interpretation of
the Standing Orders we are prevented from ob-
taining the expression. of opinion which we desire.

Mr. Speaker: Th is is not the proper way to
obtain that expression of opinion. It should be
done by substantive motion.

Mr. L~ambert - I hope there will be that inter.
pretation placed upon the Standing Orders which
will allow of the obtaining of that expression of
opinion which we desire.

Air. Pickering: What was the result of my
motion, Mr. Speaker? My motion was to the
effect that the numhers of members in the As-
sembly and the Council should he reduced - That
was defeated- Therefore, it is the will of the
House that no reduction shall take place. Is,
then, the amendment of the member for Cool-
gardie in order?

Mr. Speaker : I have answered that question
in dealing with the amendment moved by the
member for Mt. Magnet:-

Mr. Tray: I am more concerned about the
interpretation of the Standing Orders than I am
for the convenience of members or even for the
dignity of any man in this House. That is the
meason, Sir, why I moved that your ruling he
disagreed to. I have no personal feeling at all
in the matter. I still think it possible, despite
the ruling of the House, which may be made for
reasons of expediency, to discuss the amendment.
The reason YOU now gLie in ruling the amend-
ment of the member for Coolgardie out of order
is that the amendment is frivolous,

Mr. Speaker:- That it does not convey sense.
Mr. Lam bert: It conveys purpose.
Mr. Troy : If one hon. member's amendment

asking for a reduction by 15 members conveyed
sense, why should not another member's amend-
ment, asking for a reduction by 29, convey sense ?
Suppose it does mean, in effect, the abolition of
another Chamber, what does that matter so long
as the amendment contains sense and is in order ?
Had he moved that the legislative Council be
moved to Btnest Island , that would have been
frivolous. Had he moved that the Legislative
Council be sent to the Eastern States, that, too,
would have been frivolous. But this amendment
that the Legislative Council be reduced by 29
members is definite, logical, and drastic, And
then we aro told that it is frivolous. This, which
is so drastic and so definite, and which conveys
purpose, and which has a possibility of being
carried into effect if the House wood follow the
hon. member's lead, is ruled to he frivolous,
meaningless, and containing no sense. It contains
too much sense. I moved that your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, be disagreed with, because I do not wish
to witness a return to the days of a former Speaker,
under whom these questions were questions of
convenience. I care not whether a ruling suits
the Government or suits the Opposition;, but I
say, let us be consistent. We cannot be eor4-
sistent if an amendment is ruled out because it
is inconvenient to somebody. I shall object
most strongly to business being carried on in a
manner contrary to the intentions and the spirit
of the Standing Orders.

Mr. Speaker: 1 do not desire to make many re-
marks before putting the question, but I wish to
draw the attention of the House to a ruling given
by a former Speaker, the member for Mt. Magnet,
on an amendment moved by the member for
Pilbera on the Arbitration Bill of 1912. The
ruling will be found on page 1,309 of "Hansard "
for- the 27th August, 1912. The amendment
moved was in these words-

This clause is inserted with a view to its
being acted upon, and not as a joke.

Then the Speaker ruled, in his own words,
that--

An amendment cannot be accepted if it is
not common sense- -

Hon. members who have followed to-night's
debate will recognise, that the amendment moved
by the member for Coolgardic is almost on all
fours with that which I have just quoted from
"Hansard."

Motion put and ab division taken with the follow-
ing result.

Ayes .. - - - 10
Noes-------------24

Majority against ...- 14

Mr. Chessen
Mr. Collier
Mr. Nimnn
Mr. Lanibert
Mr. Lutey

Ava.

Mr. Aiunas
Mr. Trey
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wiliceek

1Mr. G'Loghien
(Teffcr.iJ
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Nose.
Mr. Angelo) Mr. Pickering
Mr. Braun Mr. Plese
Mr. Duff Mr. Plikiegton
M r. George Mr. ff. Robtinson
Mr. Harrison Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Hickinott .M r- Smilth
Mr. Hudeont Mr. Stubba
Mr. lefroy Mr. Teesdale
MVr. Mitchell Mr. Thomson
Mr. Money Mr. Underwood
MVr. Muliany Mr. Wiilmott
Mr. Nairn Mr. Hlartwich

I (Tatter')
Motiont thus negatived ; the Speakeres ruling

not disagreed with.
Mr. Speaker: Notice of Motion No. 7.
Hon. P. Collier:- But we have not yet disposed

Of NO. 6, which we are still debating.
Mr. Speaker :, There is nothing left of that motion

to put to the House.
Hon. P. Collier: I take it that it cannot auto-

matically drop out. I
Mr. Speaker.: I hope the leader of the Opposition

Will not adopt that attitude. Unless he desires
to move a further amendment, it is finally dis-
posed of. What is left of the motion now does
not contain any sense and therefore it cannot be
Put.

House adjourned at lt -55 p.m.

lcgizlatt've Council,
Thursday, 17th October, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For "'Questions on Notice'' and "'Papers
Presented" see ''Miutes of Proceedings.'

MOTION-BUS INESS UNDERTAKINGS.
lIon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan.Subur-

ban) [4.82]: I move-
That the Under Treasurer be requested to

state the total capital expenditure from loan
funds on each of the business undertakings
put down in Return No, 3, page 496, of

It is not necessary to detain the House long
over this matter, but I think hon. members are
entitled to a brief explanation of what I pro-
pose. We have been told by the Treasurer,
and we know it ourselves, that a certain amount
of time and money is sometimes wasted by
members in calling for returns. The return that
I call for wilt probably involve some slight
trouble, but T think it is monst important that

we should have it in, order that we can under-
stand tile position of affairs %%ith regard to our
finances. If lion, members will turn to the
papers which have been placed on the Table
of this House, and to page 3 of the details of
the Estillates, they will see the State Trading
Concerns, 1 am not going to refer, even if
permitted, to the Treasurer's statement; we
have already seen it. What I want to point out
is that where we see the net estimated surplus
of £54,000, which is the official return from
State enterprises, and when we think of the
large amiount of public interest there is in this
question of State trading concerns, the public,
to say nothing of members, should be in. a
position to fairly understand the financial
figures, With this table, which I am calling for,
I mlaintain we can understand the position of
these State trading concerns. I am going to
take one illustration oaly, that of thle State
quarries. We see there the estimated receipts
set down at £5,500 and the estimated expendi-
tare at £6,516, aL deficiency of £16, 1 want to
knlow what is the capital involved in these
trading concerns. The same may be said of
the State sawmnills, anid others of these trading
concerns. What is the amount of capital in-
volved I We want to know this in order that
we may ascertain what the profit is, We know
from the statements which have been made by
the Treasurer, and other members of the Gov-
erment, chbat is involved in regard to the
sinking fund and interest bill. We have no
right to put down the credit balance we have
here at E1,000. At any rate, we have not the
right to lead the public to believe that we have
made £54,000, unless we debit up the interest
charges. That is my view of the question. I
hope that hon. members will support me in this
motion in order that we, and the public, may
fully understand the position. At present it
is impossible to understand it. In Return No.
13 we have railways, tram ways, and water
supplies. Personally I should like to see these
included. I hope the Under Treasurer will give
us the figures. Having fought for 25 years
agaist these State enterprises I seem to find
myself in a hopeless minority.

Hlon. .1. Ewing: I do not think you are.
Non. A. SANDERSON: As a Liberal I like

to move with the times, This return will
hielp 118 very much in determining that point.
Tf we are to go in for the State enterprises we
must do so on a business footing. It is going
to involve a considerable amount of labour to
.krinistcrs and members, because we have our
responlsibil ities as well as 'Ministers. I ani
going to examine each of these State trading
concerns from a purely business pocint of view,
na obtain an independent report from an in-
dependent accountant on the position of affairs.
T cannot do that without the figures called for
in this return, showing what the capital in-
volved is and what has been set aside or granted,

asthle case mnay be.
Hon. .T. NXicholson: Or invested.
Hton. A. SAINDIEESON: The term invested is

the lest word I would use in this conetion.
lion. .1. Sicholeon: Suink.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: Suink is better. What

we ,vant to knowv is w~int money has been sunk
in these enterprises. We also want a balance


